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PREFACE. 



NO T many compilations^ similar to that 
presented to the Reader in the following 
jp(^ges, have been of late, if ever^ published 
in our religious Society. Various excellent 
and interesting Journals have indeed from 
time to time been printed, and have met with 
much acceptance. These generally consist 
of two distinct J and well-marked divisions. 
The first relates^ for the nhost partj the 
attthor's early visitations, his baptismal con" 
flict^j the dangers into which he has fallen, 
and the deliverances which he has expert* 
enced. This, though commonly the smaller 
part, is often fraught with ample stores of 
instruction and encouragement ; for as not 
any work is comparable to the work of 
Christian redemption; so, next to the ex- 
perience of its progress in ourselves, it is 
interesting to observe it in others. It is 
strengthening to those who are setting out 
in earnest in the Christian's path; and 



animaiing to, such as have already ^nade 
advances in it. The other part usualltf 
informs us of tlie iiaurhc which the Chris* 
iian soldier, already in good measure 
trained, has been, led in following £he Cap- 
tain of his salvation ; and as these Journals 
are generally those of friends eminent for 
public services, this part has much to keep 
up our attention by its variety, and to 
excite our admiration by the magnitude of 

the sei^ices performed. Here too^ some^ 

• 

tinics^ the depth of the baptism, and the 

* 

strength of the hvly arm, which carries 
through it the humble and devoted servant of 
the Lord, are conspicux)ush/ detailed. 

But ihis Diary, though tending to tl^ 
same purpose, the exaltation of the name of 
Clirist, our Redeemer^ and the encourage- 
ment of his humble followers (who, feeling 
no might of their own^ are glad of the least 
touch of lus assiding hand, and rejoice in 
ascribing to him all the praise), pursues a 
course sometimes varying from theJouimaU 
which have been hinted at. Jt is indeed that 
of a private, and with respect to the Socielu 
, at large, even in England, almost an obscure 
individual It does not relate her religious 



eiercisei in youth ; for it }fegin8 with hef 
fhirtjj'first year, and at a time when most 
who knew her would probably think her (f 

• 

Jixed character on the side efreligien, dnd 
one, whose foundations were already well 
laid on the rock. As it goes 0% it relates 
tittle more than ihe regulcvt attention to 
what are called common and daily duties. 
And it is for this very reason, probably, 
adapted to tht generality of headers in jpri- 
vait life; if they be hut such ot If link it im- 
portant to attend daily 4o this concerns of 
ffieir immortal part; and fb take, amid^ 
iht variety of scenes in which they are ^- 
gaged, some time to consider whether theit 
habits, di^sitions and practices are pleas- 
ing to God. 

To those who neglect this important in- 
quiry, what can be said; what can be 
written ? 

Some persons who take up this volume 
may think that the frequently repeated re- 
lations of experiences nearly similar, are 
tedious to be read; but it may be doubted 
whether such critics will be found among 
Vie hungry souls, or the abased ones. These 
will probably recollect that, in like manner 
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«5 the wants of the body recur from the, 
9ame existing cause, mid are relieved' hfj, 
similar means; the general wants of ike 
wul also, arising from the operation of 
causes which are long permanent, will con^ 
iinue to require a supply of the same reme- 
dies. These also will be likely to perceive 
thai even in the sameness of the feelings of 
the writer, there is a life which not only p?'e- 
vcnts satiety, but which diffuses animation 
ever her soliloquies : in which may be dis^ 
covered the humble perseroei^ance of a quick* 
ened mind, and abundant glimpses of tlu 
unfailing care of the Head of the church 
over his suppliant servant s.^ 

There is one remar kaMeparticular in tiiis 
diary, at which it may be worth while a 
little to hint, namely the numerous instances, 
where good meetings are spoken of, meet- 
ings.where truth was in dominion. Some 
will be likely to question the ability of the 
relater to judge of this ; will cofffine these 
feelings to her own well prepared mind; 
and thus may discourage themselves from 
expecting to find, in their retirements in 
spirit, what she. found in her lowly wait- 
ing upon the Lord. It is certainly not 
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imjf for one man to judge of the men-- 
ted feelings, industry, or sloth, of an* 
other (and this on the other hand shQvld 
always make us cautious of supposing tha^ 
others do not feel the good which ti^ 
feel) ; nevertheless it is quite consistent with 
our principles to believe that a sense may be 
given to the attentively waiting mind, of the 
spiritual situation of its companions. But 
be U even as such may be induced My suppose; 
is it not still a great encouragement to seek 
after that state of trite hunger and thirst, 
which has a quick relish of the least degree 
of sphitual sustenance; and to bear with 
persevering patience those seasons of spiri' 
tual poverty, which excite us to seek aright T 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness; for they shall be 
''filed," '' Blessed/' (also, as the same 
evangelist relate^ our Lord to have said just 
before) — ^' blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
'' theirs is the kingdom of heaien/' 

Another prominent feature in thest^se^ 
quent pages, is the frequency of the author's 
private retirements; wliich may possibly 
induce others to seek the same means of 
consolation and instruction, which seem to 
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^ne been singularity We^^cd to her. Tftere 
is reason to beliete that retirement is one 
mode pointed out ty the good Shepherd, to 
weati tenderly visitfd persons from associates 
who would impede their advaneement in the 
tvay of the cross; and to induce them to let 
their affections cetUre in spiritual gratifi^ 
cations, and permanent treasures : and much 
is it to he desired tJmt such as at time^feel 
the gentle attractions x>f heavenly love, thus 
'^ to sit alone, and keep silence,^* woidd yveldr 
to the sMutfcry intimation. They icould 
turdy thus nocpierimct the Lord to bt 
strength in weakness, n nec^nl supply in 
want, a safe conductor in the path to sal- 
vation. 

It is hoptd that, among iht various de- 
scriptions ofreaderi into whose hands thtse 
sheets may fall, the newly-^awakened may 
derive encouragement to yield up their wills 
in simple obedience to the requirings of the 
Lord, by observing how much ^ here exem- 
plified that description of the ways of 
Wisdom, " Her ways are ways of pleasant- 
'* ness, and all her paths are peace.'* And 
the deliverances from temptation, theconso- 
lations in ((fflictiou, and the support in trials 
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mnd difficuities, htrt recorded, tiiay tmtmaft 
the mote experienced traveller still to Jiold 
on his toay, trusting to the Lord tdone^ to- 
nothing short of the arm of OmnipiMence: 
For though the writer often appears to have 
had a moYe ready adcsss to the healing- 
Tvaters, than many think themselves to have 
attained, yet she Was often deeply humbled 
under a ^nse of her infirmities, and unwoYr 
thimss; taught that in the presence of the 
Lord no flesh' can glory ; and that He alone 
is able to begin, to carry on, andfincdh/ to 
ncdnnplish his own work. 

Of prcbally the most valuable part of 
Mary Waaitig's iife, the Diary itself, is an 
acturaie account so far as it goes ; and it 
goes to make the reader acquainted with the 
irikard recesses of her mind'. Of htr births 
her youth, her general habits^ and of her 
dostng moment, let maternal love dedare, 
M follows : • ' 

* ' My Beloved daughter Mary Waring was 
*o*» the 20th of Third Month, 1760. From 
a eliM, 9he was^ of an amiable disposition ; 
hH^ being naturally of a very livdy turn, 
9he appeared fond of eompavyx ond dis^ 
(MDV^iJ some inclination for gaiety ; though 
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for short of dicers of her intimate acquaint*, 
once ; and more readily submitted to pa- 
rental authot ity and advice than most. 

^' About the 27th year of her age (accords 
ing to her own accowit^ in a little narratioe 
which she wrote of her spirituaS progress ) 
she was favoured with a precious and humr 
bling visitationj which she readily and hap-- 
pily assented to, and became circumspectly 
concerned to fill up the religious, and other, 
duties called for other hands. For though 
she was not placed in an eminent situation, 
either in the church or in the world, ytt 4« 
far as her circumscribed abilities extended, 
she discovered the excellency of the Christian 
tharacter : — in filial duty, in sisterly qffec* 
tion, in tender love to her friends, and in a 
desire to be helpful to all around her. To 
attend the- chamber of sickness^ andy btji 
every endearing consolalion in her poTioer,. 
to smooth the bed of death, appeared to be 
her peculiar province. Nor were these duties 
coT^fined to her relatives and friends; but, 
she sought out the wretched abodes of po* 
verty^ sickness, and distress; and adnUr 
nistered advice, comfort, and substantial 
rdief. And where her ow» ^abUUy, T»m 
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inadequate to supply their necessities^ she 
advocated their cause with the more qffluent. 
In which she seldom failed of success ; so 
that I have sometimes been ready to say 
with Jobj '* When the eye saw her, then 

it blessed her; and when the ear lieard 

her, it gave testimony to her.'' 

She was a secret mourner for the deso* 
lotions which appear in our Zion; and 
I believe faitlfully discharged her duty 
as an overseer. Her diligence in attending 
ineeting$ was exemplary; and her solid 
sitting therein, often under the tendering 
influence of Divine love, was helpful and 
encouraging to others : and her vacant seat 
is sincerely regretted by her friends, who 
were feelingly united to her, mid have, divers 
of them^ emphatically expressed not only 
their own loss, but also their tender sym- 
pathy with me, under the very close trial I 
have sustained in my declining years : — to 
lose such an affectionate child, who had. been 
for a number of years my endeared com- 
panion, my ready assistant, and true sympa- 
thizer under various qfflictive dispensations 
which it has been my allotment to pass 
through. But, although nature was ready 
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to shrink from the hitler ciip, j/ea, at sea- 
svns to sink under it, yet in a firm belief 
that her day^s work was done^ and her re- 
demption sealed, I have at times been Jxir 
vouredtofeela degree of humble resignation, 
and' to bless the holy hand that both gave, 
and has taken atffay ; attended with a secret 
animating hope, that I may ere long be mer- 
^fidly permitted to rejoin her spirit in the 
peaceful abodes of unalloyed harmony and 
bliss. 

*' She had for a considerable time been in 
a debilitated state, but there appeared no 
idarming symptoms till about the middle of 
the Third Month, 1805, wlien her com-- 
^plaints increasing, myself and her other 
friends became very anxious about her^ and 
we prevailed on her to go over to Staines, 
and consult her brother William Tothill* 
She set out, accompanied by her brother 
Kidd, on First-^day morn, taking a most 
affectionate farewell of me, though I believe 
we neither of us apprehended it would be the 
last embrace; but so it proved. For though 

the medicines seemed to take the desired 
^ect, and on the following Sixth^ay, she 

* jf medical man' t 
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appeared rather letter, had walked in the 
garden, and next morning sfoke cheerfully 
to her friend StjUlla Turnour * (wJio had 
kinMy gone over to see he7% and lodged with 
her J ; yet, as her friend was getting upy she 
thought she heard her make an uncommon 
noise in her throat, ran to her, and called her 
brother, who came immediately, and had just 
raised her in his arms, when, alas! she 
breathed her last in the easiest and quietest 
manner, without one struggle. 

'^ Her remainswere brought to Godalming, 
and solemnly interred in our burying ground 
the SOih of Third month, 1805, attended by 
a respectful number of her friends mid 
neighbours: agedforty-five years. 

" And now, that her beloved nephews and 
nieces, who revered her living, and lamented 
her dead^ and for whose welfare in the most 
important concern site was earnestly exer-^ 
cised, may remember the advice she has be- 
stowed on them, and the example she has set 
them of submitting to the cross ; that like 
her they may become useful in their lives, 
and dose their days in perfect peace^ is the 

ardent desire of 

S. WARING/' 

^ Sei Third monib^ i%o$% 
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THOUGH this is called, and not wholly 
without propriety, a Diary, the reader 
may at once perceive that the memoran- 
dums presented to his notice are not 
those of every day. The relation who 
first transcribed them, aware of the cha- 
racter of sameness already hinted at^ 
suppressed the remarks of many days, 
which differed in nothing or little from 
those which remain ; and also others, 
where family occurrences were detailed 
in a manner not necessary to be published. 
Successive revisions of every remaining 
part have occasioned some further dimi- 
nution ; most of the verbal inaccuracies, 
which were likely to slip into remarks 
incidentally made, have been rectified; 
some few redundancies of expression 
retrenched; and the texts of Scripture, 
which are here and there introduced, 
probably only from memory, generally 
inserted as they stand in the Bible, 
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A DIARY, ^c. 



First Month, 179 r> 

r. Jt HfS being the first day of a netr j^t, t 
^ave felt new desires raised in my mind, that f- 
might double my diligence inpursuing thosethiiigs 
which make for peace; and spend each diy aitbtted 
me here in the pure &ar of Almighty G^» 
Though it hath been my practice for some years 16^ 
vedre ahnost daily, to feel after renewed Mteta^ 
to walk uprightly, as well ^s to see wh^re I havte 
missed my way, and how my accounts stood with 
the Father of meraes fa practice which T hare 
eause to believe hath been falesaed to toe) $ yet I* 
thought it mig^t not be unprofitable to keep somie 
little account in writing of my progress' Zion-wardii 
The looking over past failures may lend to keep^ 
me humble ; and if blessed with some good days, 
riie remembrance may sometimes seirve toTevifO: 
my drooping faith. 

2. Attended both meetings. In the mofniiig;,. 
after some conflict with a temptation, which pte- 
setfted itself on my first sitting down, was enabled 
in some measure to overcome it ; and to approach 
Him in whose presence Fs fulnesaof joy : the after- 
^ noon rather dull, yet not without aom^ dt^o^ tf^ 
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life. On going to bed a sense of my manifold in* 
firmities humbled me much. 

4. Wtot to meeting this morning. -Methought 
it was a low stripping season, which though not 
pleasing to the creaturely part, is doubtless benefi- 
cial to our souls: that seeing our own insufficiency, 
Ve may with more fervency seek help where alone 
it is to be found. 

10* My mind is pained under an apprehension 
that- 1 have spoken too freely of an absent friend. 
May it prove a lesson of caution for the future. 

II. Went to-meetingimder much discourage- 
ment, and seemed surrounded with infirmity; 
when, contrary to expectation, the great Physician 
of value was pleased to appear, to my help and 
'great refreshment. What a favour ! 

19. I was much humbled at meeting to-day, 
under a prospect of some little service that I be* 

;^lieved would be irequired of me, and was desirous 
. that I might be qualified for it : well knowing tli^t 
^of myself I can do nothing right ; it seeming as if 
there was scarcely any so weak or poor. 

20. I found some evil dispositions arise to-day, 
which I had to war with for some time. O, that 
every plant which is not of my heavenly Father's 
planting might be rooted up and destroyed *, that I 
might be made more pure than gold. This is what 
my soul at times is led ta aspire after, more than 
riches or length of days. 

28. My time so much taken up with nursing 
my dear father, and with family - engagements^ 
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that I have had scarcely any time for retirement 
these £ew days past : yet was favoured to keep 
pretty much in a state of quiet. 

Second Months lygr- 

1. My mind was sweetly affected to-^y, on 
looking over the journal of my beloved niece, to 
see how honestly she mentioned her faults. Q 
may this'employ be blessed to her, and her- mind 
influenced by divine wisdom to distingubh right 
from wrong;, and strengthened to pursue tlie 
tlungs that make for peace. 

2. Wrote some remarks to my dear niece> en« 
couraging her to proceed in so profitable an em- 
ployment. O, while I am overlooking others 
vineyards, that I may not neglect my own. 

7« Many trials of patience to^ay. Doubt t 
did not bear them with that me^kness^ that b^ 
cometh a professed follower of a crucified Saviour i 
yet in the evening my mind was sweetly drawn to 
aspire after purity, 

8« Received some affecting accounts of the 
sudden death of some of my acquaintances. May 
I be also ready, not knoviring how soon the mes* 
senger may be sent to my house* 0> that it may 
J>e set in order. 

1 8 • A heart-tendering season at meeting to-day. 
How sweetly is that saying of our blessed Saviour 
verified, even in this day of degeneracy and deep 
revolt^ **. Where two or three are ^th&t^ Vi-* 



* gether 5i my ttame, thet^ tm I m the miSst ot 
*f them." Oh> what a favour to feel this gather- 
ing arm of divine power extended for our help ! - 
20. A time of much poverty in the fore-parfc 
of the meeting, but as I abode in a gOod degree of 
patience, was favoured with a little of the inbreak- 
ing of %ht and life. 

22. No time these two days fbr retirement ^; 
yet my mind was preserved, L trust, in a good de-»- 
^e of watchfulness and. patience ):. under some 
unpleasant circumstances^r 

23. Poor and weak $ ytt deitrDUS of renewed* 
strength and faithfulness^ 

24. Some remimUagi of my Keaveoiy Father's • 
love* How are his mercies renewed eiTery mom^ 
jng. 

25. Mj mind too easily drawA intt) a wander^ 
ii^ edit^ at meeting to-day, out of the hearing of 
tht true Shepherd's voice) which brought tne inta 

ft nate of M^HAtliftg Mid Jb^^ita&tkK. 

ft6. A. time of sweet refreshment in my retire-, 
ment to-day. May I be thankful enough fo.r such 
ft favour. 

" 27. Staid at home from meeting to-day, from 
necessity, not from choice;, yet was favoured to 
fiel Him neat m^i who. i$ (Dtniripdtetiti and doe^ 
not overlook his poor little ones, who are hunger^ 
ing for the bread of lift even in their solitary situ- 
litiohs. It is with f^ar ^nd humility that I have 
tiiw dafed Kb tank wiysfelf ci thattoumber \ though, 
-surely one of the KitidermOst of the ftoclc. . 
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Third Month, X791. 

2. Renewed afflictions : was thankful to fteel 
som^ degree of resignation^ and my hope and faidi 
were a little strengthened in a sitting in the familjr, 
in the evening. 

3. Fresh accounts of a distressing nature. O, 
>inay we be brought to an entire reliance on that 
divine s^rm of strength, which* can support and sus* 
tain through a sea of conflict: surely else we should 
faint by the way. 

5. My afflictions renewed this evening hf fresh 
intelligence of a distressing nature; and, bein^ 
deeply humbled, i was permitted *o approach the 
throne of grace, and sweetly refreshed under a 
belief that the Lord would in his own time heal 
and bind up the broken-hearted. 
. 6. A favoured time at meeting this morning. 
My mind deeply humbled with the consideration 
of the goodness of the Almighty towards me, in 
his gentle dealings with me ; not according to my 
deserts, but his adorable mercy. Dull and heavy 
in the afternoon, y^t trust the warfare was, in de- 
gree, maintained. 

7.. I trust this day has not been spent wholly 
in vain ; having an opportunity thrown in my way 
of doing a poor neighbour $ome service. I am 
thankful that ability was given. . ^ . - 

9. Many occurrences crowded in ^during thisQ 
day^ and nay poor mind^ I doubt^ too much re« 



sembled the inn of old^ being taken up. with manjr 
guests, yet I would hope not to the entire exclu- 
sion of the blessed babe. 

12. My mind a little strengthened and ani- 
mated to press forward, by reading the experience 
of a faithful servant of the Lord. 

.13. A time of sore conflict at meeting; yet, 
being reduced to a child-like state, methought I 
was permitted to approach Him who said, *' Suffer 
** little children to come unto me, and forbid 
" them not/* 

1 6^ Taken up these few da^ past, attending a 
dying friend : though my feelings were tried, yet I 
thought the Comforter was near, preserving our . 
minds in a degree of sweet composure ; believing 
that when the conflict of death wa$ over, the 
grave could have no victory ; the sting being taken 
away. 

i8« I was much humbled at meeting thjs 
morning, under the prospect of desolation in our 
Zion. How few, how very few, burthen bearers. 
Was desirous that I might be fitted for one, and 
not shrink from it. 

20. A time of much favour this mommg at 
meeting ; yea my cup was made to overflow. The 
Lord's banner over me was love, and his fruit was 
sweet to my taste. How unworthy such adorable 
condescension I In the afternoon some conflict 
with the spirit of lieavinessj but, through mercy, 
, Was enabled to overcome it. 

24. A day of much bustle^ yet found a little 
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leisure to retire out of it; and centering down to 
the pure gift, my mind was sweetly refreshed un- 
der ji sense, of the Lord's continued goodness to 
one .80 tinworthy. 

ay. Our preparative meeting, and though my 
mind was led into mourning at the low state of our 
discipline, yet thought it a season of renewetl 
farowr. 

TouRTH Month, i79i# 

3. Our quarterly meeting began. My mind 
was affected on seeing a remarkable change in a 
young man, who I believe had entertained ^notions 
bordering on deism, and I was led in silence to 
adore that goodness, which had thus mercifully 
extended this extraordinary visitation to hinu 
" Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that 
** repenteth more than over ninety and nine juftt 
•* persons :" and surely every sensible mind that is . 
witness to it is made a partaker in this joy* 
Blessed privilege ! 

4. To-day, in the meeting for discipline, I was 
called upon to expose myself as clerk, none else 
being willing. It was with much fear and trem« 
bling that I submitted. 

7. My mind sweetly drawn this morning into 
silencei where I was favoured to experience that 
*' They that wait upon the Lord shsCU renew their 
*^ strength ; they shall mount up with wings as 
I* eagles \ they shall run, and not be weary^ aaosl 
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^* they shall walk and not f^int/* O, to be ci^hled 
to hold on my way. 

1 1. Wrote a letter to a young womaii) who U 
apparently hastening -fast to her dissolution. Wa$. 
•fe^ul she didix^d^^k so herself. She received 
it kindly. 0| that it may induce her to tupi in>- 
w^rdly^ and see how her accounts stand. 

13. Too much encumbered about many things, 
some of which did not materially concern me. 
Was taken in the night with such a violent palpi- 
tation of the heart) that I scarcely expected to 
survive the. struggle ^ butthou^ Oljord^wast near 
tne, and sustainedst me, and in adorable mercy 
•heardest and relievedst me. O, make me thankful 
enough, and humble enough. 

14. Low and humble to-day, and desirous of 
teing kept so. In the evening met with a severe 
shock to niy fe^ings . 

17. A time of travail in the morning 5 yet se»- 
cret counsel was vouchsafed; for which I was 
humbly thankful. They that would be espoused 
to Christ must be chaste, both in thought, word^ 
and deed> and entertain nothing that would defile 
the temple which he is pleased at times to visit. 

18. On a review of this day, I feel no con^ 
demnation ; but hope I tiave been enabled to step 
along safely. 

21. Conscious of some weakneis. P^id a 
visit to a ixi^ni ii^ s^i^tioni ii) which Iba4 «s(tis«. 
faction. 
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22.' WhiJe waiting tliis morning atnieetlu^" 
\ as I thought at Wisdom's gate, an unexpected 
^ ind .strong temptation was presented tomyminrf 

' by the grand adversary ; hurt I ttu^t I did not in 
any measure join in therewitlf : ffnd my secret cry 
to the Lord' was for preservation, and that he 

^ woald be pleased, in his infinte mercy, rather to 
cut short the thread of my life,- than that I should 
live to dishonour his holy name. Oh, the distress 
it brought, lest I should be separated from the love 
of God,! 

23. My mind renewedly humbled, under a 
sense of my own weakness, and the subtilty of the 
unwearied adversary ; of which I had a painful 
proof yesterday. O, to be enabled to draw near 
him, who can alone preserve from the devourer. 

26. This day much given up to family con- 
cerns and company, I think I may say in a cross 
to my own will, feeling some pantings after hea- 
venly bread. A little refreshment before I retired 
to rest. Oh, the privilege of reposing our cares 
in Him, who alone is able to sustain the poor 
drooping soul amidst the many conflicts it has had 
to encounter, in its passage to (I trust) a better 
country ! 

30. Though a silent meeting, yet to my mind 
a very favoured one, far beyond my deserts : yet 
towards the conclusion, attacked with sleepiness ; 
which I had reason to fear had prevailed with 
some, much to their hurt. Oh, the supineness and 
indifference of some who ought, from their ;v.d- 

B 
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vanced age, to stand as pillars in the church, and 
stretigthen the weak hands of us^ who are so much 
• younger ! 

Fifth Month, 1791. 

3. A wrong disposition got up this morning,' 
(even something of murmuring and complaining) 
on comparing my situation with, some others who 
are more favoured with the company of valuable 
friends. Was thankful to feel 'it corrected, and 
self brought into abasement, on considering the 
many blessings I enjoy beyond thousands ; and 
that the best of teachers, who can never be re- 
moved into a corner, is ever near, and all-sufficient 
to those that trust in him. Surely he hath dealt 
bountifully with me, far beyond my deserts. How 
ungrateful then to tepine at his dispensations ! O, \ 
my soul, be thy clothing dust and ashes. 

4. More quiet and comfortable to-day, but no 
time for retirement till after I went to bed 5 when 
I sought Him whom my soul lovelh j and he was 
pleased to refresh my wearied soul. 

8. A favoured time at meeting. How is the 
Lord pleased, at times, to make the desert blossom 
as the rose ! 

9. , Poorly in health, and apprehensive by my 
feelings that I should be quite ill ; yet favoured 
with resignation to whatever the Lord shall be 
pleased to dispense, either sickness or health, be- 
Keving it will be all ordered in best wisdom. 
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10. Better to-day, which is cause of thankful- 
ness i and what is still more so, that I was favoured 
to approach Him " who is the health of my coun- 

" tenance." ' 

11. A beautiful morning ! I rose early, and 
methought niy mind being perfectly calm, resem- 
bled tlie cloudless sky; but meeting with some cross 
events, was not enough on my guard, but suffered 
it to be ruffled, which brought me into humili- 
ation ; and I was desirous of repairing to the wash- 
ing pool, that I might be cleansed from every de- 
fling and hurtful thing. 

12. Spent good part of the day in profitable 
reading, which tended to draw my mind heaven- 
ward. How much of my time have I squandered 
in the fore part of my life, in reading books of t 
pernicious tendency ! 

23 . My mind too much outward, which surely 
bringeth with it its own punishment — a sensible 
deprivation of the presence of God. What greater 
punishment ! 

24- My niind, havmg suffered ^^unger, was led 
to pant after heavenly bread: which was gradously 
Touchsafed in my retirement to-day. Oh, this 
best of ^blessings ! Nothing short of it can satisfy 
the qmckened soul. 

29. A time of labour in the morning : yet not 
deserted by the good Husbandman. Went to 
meeting in the afternoon in great weakness ; when 
quite unexpectedly, the Lord was pleased to break 
10 upon my soul with his life-givinig presencej and 
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by removing the spirit of heaviness, to array it with 
the garment of praise : and I believe others were 
made partakers of the same inestimable blessing. 

Sixth Month, 1791. 

I . No time for retirement to-day ; yet in my 
solitary walk met with the beloved of soul?, who 
sweetly attracted me, and melted me into tears 
under a sense of his goodness and my own nothing- 
ness : feeling at that time that all good proceeded 
from him, and that it is only as we receive ability 
from him, that we can do any thing aright. 

5 . A time of sweet encouragement at meeting, 
this morning. O, that such seasons may be rightly 
improved, i Staid at home in the afternoon, from 
necessity. 

'• 7. No time for retirement to-day; though I 
strove hard for it, and was as often disappointed : 
■yet the «weet quiet I felt in the evening induced 
me to believe that my desires were accepted ^5y the 
Father of mercies. How much better is' it to 
spend one hour in thy cotirts than a thousand else- 
where> yea preferable to the most refined delights 
this worW can yield ! 

10. A time of labour at meeting, being hum- 
bly desirous of being directed aright in a little ser- 
vice which I believe was required of me. 

11. Wrote a letter to a young man, who I 
believed had been favoured with an extraordinary 
visiution, and who I was fearful was going back- 
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ward. Found peace in discharging what I believed 
to be my'duty, leaving the event. 

12. A time of digging deep, yet laboured not 
in vain, being favoured to drink a little at the pure 
fountain of life. Afternoon, an uncommonly labo* 
rious meeting 5 and though my mind was deeply 
exercised for the arisings of life, I could scarcely 
feel any. Times and seasons are in th(5 Lord's 
hand ; and no doubt but these stripping, proving 
ones, are intended for a trial of our faith and 
patience. 

13. The reist of this week confined by illness, 
under which I was preserved in a good degree of 
composure and resignation to the divine will ; abd 
was favoured at seasons, to feel tHe Physician of 
value near, whose heavenly presence can shed 
peace and comfort even on the bed of sickness. 

• 19, Well enough to get to meeting, which I 
djrteenied a favour, and which proved a precious^ 
heart-tendering season. 

2o« A short, but sweet refreshing season to-» 
day, which I thought helped to support me, through 
an unpleasant conference with the young man to 
whom I ha^cl written. I fear he is in an unsafe spot; 

21. My mind a little relieved (though by nd 
meand wholly) from the burthen thrown on it yes-J 
terday, and is deeply humbled, fearing Iha^'^/dond 
•^rong in giving him my advice ; yet thouglit I did 
it in much simplicity, and under an apprehension 
of duty. O, to be rightly directed) is the sincere 
prayer- of my heart. 



so 

22- Ratlrer comforted under a belief that Idld 
right in writingi though it • had not the desired 
effect. 

a 5. On a review of this day, think my mind 
has been too much outward, yet found time for a 
little retirement, in which it was drawn to aspire 
after a better state, even perfect holiness. 

28. No suitable time for retirement. Caught 
myself entertaining vain and silly thoughts. Was 
desirous they might be taken fiom me, which was 
granted me; and, though in company, my mind was 
sweetly attracted upwards, feeling sensibly that all 
was lighter th;^n vanity when cc^pared with the 
jbys of God's salvation* 

Seyemth Month, x79i* 

3. Our quarterly meeting not large: I thought 
the forepart of the meeting heavy, yet not wholly 
deserted by the great and good Husbandman, who 
is still n>indful of his little ones. 

4, The meeting of this morning I thought a fa- 
Toured season : a fresh extension of heavenly regard 
to the backsliders in our Israel. My poor mind 
was earnestly tamed to the Lord for help and 
strength, which was graciously given me to ga 
through the service of the meeting as clejk* 

6. A close trial this morning in parting with a 
beloved sister ; and the prayer of my heart was to 
the Father of mercies, that he /would be pleased to 
be with her in the way that she goes, and be unto 
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her as a wall of defence on the right hand and on 
the left. 

14. Felt sweetly peaceful this morning, and 
something of the hoveripg wing of ancient good- 
ness, even while employed in the business of the 
<}av : but, alas ! for want of watchfulness missed 
my way 5 and though it is what many would 
esteem a small thing, yet I felt it to be wrong. O 
for more stability. How doth the soul, measurably 
redeemed from the pollutions of tlie world, feel 
even small crimes I I am thankful to feel it so, 
and earnestly desire that this swift witness against 
every appearanc? of evil, may be my coo^tatit com- 
panion through time. 

15. A hard struggle with a spirit ofindiiFer- 
ence and lukewarmness, which beset me at meet- 
ing to-day I but with thankfulness may acknow- 
ledge that, in degree, I obtained the victory^ 
through the gracious assistance of Him who saw 
my feeble endeavours and blessed them : to whom 
be the praise. 

19. Felt comfortable to-day notwithstanding 
some unpleasant circumstances. Favoured with a 
little access to the throne of grace ; where in deep 
prostration, my poor wearied soul begged a renewal 
of strength to Tiold on its way. 

22. A favoured season at meeting this morn- 
ing J which, methinks, should have proved a suffi- 
cient incitement to keep my heart with all dili- 
gence, &c. iirstead of which gave way in the 
afternoon to a wandering disposition, and strong 
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flights of imagination, which surely lead from that 
peaceful and quiet habitation, which, methought 
rtiy soul enjoyed this morning. O, may it be fa- 
voured to get again into the valley, where there is 
safety, 

27. Favoured in my retirement to-day 5 yet was 
guilty of a weakness in the evening, in saying Sun^ 
day to a persen not a Friend, for which I felt con- 
demnation, and desire to abide humbly under it- 

28. This day passed I trust in humility and', 
fear 5 and I was favoured in the eviening far be- 
yond my deserts, with sweet access to the throne 
of grace, where I implored forgiveness and more 
stability for the future, 

29- Was desirous this morning at meeting of 
sitting like Mary of old,' at the feet of Jesus ; and 
to be taught of him j when it was shown me that I 
was not enough pure ; that the warfare must be 
continued, and that daily. O, that I might be 
thoroughly cleansed. 

Eighth Month, 1791. 

2. Was favoured in my retirement to-day to 
recur, as it were, to Bethel (where the Lord wa» 
first pleased ta visit my soulj, and gratefully to call 
to mind his gracious dealings with me. Though 
his appearance was at first very low and small, 
even as it is compared to a grain of mustard seed, 
y^t he was pleased to incline my heart to prize it, 
and in abundant condescension hath been pleased 



to encrease my ^tdre; and, blessed for ever be hi^ 
holy name, hath kept me alive to this very day. O, 
that I may never turn aside to the flight hand or 
the left, but deeply ponder the path of jny feet, 
and let my eye look straight forward. • - 

' 6. *A sweet refreshing season this evening; be- 
mg favoured to partake of that stream Which inakeii! 
glad the whole heritage of God. How ufiWrthy 
Stxch goodness ! Did not choose to go out 'this 
evening, lest I should lose the sweet savour. 
• 8 . Deeply humbled to-day under a Sense of my 
own unworthiness, and a fear that my love is not 
sufficiently pure and chaste towards Christ, who is 
alone worthy of our affections. O, to be more 
weaned from the world. 

12. A very favoured heart-tendering season- 
this morning at meeting ; but towards the close a 
scheme of benevolence caught my attention; 
which, though there was something specious in its 
appearance, drew my mind off its proper wntch.- 
Thus can the enemy transform himself as into au 
angel of light, in order to gain his ends. 

17. Shook off sloth, and rose early, that I 
might have a little time for Tetirement before the 
rest of the family were stirring ; that, waiting at 
Wisdom's gate, my niind might be infltienced so 
as to step safely through the day ; yet -did not feel' 
the divine presence so sensibly as many times. May 
I be sufficiently humbled ; not doubting but the de-^ 
ficiency was on my part. 

23. A sMreet cloudless morning. . I rose with 
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a tranquil mttid, being desirous of preservation 
through the day ; and surely J had need of it, find- 
ing fre^h exercise for my patience. 

24. A refreshing time this evening, under the 
belief that it was nothing short of the good hand 
of Godi -that first inclined my heart thus to reli- 
gious retirement* It was not from any imitation^ 
not knowing any, at the time I began, that were in 
the practice ) but I can with thankfulness acknow-^ 
ledge, that it hath been abundantly blessed to me. 

28. I sensibly felt the divine presence this 
morning at meetmg^ and, under a sense of my ma- 
nifold infitmities, was led to aspire after a greater 
degree of holiness and renewed strength to walk 
uprightly j seeing some who had, I believe, made 
a good beginning, turning aside from the narrow 
way ; not being (I fear) humble enough to receive 
the babe Jesus in his lowly appearance ; but per- 
haps expecting great things, and looking as some 
did formerly for signs and wonders. 

31. Very unwell in my bodily health, yet fa- 
voured with a renewal of strength to press for- 
Vrard, • 

Ninth Month, 1791. 

!• A very trying day, and my spirits, being 
weak from indispositipn, could hardly bear up un- 
der it 'j yet earnestly desired an increase of patience 
and humble resignation under every allotment, 
however trying. 

^, A fStripping time at m^ipg. /I.£e)tweak, 
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poor, and helpless, like a little child ; having no- 
thing of my own, and scarcely strength to ask for 
a little help. 

4. A precious meeting in the morning. In the • 
afternoon, after labouring for about an hour, with- 
out gaining what my soul longed for, these words * 
Qpened livingly in my mind, ** He trod the wine- 
** press alone^ and of the people there wa« none- 
*' with him," which tendered me exceedingly : and • 
the language of my soul was, that I might not be 
like those formerly who followed hifh for the $ake 
of the loaves and fislies 5 but that I might be will- 
ing to be his faithful companion in tribulation, be- 
lieving, that if ever I entered the kingdom it must 
be through sufFerinT. 

13. Went a journey, and pooWy in health, so 
that I could not have retired but with difficulty : 
and am fearful of appearing more in shew than in * 
substance ; yet thought I felt good near, and was ' 
preserved in a degree of quiet and (I trust) inno- 
cence. 

21. ** The heart knoweth his own bitterness :" 
and were it not that I am sometimes favoured to ' 
partake of that joy with which the stranger cannot 
iotermeddlc, surely my heart would have fainted 
long ago. 

24. A favoured season this morning ! Surely 
the oftnef wc repair to the fountain, the more 
likely we are to keep our garments unspotted of the 
world. 

25. A time of labour the forepart of the meet* 
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ingi yet being desirous of patiently abiding dnder 
It, the clouds at length were dispelled ^ and the 
I^ord w^s pleased to arise with healing upder his 
wings 'j for which favour may all that is within me 
magnify his adorable name. , , 

27. A severe struggle this morning with indis- 
position. What a favour, in such seasons of 
distress, to feel the Physician of value near; and 
O, what an unspeakable favour to have a well- 
grounded hope, that when this earthly tabernacle 
shall decay, we shall have a better mansion pre- 
pared for us, even a house eternal in the heavens ! 

29. No time for retirement to-day 5 yet felt my 
mind sweetly attracted upwards, several times in 
the course of the day v especially in the evening 
when in company, so that I could scarcely refrain 
from tears. 

Tenth Month, 1791. 

3. Our quarterly meeting at Esher. A pre- 
cious heart-tendering time at meeting this moming,^ 
after some conflict. At the conclusion of the 
meeting for worship, received the affecting intelli- 
gence of the death of my beloved 'uncle Jeremiah 
Waring, which affected most, if not all friends 
present : his removal Leing considered a publick 
loss. Many said, * We have lost a father ;' for 
such he was in the meeting he belonged to. Alas> 
\V^o is there likely to fill the vacant seats of the 
worthies removed! May. the Lord of the harvest 
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be pleased to raise up some ; for surely the st^ 
of things in this quarter is lamentable ! 

6. Have dwelt much in the valley these last 
three days ; though I met with some interruptions^ 
from company, yet it hath seemed a weaning time. 
O for a more perfect dedication of heart to the 
Lord and his service. 

9. Went to Alton, to the funeral of my be-, 
loved uncle ; the company much smaller than it 
would otherwise have been, owing to the very wet 
weather. The fore part of the meeting I thought 
mucli favoured; feeling that which is beyond" 
words. A solemn pause at the grave, notwith- 
standing the inclemency of the weather. 

1 2. Was at Alton week-day meeting j at which 
though I found enough to do to keep my mind 
upon the watch, yet I think on the whole it was a 
favoured season. Returned home in the afternoon j 
found all well: fresh cause for thankfulness and 
lowliness ! 

1 4. " Stand in awe, and sin not," was sweetly 
impressed on my mind soon after my first sitting 
down in meeting;, and a refreshing season it 
proved, my soul being led as into fresh and green 
pastures 5 yea, I was made to lie down and rest as 
at noon-day. Oh, that one so unworthy should be 
favoured with this blessed experience ! Notwith- 
standing, before the meeting closed, I got off my 
watch ; such is the instability of human nature 
left to itself. 

16. A time of close exercise this morning at 
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meeting, in which I had to believe, thatmy fcet^ 
would be turned into a narrower path than I had 
hitherto walked in, and that the day of the Lord 
must come upon all pleasant pictures. O, may I 
be enabled to awell with the consuming fire, and 
freely give up to the sword that which is appointed 
for destruction. 

22. My strength a little renewed this morning 
in my retirement. How sweet and profitable are 
.these seasons ! 

23. A refreshing season at meeting this morn- 
ing : yea, I thought the si one was rolled from 
the well's mouth, so that my soul, with* some 
others present, was favoured to drink freely of the 
waters of life. O, tliat all were gathered to this 
fountain 5 then would there not be so many barren 
ones amongst us, as is now sorrowfully the case. 

26. Received the aflPecting account of the death 
of a relation, who hath left a wife with four small 
children. It hath shown to my wind the necessity 
of digging deep ; that when afflictions like these 
are permitted to come, we may know a safe hiding 
place fioni the storm. 

29. Surely my mind resembles the dove after 
makiffg excursions from the ark (that place of 
safety) ; but, finding no rest for the sole of her 
foot, returns wearied, yet with delight, to it. And 
Oh, the adorable goodness of God ! How is he, 
as it were, putting forth his hand and receiving me 
into this quiet habitation ! O^ that I may never 
0tray from it« 



S9 

.'31. My mind a little animated to press for- 
ward in the heavenly race, by reading a sweet ac- 
count of a youth but sixteen years of age; yet who 
had far outstripped me. O, may it excite to en- 
creasing yigilahce and circumspect walking; that 
I als») may at the conclusion of time, have an inhe- 
ritance among the saints, and spirits of just men 
made perfect. 



Eleventh Month, 1791. 

2. Company and visiting have taken up much 
of my time to-day : yet could not go comfortably 
to bed without feeling after the divine healing 
virtue, and taking a solemn review of the day, 
in which I felt no condemnation : so went to bed 
in peace. 

4. Strengtiiened in my solitary sitting to-day;,, 
being favoured to partake of the water which is 
freely offered to those that seek it. Oh, th^t so 
many should slight so great a blessing ! 

7. Have spent my time to-day in good and pro- 
fitaUe company, and my mind much occupied in 
an affair of some importance; yet upon a reviey, 
think I might have stolen a little time for retire-, 
ment, that I might have had the more full enjoy- 
' ment of his presence which I ought to prefer to 
every consideration, and which I, sometimes, hope 
I do : but through the instability of nature, ofc- 
times miss my way. , 
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II. A precious season at meeting this mof IW 
ing, though a silent one, and but very few there ;' 
yet surely we were fovoured to feelthat gracious 
promise verified, that where two or three are 
gathered in the name of Christ, there will he be in 
the midst oif them. " ' ^ 

• '13.- AtK)ther favoured meeting; and hotwith-* 
standing, as Benjamin Kidd had to express, many, 
considering our small number, are sick and weakly, 
and some asleep ; yet the Lord is still graciously 
remembering Zion, and satisfying her poor with 
bread. 

20. Confined these two last days by indispo- 
sition. It was some trial to be kept from meet- 
ing ; but knowing whence all good cometh, and 
waiting in my solitary sitting to feel him, who is 
Omnipresent, near to sustain my feeble mind, he 
was j^raciously pleased to revisit my soul with his 
life-giving presence. In the afternoon had a little 
conference with a dear niece, in which I imparted 
some spiritual advice ; being anxiously concerned 
that she may seek the God of her Fathers, now in 
Ker youthful days. 

ai. Poor, weak, and low, both as to my out- 
y^ixd and inward state. How do I long, like the 
poor woman formerly,' to touch but the hem of his 
garment, that I might be made whole. 

23. A little revived and comforted to-day, in 
the belief that I am still preferring Jerusalem to 
my chief joy. * O, may *^ my right hand forget 
•'her cunning,*' and *• my tongue cleave to the- 
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" roof of my mouth," rather than I should desert 
a cause so precious* 

25. In my silent sitting at meeting this morn- 
ing, some clear openings. How is the Lord hiding 
the mysteriea of his kingdom now, as formerly, 
from the wise and prudent of this world, and re- 
vealing them to babes and sucklings ! For evet 
bfessed be his holy name ! 

27, When I brought my gift to the altar to- 
day, I saw that I had done something which was 
to be removed before it could be accepted 5 yet; 
endeavoured to reason it away, thinking it was 
too trifling to be required ( but it was cleztlf 
shown me, that I was not to look at the smallness 
of the sacrifice, if the Lord saw meet to require it 
at my hands, who *^ seeth not as man seeth." . f 
am diankful that I was enabled to take up- the 
cross and yield obedience ; in which I found peaceJ 
May I ever thus attend to the pure discoveries of 
this divine teacher. 

29. Spent the fore-part of the day profitably ; 
but walking out in the evening met with several 
acquaintances, with whom I conversed 5- and my 
mind got too much into the spirit of the woirl^ 
which separates from the spirit of Christ. Feeling 
this to be my situation, endeavoured to turn in- 
ward and feel after that which crucifies to the 
Dirorld y and was favoured to feel my strength » 
little renewed. 
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Twelfth Month, 1791. 

3* Another affecting instance of the uncer- 
tainty of time^ in the sudden removal of dear 
Mary Merryweather, a mother in our Israeh A 
stripping time surely I 

4* How frequently necessary are the opera- 
tions of the sword of die spirit, to separate betwixt 
the precious and the vile 1 and though it is pain* 
ful to the creaturely part, yet am thankful to feel 
this work going on. O, that it may remova 
(though it may divide us betwixt the joints an4 
the marrow) every thing that is contrary to the pure 
siiiid axul will of the Lord, is the sincere prayer o£ 
ttij heart. 

^» My mind sweetened and refreshed by the 
tenewed visitation of the heavenly Father's love, 
very early this morning before day-light,, as I lay 
on my pillow ; so that I can say from some degree 
of living experience, good is the Lord, and worthy 
to be feared and served for ever. 

II* A favoured season at meeting, both morn*- 
ing and afternoon. It was shewn me that I should 
dwell more in the meekness ; and my hearf was 
affected with the recollection of 6ur blessed bavi- 
our's example of meekness and patience under suf- 
fering. P, that J mighty indeed^^ be enabled to fol. 
low £im whithersoever he is pleased to lead. 

14. Have been confined these three days by in- 
disposition, having had another attack of the palpi« 
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tation'. The struggle was so violent, that had not the 
arm of the Lord been underneath, I think I never 
could hav^ survived it ; but though the billows rose 
high they were not permitted to overwhelm me» 
I Btill feel weak and low every way, yet have not 
cast away my confidence, believing the Lord is 
still near, though he is pleased at times to hide^ as 
it were, his face from me. 

~ 15. A sweet refreshing season to-day, at* 
tended with an earnest desire that I may not be 
found in an unprepared state to meet the Bride* 
groom of souls. 0> that I may be preserved 
chaste in my love to him ia the earnest breathing 
of my «ouI. 

1 8. In the fore part of the meeting the enemy 
was near spreading lus snares, and seeking to draw 
my poor mind o£F its watch ; but my eye and cry 
being to the Lord, who beheld the conflict, he was 
pleased, in gracious condescension, to appear for 
my help, and the renewal of my strength. May I 
walk more worthy such unmerited goodness* 

19. " Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
*' which leadeth unto life," I find it soj but, O, 
may I never grow weary of striving to enter in, nor 
faint in my mind ; ever keeping in remembrance 
that the crown is at the end of the race. 

2 1 • Let the day pass over without retiring, suf- 
fering little things to prevent me : but not feeling 
easy under this omission, when I retired to rest, I 
besought the Lord to forgive me, and strengthen 
me in future :to follow hin)^ more faithfullyi beiof^ 



desinm9 to wash mine hands in innocency, that sd 
I might encompass his- holy altar. 

26. Oh, the daily warfare that must be main- 
tained, if we would run - the Christian race ! no- 
thing short of a frequent supply of divine* nourish- 
ment can enable us to endure the combat. 

31. And now I am come to the close of the 
year. On looking back I am a little revived with 
the hope, that if I have not made much progress I 
have not been going backward 5. and- though I still 
feci myself a poor weak creature, yet I have abund- 
ant cause of thankfulness that I am still preserved 
in the land of the Hving, notwithstanding the many 
assaults of an unwearied enemy. Though I know* 
not what trials may await me^ yet I desire not to 
be anxious about the future ; But rest in a firm reli- 
ance on the Lord, that whatever he may see meet 
to dispense, will be for my good, even as for daily 
bread; May I be preserved in it, and then tei 
come what ti;/// come, I believe it will be weiivrith 
me. Oh ! this state of humble dependance is very 
precious in my sight. 



First Month, 1792. 

4.. I zm truly desirous that I may not bemore 
in shew than substance. A specious outside may 
impose on men, but the Lord is a heart-searching 
God^ yea, ** he trieth the reins," Search me, 
O Lord, and know m^ ways, and if iniquity be 
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Ibund within me, be pleased to take it away ; it is 
in thy sight I desire to stand acquitted, let others 
think of me as th^y will. 

6. A silent meeting, yet to me a season of re- 
freshment, being favoured with a little of the ce- 
lestial rain. How precious are these watering sea- 
sons ! surely they are intended to encrease fruit- 
fulness, may mine bear some proportion to the la- 
bour bestowed by the good husbandman, "^ho is so 
frequently raising good desires in my mind 5 but, 

■ 

alas 1 how are they often weakened by the lower- 
ing concerns of this world ! 

12. My mind was led in my retirement to-dayj 
to press after heavenly treasure, which alone can 
enrich, and i& not subject to decay, nor will it 
ever wax oM like a garment. Oh, the excellency 
of divine love : how far doth it transcend even the 
most refined delights of this world ; ancient, yet 
ever new ! May I dwell under its holy, preserving, 
sweetening influence. 

16. *• He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
** also sparingly," ** but the hand of the diligent 
** maketh rich ;" may I be of this number. 

1 8« How do I love to feel self-abased, and my 
soul reduced to a child-like state, believing it to 
be' acceptable in the sight of the Father of mer- 
cies ! 

20. A humbling time at meeting, under a 
belief. that something would be required of me, 
M^hich would be a great cross to my natural dispo- 
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sition ; yet am desirous of dwelling low, afld, if 
the concern should continue, that I may be enabled 
to do it faithfully, though it should cost me the re- 
gard of the person reproved. 

24. A dreadful, alarm of fire in the night on 
our premises •, but through the unspeakable good- 
ness of Providence, it was got under without any 
material damage, O, how do I desire to be made 
thankful enougli for this renewed instance of di- 
vine preservation ! But, alas ! I feel so poor and 
exhausted, both in mind and body, that I fear my 
gratitude is not enough lively and fervent : yet a 
little hope revives my drooping soul that our mer- 
ciful Creator, who knows the weakness of GUI' 
frame, will be pleased to accept the integrity of my 
heart. 

25. Still indisposed and poorly from the late 
s^hock ; yet having been favoured with a little of 
the fresh incomes of heavenly love, which is 
sweeter to my taste " than the honey and the 
honey-comb," I ceuld desire nothing further ; this 
enjoyment being more than a counterbalance for 
every trial. 

28.^ Have been taking a review of the former 
part of my life, which was mostly spent in folly 
and vanity, few, I think, exceeding me therein, as 
far as I dared j yet, I remember I frequently felt 
remorse, and had at times good desires raised in 
my mind after a better state, but having a wrong 
example in some unprofitable associates, I became 
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^teatly estranged and wandered far; yet in un- 
speakable love the good Shepherd remembered me, 
when I had forgotten him days without number ; 
and about the twenty-seventh year of my age he 
stretched forth his crook, and gently drew me 
back into his fold. How is my heart tendered 
with a sense of his goodness as I write, that he 
should preserve my life until he had brought me 
acquainted with himself, and shown me the joys 
of his salvation. May these things sink deep in 
my heart, frequently pondering how much I owe 
to the Lord. 



Second Month, 1792. 

1 . Suffered mymind to be ruffled and soured by 
some oross occurrences this morning ; which, how- 
ever, I strove to suppress, and believe it was not 
discovered by others ; but that did not satisfy me, 
not feeling that sweet peace which I prize above 
every other enjoyment, I retired awhile, and, 
centering down out of the cumbers and cares which 
had perplexed, was favoured to feel something of 
that healing virtue, which now, as formerly, heals 
every malady, and alone restores peace and tran- 
quillity within our borders, 

2. A pretty comfortable day, and I hope not 
spent in vain. Agreeable tidings in the evening of 
some ministering friends likely to come this way j 
which humbled me under a sense of the goodness 
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of the Almighty, who had thus inclined their heart? 
to visit this poor spot, 

5. When I brouglit my deeds to the light in 
my silent sitting at meeting this morning, me- 
thought I discovered in myself an eye too <)uick- 
sighted to tlie failings of others, and not enough 
so to my own ; and begged that eye might be m 
plucked out, with every thing that is of an ofFeni- Vi 
5ive nature. 

1 1- On a review of this day tliink I may ven- 
.ture to say it hath been usefully and profitably 
spent. 

13. A bustling day, being that of Godalming 

fair, yet I endeavoured to keep my mind as much 

out of it as I could ; and^ finding a little leisure, 

took a solitary walk out of the noise and bustle ; 

jn which my mind was sweetly impressed with ^ 

lively sense of the many blessings I enjoyed beyond 

thousands. It melted me into tears, and my heait 

overflowed with gratitude to the bountiful Awthor 

of them to one so unworthy. The day being very 

fine, and these impressions rendering my walk 

truly delightful, it was with reluctance I quitted 

the tranquil spot for the hurry and noise of the 

town. 

17. I found it hard work this morning at 

meeting to keep my poor weak mind from roving 

hither and thither, nor could I find a resting place, 

though I sought it with many tears,' till near the 

conclusion, when I got more stayed, and felt a 

degree of sweetness cover my mind. 
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23- Rose this morning a little after two o*^clock 
to watch with my dear uncle Kidd^ who having 
several fine sleepsj I was desirous of improving 
this season of solemn quiet to my own advantage, 
by repairing to the inexhaustible fountaitl of all 
effectual help, feeling afresh my inability to do 
any thing aright, even to direct my own thoughts j 
for, alas ! are they not evil continually unless pre- 
served under the pure influence of his holy fear ? 
O, that my soul might be arrayed therewith as 
with a garment, to defend it from the various 
assaults of an unwearied enemy. My mind 
sweetened and refreshed by this opportunity. 

24. In our little silent gathering to-day my 
mind was replenished with celestial showers, yea, 
I was enamoured with the goodness and loving 
kindness of God, thus extended to the meanest of 
his works. What an unspeakable favour, that we 
finite creatures, should, while in the body, be per- 
mitted to feel in degree the weight of that glo- 
rious crown which is reserved for those that hold 
out to the end; but these seasons are rare, and 
intended doubtless to animate our faith; not that 
we should tabernacle here, but press forward for 
the mark, O may I move on in fear and humility, 
and so witness preservation in heights as well as in 
depths. 

Third Month, 1792* 

4* When I sat down in meeting this morning 
a prayer arose in my heart, that I might b^ ^^t^^ 

C 
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served from 'forming to myself any likeness or 
image, and that I might be enabled to worship the 
living God in spirit and in truth, which petition, 
I trust, wiaS measurably granted. The afternoon 
I tfiought rather heavy, yet not altogether unin* 
3tructivc, it being shown me that there is but one 
path which leads to life. Oh, what need then of 
encreasing watchfulness ! 

5. Though by no means an idle day, yet I let 
trifling thoughts put by my retiring awhile to feel 
after a renewal of strength, f elt uneasy at this 
omission on going to bed, nor could I give sleep 
to mine eyes, till I had humbled myself before the 
Almighty, and craved the continuance of his 
fatherly protection. 

8 & 9. Comfortable as to the outward : when 
that is the case I have often had to remark the 
entfmy is most busy with his assaults ; yet by fre- 
quently retiring inward to Him, whose name is a 
strong tower, I hope he hath not prevailed so as to 
destroy the good seed of the kingdom : strong have 
been my cries to the Lord, that he would be 
pleased to- preserve me from this devourer. 

II. A searching time this moryng at meeting. 
Oh! how did I desire that every unclean thing 
might be brought forth and slain: that nothing 
might be spared, which was appointed for de- 
struction ; that the temple of my heart being 
made clean, the Lord might delight to take up 
his abode there! I felt his love afresh extended 
towards mej and my soul viras prostrated before 
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him uncfer a sense of his matchless goodness, and 
my own unworthiness. 

14. Was thankful to feel a vrong disposition 
corrected. O, may' I ever attend to the s^'crpt- 
reproofs of this divine Instructor, who Would 
assuredly lead out of all error and guide me into 
all truth J but, alas, how often do I miss my way, 
for want of a more steady adherence thereto ; and 
so multiply crosses ind diflSculties, which more 
watchfulness might prevent ! 

23. My mind affected this' morning with the 
account of the dangerous illness of a relation, who, 
1 fear, is not fully prepared for the solemn change; 
and the prayer of my lieart was, that she niight be ' 
spared a little longer ; in hopes she might improVii" 
so great a mercy to her everlafling benefit. 

24. Felt weak and poor in my solitary sitting 
to-day, yet no room for repining, believing it my 
due, having idled away several hours before in fri- 
volous reading. 

27. The quarterly meeting at Alton; which I 
believe was a seasoil of renewed favour to many 
minds: but being indisposed with head-ache, and' 
meeting with many Friends, unsettled my mmd, 
I found It hard tvork to keep on the watch, so that' 
I partook but in a small degree of divine good:' 
yet in the meeting for discipline, was sweetly ten- 
dered at the reading of the testimony concerning 
dear Mary Merryweather; and living desires arose 
in my mind to that gradous Pbwer, which had 
presetved her through the vicisdkades oi loxcw^^ 
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and at length centered her out of the reach of the 
enemy, that he would also be pleased to preserve 
me to the same happy conclusion. Nor can I 
doubt his watchful providence^ who hath hitherto 
supported me and poured unnumbered blessings on 
my head j it is my own weakness I fear, know- 
ing the frailty and deceitfulness of my own 
Jieart, lest I should one day or another fall by the 

J* 

29, My mind sweetly refreshed in my silent 

sitting to-rday on reading the two last chapters in 

the Revelations, as it hath often been. O, that I 

may so walk as to become an inhabitant of that 

excellent city where nothing that is defiled or can 

annoy shall ever enter. 



Fourth Month, 1792. 

1 . Our quarterly meeting begun. Soon after 
I sat down in sieeting I was made sensible that 
Divine Good was near, by the sweet quiet I felt 
my mind drawn^ into, which holy covering I be- 
lieve spread over many minds, if not all, in th« 
meeting, 50 ihat it proved a heart -tendering 
season* 

2. In the meeting for worship the extending of 
heavenly regard was renewedly felt, and I believe 
some whose mindf were deeply centered, went 
away richly ladeAy.I also partook in degree, but 
bein|; too muc)i like Martha^ encumbered about 
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many things, I found it hard work to keep my 
miiid stayed, so that I believe I suffered loss : yet 
was enabled to get through the business of the 
meeting to admiration j which is cause of thank- 
fulness, that I shouH be at all fitted, or in any 
degree qualified, for service in the church y yet I 
well know from whence my help cometh-. 

6. Our monthly meeting, which I attended,, 
imd lii it my strength was a little renewed, not- 
withstanding the confirmation of a painful occur- 
rence, the grievous fall of one who had been 
signal 1 y favoured . 

ro.. A little encouraged to hold on my way, 
having had renewedly to believe that the Lord is 
still graciously near for my preservation and' help; 
A fresh incitement to love, fear, and trust in 
him. In the evening, falling into company, my 
mind was too much leavened into the spirit of the 
world. 

11. Went to Guildford to meet two Friends in 
the ministry. They were led (in meeting) in 
close searching testimonies. O, that it might 
awake the careless and lukewark, some of whom 
seem settled as on the lees. An encouraging 
time in a friend's family to the young folks. In 
the evening meeting here, as well as in several 
sittings, they were led to encourage and animate 
iis to press forward for the mark for the prize 
of the high callings wKtch is Christ Jesus. Ohj 
Iiow was my sdul prostrated. in deep reverence and 
thankfulness, under a renewed sense that the 

C3 
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Lord had not forgotten Zion, brutwas thus send- 
ing his faithful servants to comfort her waste 
places, and cause the solitary to rejoice : my soul 
.was nearly united to tliem and humbled that I 
should ever be counted worthy to feel this pre*- 
cious unity, which is surely the bond of peace, 
and still remains the badge of dlscipleship. 

13. Another favoured heart- tendering season 
in our little gathering to-day 5 yea, my cup wai 
made to overflow ; but before the meeting closed 
I let in a fear that $ome trial might succeed .this 
enjoyment (having before found it so), and, so it 
proved j . but keeping near the centre and ^afe- 
hiding place, my mind was preserved in a good 
degree pf peaceful quiet imder it, .^.that I hope 
f}}e enemy had ^o adv^antago, 

15. A heavy meeting ; in which nay mind was 
much exercised that I might not givcys^ay to thie 
^ slothful dfsposition which I believed too muci(^ 
prevailed over the meeting in general (a very few 
excepted), and I was strengthened to maintain the 
watch for some time ; . but afterwards lost grQund| 
and beforq the meeting closed got from the true 
centre into a wandering disposition. 

25. Gave way too much to a roving dispo-^ 
sition, for which I was humbled in the evening : 
in other respects a well-spent day. Surely it is 
profitable thus often to retire and see >yhereabout$ 
we are. I find it so, and believe it has been 
blessed to me j yet how many do I see running 
on days^ monthsj and years, without seeming to 
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fake any account how they spend their time. 
Alas ! I often think how will they be able to stand 
so long a reckoning with that God whom they 
have forgotten days without number ! I find 
enough to do to keep my accounts clear by short 
reckonings. ' 

27. A season of renewed favour in our little 
silent gathering to-day. O, that some of our care- 
less professors would come, taste, and see for 
themselves, how good the Lord is to them that 
fear him. Then would they not let trifling 
things hinder them from attending week-day meet- 
ings, as is now sorrowfully the case. 

29, I sat down in the afternoon meeting under 
discouragements, thinking we had a poor com- 
pany J but my eye and cry being to the Lord (who 
is alone able to help us), that he would be pleased 
to enable me to maint^ii^ the wartch^ he,: in greatt 
condescension, granted my request, and sweetly 
tendered my spirit before him. May I walk . 
worthy such unmerited favours. I sometimes 
think when I sit thus broken in our meetings, 
that I am as a gazing-stock to those who, for 
want of coming under the operation of truth on 
their own minds, are i^ad.y to account it a strange 
thing} but, O, may I eve^r count it matter of 
rejoicing to be thought a fool for Christ's sake. 
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Fifth Month, 1792. 

6. Called on dear uncle Kidd before T went 
to meeting, who is confined to his bed by indt's- 
^position. He enquiiied if I was going to meeting; 
I told him I was ; he then desired I would think 
of him when it was well with me ; which greatly 
humbled me even to tears, considering my weak- 
ness and infancy, and how much more I stood in 
need of his prayers, who appears near the end of 
his pilgrimage, while I poor creature, have made 
but few advances in the heavenly race. Under 
these considerations I went to meeting, which 
proved a season of encouragement. In the after- 
noon felt something that would have exalted self, 
for which I felt gently corrected. Oh, how did 
it humble me ! and yet I secretly rejoiced to find 
the best of guides and instructors so near, inclining 
mine ear to hearken, and mine heart to receive 
instruction. With what delight did I sit under 
his teachings ! 

13. Deborah Darby, . Rebecca Young, and 
Frederick Smith, attended our meetings, both 
morning and afternoon. In the former they bore 
living testimonies to the excellency of the truth as 
it is in Jesus 9 encouraging those in whose hearts 
the day-star had arisen to follow on, and not shrink 
from suffering : and inviting, in persuasive lan- 
guage, those who were at a distance to come and 
sec for themselves how good the Lord is. The 
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meeting concluded in heart-tendering supplica- 
tion. 

14. Accompanied our beloved friends to 
Quildford« Another favoured meeting, and i, 
precious opportunity in a friend's family, not 
sooQ, I hope, to be forgotten by some present; 
and, by one in particular, to whom I. believe a 
itiercifurinvitation is extended. I gave up to what 
I believed a small pointing of dirty in cautioning 
the person in question not to suffer his present 
impressions to be easily effaced. 

1 6. Preparing for attending the yearly meet- 
ing, my mind was unexpectedly tendered under 
the consideration, that though I was now leaving 
home in full health and strength, yet I might 
never live to return; which thought, however, 
was not distressing to me, but the prayer of my 
heart was that I might be preserved in innocence, , 
and prepared to meet the awful summons when- 
ever it should please the Father of mercies to send 
it to my house 5 that so the solemn messenger may 
not prove a king of terrors* 

21. Our women's yearly meeting began this 
afternoon ; and, I think, I never felt the divine 
covering more evidently spread over a meeting 
[than] soon after our first sitting down, so that 
many were broken into tears before a word was 
spoken. 

Sixth Month, 1792. 
4. No suitable time for Tctifinj; to-dv^^ ^^x. 
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was preserved in much quiet ; and, I trust, in a 
good degree of the Lord's holy fear. 

11. A busy day 5 yet I still retain a lively 
sense of a sweet impression. with which my mind 
was favoured while employed in ciitward occu- 
pations. A circumstance occurred, which led mc 
a little to look forward to some trials which might 

• • • 

await me J and the thought struck me, how I 
should be supported under them $ when I felt such 
an unusual sweetness cover my mind as seemed to 
remove" every anxious fear, and my faith was 
strengthened to believe, that tlie Lord, who was 
thus graciously caring for me, would not permit 
any thing to befal me but what he would enable 
me to bear. , 

12. On setting down the above remark, which 
I had no time for yesterday, my mind has been 
renewedly humbled, under a sense of the Lord's 
goodness ; and methought I could do no less than 
set up, as stones of memorial, such signal blessings 
vouchsafed to one so unworthy. O, may they 
never rise in judgment against me. 

21. A busy morning: went in the afternoon 
to Guildford to meet dear Martha Howarth, and 
Priscilla Hannah Gurn^y, who had an evening, 
meeting there, which to me was rather a laborious^ 
one •, partly owing perhaps to a bad sick head-ach,^ 
which I had to struggle with. Martha Howarth was^ 
led to describe the true foundation, and the advan- 
tage of building on it, and how unhappily some 
had missed it for waat of digging deep enough. 
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and «o had built on tke saiid^ whidi could not 
stand the day of trial. 

15. A beautiful morning. Ro^e early^ yet 
found die tempter near, spn;ading in my view 
pleasant pictures nev^r likely to be realized. May 
they be stained in my view, and every roving 
thought and imagination bounded by the Lord's 
pure fear. Oh, this daily warfare ? I desire not tx^, 
shrink from it, but to be renewedly strengthened 
to maintain the combat. 



Seventh Month, 1792. 

I . Went to Croydon and attended the quarterly 
meeting. According to my feelings it was a season 
of renewed favour, believing the crook of divine 
love was still held out to a backsliding people. O, 
^at they might be wise enough to close in with 
such repeated gracious invitations, while the day 
of mercy is lengthened out. 

8. A humbling season at meetings not only 
under a renewed sense of my manifold weak- 
nesses, but my former sins being set in order as it 
were before me. I saw afresh that where ill 
habits had taken deep root, it must be a work of 
time entirely to extirpate them \ yet a little en- 
couraged with the belief that this work was gra- 
dually going on. O, may the Lord (who is 
alone able) be pleased to perfect it to hU onhtw 
praise^ whatever 8ufierin|^ I uudet^ \Ck ori^^t. 
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for its completion. My mind sweetly tendered in 
the evening on hearing that some of our young 
folks, who are setting out in life, are taking up 
*lhe -cross, not only in their appearance, but also 
^in the furniture of their houses, coming back' to 
primitive simplicity. 

10. Poor and weak, yet have believied at this 
time, that it is good for us to be thus stripped and 
abased^ that no flesh may glory in the presence of 
the Lord, seeing our sufficiency is alone of Him, 
who is worthy of all praise and adoration. 

12. This day I think not unprofitably spent, 
and my faith a littlfe animated to press forward, 
though nothing to boast of. 

' 1 8. Too easily put by retiring, yet endeavoured 
to step safety albngj though- in much weakness. 

28. A busy day, my mind too much encum- 
bered, and pettish with a dear child who was 
somewhat untoward 5 yet a littie sweetened this 
evening under the precious influence of Truth. 
How do I love to hear, as it were, the voice of the 
Lord in the cool of the day ; nor do I wish, like 
Adam, to hide myself from his pure eye, desiring 
to bring my deeds to the light ; and to feel judg- 
ment pass over the transgressing nature : for, Oh^ 
he is rich in mercy ! 

Eighth Month, i 792. 

13. Have given way too much to a roving 
if imposition to^day^ lvK\d\ I UiA wxQit\%^ and Oh, 
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tow have I desired, in this my retirement, to Se 
enabled to mount a little upward above this low 
and lowering world ; to shake myself from the dust 
of the earth, and feel my mind reoewedly strength- 
ened to press forward, laying aside every weight 
and burthenrf This surely is a great attainment, 
yet It is what my poor soul, amidst all its weak- 
nesses and imperfections often aspireth after. 

14. I trust a well spent day. 

15. Have renewedly experienced the truth of 
that assertion, *' A man's foes shall be they of 
his own house ; " having been much tried to-day 
with a wrong disposition of mind, which, I fear, I 
too much yielded to in the first place ; hut feeling 
the gentle reproofs of my good guide, who en- 
abled me to turn to him, through his gracious 
assistance, they were measurably put to flight. 

26. Our preparative meeting, previous to the 
quarterly meeting. When I sat down I felt so 
poor and destitute of divine good, that the enemy 
would have persuaded me it was in vain to press 
after it ; but, as he was a liar from the beginning 
so I found him in this instance ; for after some 
conflict with a lukewarm spirit, I was enabled to 
draw near to the fountain of living waters, and was 
awectly refreshed. 



Ninth Month, 1792. 
4. A paiiifbl feverish nij^t* 'RxA^Hit.ifc-'Wv^ 
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languid 'f yet after a while got better : renewed 
cause of thankfulness 1 O, that I may be mad^ 
enough sOj for even this disposition is not at ou( 
commandy hut as we receive it from God who i$ 
the giVer of every good ^nd perfect gift. 

5. Some unpleasant circumstances; and my 
xnind not so comfortable as at mc^ny times, having 
let in some doubts ', yet I trust desirous of being 
directed aright even in what n>ay ^appear trifling 
things. 

6. Still embarrassed ; yet have concluded to 
do what appears safest, though contrary to my 
inclination. 

7. My mind seems relieved by doing what I 
believed, right, yet found it hard work this morn- 
ing at meeting to get at the spring, but was at 
length favoured with a little refreshment, whicl^ 
my soul panted after. 

lo« Rose with fresh desires after heaven and 
heavenly treasure ; and that I might be preserved 
ficom every appearance of evil. In the afternoon^ 
ytfht^ I sat down to work, I felt my spirit unex- 
pectedly contrited before the Lprd i thankful for 
this favour, I laid it aside, and sat in much tender- 
ness before him a considerable time, for sweet, 
indeed is his love. O, that I was a more worthy 
partaker. 

12. Have been led this morning to admire with 
humble thankfulness, the continued kindness and 
long suffer ing of a gracious God towards one so 
^a^rortby, stud that io :aU |x^y v»^pderi^gs, |ie 
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should be pleased to watch over me with a father's 
love, and bring me gently back again into his foVl. 
How can I do less than [thus] commemorate his 
goodness, who hath deak so. bountiful] y w^th 
me, a poor worm V 

1 6. Made myself work to-dav by suffering my, 
mind to go after trifling things, oefore I vr^nt to 
meeting, so that I was obliged to labour to g^t clear 
of them; yet, after awhile was fayoi^red far be-, 
yond my deserts, even with the liftings up of the. 
light of the Lord's countenance upon nnte. O 
my soul, how vast is .the debt ihou owest ! mayest. 
thou walk in deep liomihty and fear befpre hipi/ 

20. Nothing particular has occurred A^se last 
few days; a portion pf each has beeh .spent in 
retirement, and, I may with gratitude acknowledge,- 
that in these solitary sittings, I have felt the ovej-. 
shadowing of the Divine wing, to my great reiresb-^ 
ment and encouragement; yet I also retain a hum*- 
bling sense of manifold weaknesses. 

30. After some conflict with a wandering dis- - 
position, both in the morning and afternoon meet- 
ings was favoured to partake of the hidden mann^ 
which can alone nourish the soul up to eternal 
life ; and was led a little to behold the beauty and 
excellency of .tliat state of innocence in which our 
first parents were creatcd> and to aspire after it. 
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Tenth Mokth, 1792. 

I. My mind disquieted and uncomfortcd af 
meeting with a disappointment, for want of that 
true resignatten with which we ought to meet 
erery event. 

%. More comfortable, yet do not feel that en- 
tire resignation ©r my will to the Lord's will 
which I Have laboured after, having no doubt but 
every dispensation is ordered in unerring. wisdom; 
yet nature is sometimes ready to stgrt aside, O, 
that hiine may be brought into true subjection, is 
the sincere prayer of my heart. 

3.. Am comforted to feel my mind restored to 
its wonted tranquillity. Being in company in the 
evening, gave way too much to the vivacity of my 
disposition, so that it bordered on levity, for which 
Ifelt condemnation. 

4. As soon as I awoke this morning, the recol- 
lection of last evening presented itself painfully, 
€0 that Iwas humbled under a sense of my weak-- 
ness before the Lord, who I believe accepted my 
. penitence and .restored peace to my soul. How 
unmerited this favour ! 

^5. Our dear friends Martha Howarth and 
Priscilla Hannah Gurney came to pay us a re- 
ligious visit; my heart rejoiced to s§e them ; they 
attended our week-day meeting, which was also our 
monthly meeting ; the former had a very close time 
in testimony, apprehending from the feellu^s given 
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' her that there was unfaithfulness amongst us 5 
and was led to speak of the parable ofw the sower, 
and the different kinds of ground the good seed 
was sown in, and the various things which pre- 
vented its growth, &c. 

7* The above-mentioned friends attended our 
meeting, Martha Howarfh again led in a close 
manner to expostulate with some amongst us, who 
she believed were not grieved for the afflictions of 
Joseph, but were settled down in a state of carnal 
security. My mind was much humbled under 
the consideration that the Lord should in great 
condescension thus permit his chosen servants to 
plead with the gainsayers. 

24. My soul hath adopted the language of one 
formerly i " If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my_ 
** right hand forget her cunning. If I do not re- 
** member thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof 
<< of my mouth ^ if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
** my chief joy.*' 

3 1 . The morning taken up with family affairs ^ 
and attending my * scholars, and the afternoon in 
visiting, so that I could find no time for retirement, 
which I regret, having doubtless suffered loss. 

Eleventh Month, 1792. 

4. I felt the renewed extension of the heavenly 
Father's love soon after I sat down in meeting this 

* She for tome yean kept a school for about eight or tea poor 
children. " 
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mornings and Oh, with what joy did I meet the 
beloved of souls ! How vaft is the debt I owe 
him I May I manifest my gratitude by a more 
steady obedience and unreserved dedication of 
heart, i desire to do so 5 but I fear my own in- 
4tability. 

6. My timyso fullft taken up that there seemed 
no time for retiring these two days ; yet I trust 
the general disposition of my heart hath been right. 
Received an instructive lesson last evening by the 
dep»ture of one (of whom I had entertained a far 
.different opinion) from the simplicity which onoe^ 
adorned her. My heart was sorely pained on her 
account, and with tears I besought the Lord on 
jnyowni lest I should also fall by the way, and I 
•/elt a willingness to be stripped of every earthly 
.delight rather than forfeit this best of blei»sings, 
;lua favour^ which alone can truly enrich. 

14. A fresh scene of trial and affliction 
opened in the alarming illness of my dear sister^ 
Xtettice } and Oh, the prayer of my heart hath 
^en that it may be brought into a perfect resigr- 
nation to every dispensation of unerring wisdom^ 
for "shall not the judge of the whole earth do 
'« right." 

18. A humbling time at meeting this morn- 
ing, feeling afresh my inability to take one step 
fright, withaut divine assistance ; yet my faith and 
jtrepgth A little i:enewed in the all-sufficiency of 

• Wife of Jeresiiah Waring, Alton, Hantt. 
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that arm of power ^^hich had hitl^erto preserved 
me. 

22. My soul bowed under a sense of the 
Lord's goodness in permitting me ^till to ap- 
proach his holy footstool, amidst my .manifold 
infirmities. 

^6. Much aiFecjted this morning by my b^-* 
loved father's finding something of a paralytic 
affection, looking on it as a^ gentle warning. O9 
that J may 'be truly resigned, and patiently 
submit to ^e Iiprd's will> without a repining 
thought. 

^7* Abundant dause of thankfulness to«day$ 
iny dear fj^ther bet^r. and a more favourable ac- 
pQ^^t froni Jil^Qti. M^ iny ^r^itude bear iom# 
proportion thereto. 

30. Our yrtilfffd^J meeting* A baptizing 
eeason. JM[etb9V|gbt my lamp wai afreih triovi 
med, ^ xeplepidl^d ,^ith heayenly oil. 

Twelfth Month. ^702. 

• • ^ 

I^ Ahii^Y day, yetiouri^ tiqae to visit the ^ick, 
and iidminister ^ ji^tle help. Jk am 4iaakf\il that 
ability was giv^n; . , 

6. Have been ied to IoqJc Jb^k ^ j^ttle .^p^ 
i^ecout^t the Lord's mercies, -and .my rheart hath 
overflowed with gratitude for ..^U ;hi$ Wes^ingSf 
both spiritual and temporal. 

7r Went to our monthly meeting, which 
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proved an instructive season, notwithstanding I 
had jsomething to war with, having too much given 
way to a wrong disposition. O, that I may suffi- 
ciently profit thereby. 

II. My strength a little renewed this evenings 
in my solitary sitting in my chamber. Precious to 
me are these seasons: yea more than the increase 
of com, wine, or oil. 

1 6. An instructive season at meeting: was 
desirous of sitting in poverty and dryness, rather 
than offer any thing polluted. O, to be preserved 
clean-handed. 

i8. A welt spent morning. In the afternoon 
did something with a good intent, yet am not 
quite satisfied in my mind that it was right, which 
brought heaviness and a cloud. 

19. More comfortable, yet the cloud* not 
totally removed. O, that every motive as weH as 
action may be brought to the measuring line, 

21. A humbling season at meeting, and trust 
I felt something of the healing waters. O, to be 
washed clean, that no impurity might remain. 
This was the prayer of my heart. 
• 29. These two days have passed quiedy awiay, 
and I trust, have been spent profitably, yet in my 
retirement uncommonly poor and stripped j under 
which I ifelt in a good degree resigned. An afiwt- 
jng account of the increasing indisposition of my 
dear sister Lettice. 
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First Month, 1793. . 

I. Another year begun, and I doubt but small 
advance in the heavenly race; yet it is cause of 
humble thankfulness, amidst my manifold weak- 
nesses as a creature, that I am still preserved alive 
iti the truth. Have retired twice to-day to feel 
after that blessing which alone can enrich the soul, 
but felt uncommonly stripped and poor ; so that a 
sigh and a tear were all I could offer ; yet preserved 
in a good degree of quietude. 

4. Oh, my self-love! I have had cause to- 
mourn on this account to-day. How many 
actions, which appear specious in the sight of 
men, spring from this corrupt root ! Great are the 
advantages of a daily examination. What num- 
berless foibles have I discovered in myself since I 
have been in the practice of it, which before 
passed unobserved. 

9. Paid a visit to a relation, who shewed me 
much kindness 5 but, alas! my heart was pained 
at beholding the deviation from the simplicity of 
truth, and what a snare there is in riches : how 
few can withstand them, or are watchful enough 
to prevent their undue influence. 

13. Went to Longford meeting, where, after 
waiting at Wisdom's gate, my soul was sweetly 
refreshed with the fresh flowings of Shiloh's 
streams : yet, poor unstable creature as I am I ^t 
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off my watch, and in a great measure lost the 
sweet savour thereot 

19. My* time fully occupied irt attending my 
dear sister: and, though I have had no suitable 
time for retirement, yet have frequently felt the 
tendering influence of truth on my mind while 
thus engaged ; which leads me to believe that the 
Lord prefers mercy to sacrifice. 

24. These several days taken up (as heretofore) 
irt la close attention to my dear sister; yet a fresh' 
temptation hath presented, to which my mind hat' 
too much yielded at times, it being pleasant to 
look at ; but at others, by retiring inward I have 
been favoured with abihty to get from under it 5 
and the prayer of my heart has been, that I might' 
feel every desire limited, and ask nothing but what 
the Lord saw meet in his infinite wisdom to dis-* 
pense. O, that I could rest here, humbly thankful 
for the many blessings I enjoy beyond thousands. 
How unworthy thereof I cannot but acknowledge 
with, confusion of face. 



Second Month, 1793. 

2. Came home, on hearing my dear father was' 
confined with the gout : found him better than I' 
expected^ which calls aloud for gratitude. 

9. Another wecfk passed away, yet I hope not 
spent in vaJn. My time has been pretty fulfy 
occvpied in 'attending my dear father, and 1x17 
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^tholars, visiting the sick, and in family* affairs : 
yet aiDidst these various occupations have not lost 
sight of that better part which Mary chose ; .hav- 
ing my mind, at seasons, sweetly attracted;to feel 
after that living spring, ^hich can alone furnish 
with ability for every good word and work. 

14, Felt the pure influence of truth on my- 
mind this morning as soon as I awoke, for which 
I felt thankful, and was desirous of retaining this 
precious savour through the day; but the many* 
et^umbering things have too much prevailed, so 
that I feel poor and dry, yet quiet, and I hope 
humble : much need have I to be so. 

2 1 . Came to retire with a heart panting after 
the refreshing stream' of • Shiloh •, but, alas! dry- 
ness and poverty is my portion. I desire to be 
humble and patient under this dispensation, and 
learn what it is to want as well as to abound. 

22. After struggling awhile this morning at 
meeting, had to set up my Ebenezer, and say, 
** Hitherto hath the Lord helped me." Blessed be 
his worthy name for ever. 

26. Amidst all my weaknesses fresh aspirations 
after purity and perfect holiness arose in my retire* 
ment to-day, and I was favoured with a little 
access to the fountain of living waters. 



Third Months i793* 
3. A precious season at meeting thlt moxtCvc^. 
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May this renewed favour excite to more vigUancef 
and circumspection, for surely the Lord looketh for 
fruit proportionable to labour bestowed. 

9. A day I think profitably spent as to action, 
and I trust my mind pretty much preserved from 
hurtful things) yet am truly desirous that every 
motive may be brought under the purifying opera- 
tions of truth. 

14. Answered my dear father impatiently. 
Surely I» who have so many weaknesses of my 
own, ought to bear with patience those of an age4 
parent. 

1 6* Too unguarded in my conversation, speak- 
ing censoriously of an absent person, not enough 
keeping in view the golden rule of doing as I 
would be done by. O, for more watchfulness, 
that I might escape condemnation, yet am thank- 
ful to feel the reprover near. May he never leave 
or forsake me. 

21. Hastened to Alton to see my dear sister 
Lettice i found her rather better again, but in the 
evening she altered for the worse, and a trying 
night succeeded ; she was for a considerable time 
speechless and convulsed; but after awhile, re- 
viving, called us separately to her, and took an 
affecting farewell ; saying as she pressed us with • 
fervour to her bosom, it was like rending her 
asunder, and that it seemed, from the nearness she 
felt for us, "as though she could drink in our 
*' spirits." She gave much advice to the servants, 
respecting their care of the dear children, begging 
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tiiem not to leave them to strangefs ; addingi '^ Oh 
** how they cling around my heart ! " 

a2. A most trying day : my beloved rister'* 
pain excruciating ; but getting easier - towards 
evening we ventured to go to bed, as she re a* 
quested it* 

24. Called up between three and four o'clock* 
this morning, my dear sister altering for the worse, 
and as we apprehended dying : yet the all-wise: 
Disposer of events, who cannot err, though to «8 
{lis ways are imsearchable and past finding out^ 
did not see meet to finish the work: she again- 
Tevived a little, and took nourishing things. In 
the evening, sitting in silence round her bedy out 
aiinds were made sensible of the overshadowing 
*wing of heavenly love, when a friend was engaged 
in st^plication by the bed-side : soon after this, 
the dear suffering creature was deeply tried with a 
severe conflict of spirit, fearing the hope she had 
entertained was not welUgroundedj which was 
very exercising to our minds, when these words; 
[alluding to Isaiah liv. 8.] Sprang livingJy in my 
mindf and also in my brothers, ^^ for a moment I 
** htd my face from thee, but with everlasting 
^> kindness will I return unto thee," which was a 
relief to us, although ^e was permitted to struggle 
with her fears for some time : but after a while 
broke out thus * O, praise the Lord, I shall now 
' soon iiave to rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
' full of glory. Oh, the peace that I feel, it passes 
* all understanding i O, sing praises^ svn%^\mt;^\ 

D 
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^ to fed this rock^ ^t such a time> liow comfort- 
« able, &c.' 

25. Sister Lett ice lay pretty quiet most of the 
day ) ia the afternoon asking her to have a little 
wine^ she said, ^ No^ my dear lister, no more 
*wine, till I drink the new wine/ Was nearly 
cold for several hours, yet again revived. 

26, A dull quarterly meeting-day, sever^ 
afflictive events rendering it unusually small ^ and 
all of us engaged in the solemn employment of 
watching round the dying hed of my beloved 
sister, who could not clearly articulate^ yet made 
us seRsi)>]e of her wants, and frequently prayed to 
be released ^ which awful event took place abcHit 
five o'clock in the evening, leaving on our minds^ 
no doubt of her glorious change from pain and 
sorrow to everlasting joy and rej racing : which 
administered to us, who had seen her inexpressible 
sufferings, rather cause of humble thankfulness- 
than eiccessive mourning ^ though we painfully 
£ek the separation. 

29. Th^ remains of my beloved sister interred v 
and cannot but acknowledge it a favour that we had 
the company of some valuable friends, on this' 
solemn occasion, particularly dear Job Scott, whose* 
company was truly acceptable. 



FoyRTB Month, 1793. 
I. Our quarterly meeting (at Guildford).' 
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Dear Job Scott bestowed much labour* May* the 
frultft appesnr after many day$. I was enabled to 
get through th^ business of the meeting as clerk^ 
to my humble admiration. 

4. I trust, amidst my manifold weaknesses at 
a creature, I still love die appearance of our 
blessed Redeemer, however small and lowly; 
either as a reprover or comforter. May I ever 
cherish it as the best of blessings. 

ID. A fatiguing day; yet think, in the even* 
ing, I might have found time for retirement, if I 
had not been lukewarm. Content not thyself, O 
my soul, with making this remark, but be willing' 
to abide under condemnation. 

II . What an inestimable favour that there' is^ 
to this day, a Bethesda, for the Lord's children to 
repair to and wash; that they may feel their 
health renewed as from day to day i 

14. Seasons of conflict between nature and 
grace, both in th^ morning and afternoon me^t-* 
ings ; yet trust I may add, with thankfulness, that 
the latter prevailed in some degree. Oh, how was 
my poor mind tossed from wave to wave } 

16. Too much outward in my mind, and 
dwelling on things unprofitable; but retiring 
awhile in the evening, have endeavoured, with' 
divitie assistance, to shake myself a little from 
earthly desires, and to cast my whole care on Him 
who hath hitherto blei^sed me } indeed far beyond 
my deserts. Oh, tlie sweet peace which I feel 
when enabled to repose all iny c«c«t oii \ox£v\ 
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every anxious thought subsides. O, that I could 
dwell dn this quiet habitation : but alaSj^ how great 
is my instability I 

23. How beautiful does the outward creation 
appear ! What resemblance does my soul bear to 
it? I trust there is a little greenness^ which is. 
a sign of life at the root ; though I doubt but little 
fruit. C^ that encreasing faithfulness may appear. 

24. Felt a wrong disposition rising this eveo* 
ingy but was enabled to suppress it: envy at 
hearing tlie praise of another, at which I ought to 
rejoice^ and I hope I now do ; at Lfast^ I desire to 
do iu 

30. Another busy morning, and the afternoon 
spent in visiting some relations i and though far 
fpm unprofitable company, yet I always find 
visiting about dissipates the mind. 



Fifth Month, 1793. 

I. Was at the week-day meeting [at Alton^i 
this morning, in which I trust the watch was in a 
good degree maintained ; yet think I scarcely ever 
remember a imote exercising time ; a sigh and a 
tear seemed all I could offen 

3« jCame home. My poor .thirsty soul ahun«» 
dantly replenished this morning, in our week*day 
meeting,, with celestial rain. It is, I trust, 'with 
a degree of humble gratitude, that I make this 
remark. May I evjcr be enabled to number the 
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Wessings which T am favoured with, and may it be 
my daily concern to improve them. 

8. Still struggling with my frailties. Whatan^ 
unspeakable favour that the Lord should still coft- 
■ descend to aid me with his Spirit, in limiting tlie 
desires and- thoughts of my vain heart. O, that it 
were wholly conformable to his*^ diviite will, and 
my will wholly slain. Then *^ instead ofc the 
** thorn would come up the fir-tree, and instead of 
-** the brier would come up the myitle-tree, &c." 
Blessed exchange I 

lo. A fresh scene of trial and affliction opened 
on us to-day, under which I was favoured to feel 
a degree of humble resignation. 

IS* , My poor weak mind disquieted with some 
cross occurrences this morning, for want of keep- 
ing on the watch : never,' sure, had I more need of 
it than at this juncture, when adverse winds blow 
from different quarters* O, to keep in the patience! 

25. Since the last renuirk, have been to London 
to attend the yearly meeting, which I esteem a 
great favour : and though my poor mind has at 
times been greatly depressed on account of a very 
' afflictive event, and prevented from much enjoy- 
ment in company, even of valuable friends, whom 
'1 loved and esteemed, yet I have with sincere 
gratitude to acknowledge that the staff hath evi- 
dently accompanied the rod : and some seasons of 
. f weet refreshment been mercifully vouchsafed. 
May renewed vigilance and circumspection denote 
Cthe deep sense I retain of such unme^'ited favours. 

D3 



7« 



Sixth Month, 1793. 

3. Have been favoured, in my solitary sittii^ 
this evening, to see some of the various stratagems 
of an unwearied enemy to destroy and lay waste 
the good seed of the kingdom. How cunnii^, 
how sid>tile is he, transforming himself at times 
into an angel of light ! O, may I dv/ell near that 
divine Power, who alone can preserve from this 
devourer. 

5. Have been led this evening to look back a 
little, and number some of the many Uessingsft- 
ceived. A humbling yet profitable employ } as it 
tends to reduce self, and #trip it of evety fuKied 
excellence. 

8. Took a walk. Was too light and siiy in 
my conversation, for which I quickly felt gently 
corrected, which bumbled me$ and when I re- 
turned, sought retirement; when I was enabled 
to approach Him whom I believe I had offended \ 
and believe my penitence and tears were accepted. 

14. Indisposed. Staid from meeting; but did 
not let the time pass unimproved; during my 
silent sitting before the Lord, the remembrance 
of my dear departed sister Lettice was unexpect- 
edly brought to my mind, with so much sweetness 
and brokenness, that it seemed as if our spirits 
were afresh utiited. • The impression left is plea- 
sant. 

2C. Sat up last night with a sick friend i 
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which \vas an instructive season to me. 0> my 
souly may St thou sufficiently improve by these 
lessons^ line upon line> &c» Am thankful in^ 
believing that my faith and confidence in the Lord 
does, increase. 

/ 21, A sweet refresliing time at our , week-day 
meetings though silent. Oh, . what an unspeak- 
able favour to feel an evidence at times that we 
are not following cunningly devised fables, but 

z.xht eternal living substance \ 

30. .Went to our quarterly meeting at Wands* 

. worthy thought the morning meeting rather dull \ 
the evening -and next morning favoured seasons : 
and though . dear Samuel Emlen and Richard 
^ker.were led la dose searching testimonies, yet 
they seemed f uUy ta bdieye ihax the vatsk cf diyine 
compassion and regard was afresh ei^tended to a 
backsliding generation. Marvellous loy^ atid con*- 
descefision t O, that it might prevail on some, who 
I believe have strayed far fr<Gdpn the true shoep-foldi^ 
to return while the day of mercy lasts. 



Seventh Mohth, I793» 

• * * • * 

3. Have felt the attacks of an unwearied 
enemy to draw my mind from its true centre^ 
and to lay waste every good resolution; insinuat- 
ing that a state of perfection is unattainable: but 
was he not found a liar from the beginning ? S<» 
doth hp still remain* 
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9. Hare felt the attractive influence of truth 
^ivrers times to-day j and once, in particular, sup- 
pressing a wrong disposition, and enabling to flee 
to that name which is a strong tower. O, that I 
could dwell ever there j then would nothing be 
sufiered to annoy. But, alas, I have often to 
mourn my instability ! 

23. Fresh trials of patience, under which was 
preserved in a good degree of quiet; which I 
esteem a favour : and have also bad, this evening 
renewedly, to believe that it was nothing short of 
^vine regard which first drew my mind to these 
frequent retirements \ and am well convinced tiiat 
it hath been a means of preservation. 

29. Sat up last night with a sick child. - My, 
mindj both then, and to-day, was too much in- 
clined to dwell on a stibject which I think, if too 
much indulged, may be hurtful to me ^ yet have 
frequently breathed to the Ldrd for preservation 
withit) the limiting power of Truth. 



Eighth Month, 1793. 

2. Went to our monthly meeting: which 
proved (notwithstanding some unwatchfulness) a 
baptizing season.- Among other things, dear uncl6 
Kidd was led to mention, in the course of his testis 
mony, that passage in scripture, " And I will turn 
** my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy 
" dross, and take away all thy tin." How did it 
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prostrate my soul before the Lord, with fervent 
desires that he would indeed thoroughly purge my 
heart of every defiling thing ! Often am I made 
sensible of its impurity. 

13. Not idly spent, as to action ; but my mind 
too much outward, and too easily yielding to 
anxious thoughts. How much work does unwatch- 
fulness makei Humbled this evening with the 

.retrospection of my various infirmities as a crea- 
ture ; and how often they get the ascendancy over 
my good resolutions. 

18. A precious watering season this morning 

.at meeting. What can I render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits ? Staid at home from meeting in 

:the afternoon from necessity, not choice* 

25. The rest of last week confined by illness-; 

,,yet was gently dealt with 5 and so far recovered as 
ta get down stairs to-day 5 — renewed cause of 
humble thankfulness. Am fearful I have not yet 

.learned sufficient meekness and patience under 

:suffering. O, for an increase of it and every 

^ other virtue. What a poor creature am I when 
left to myself, and from under the seasoning 

virtue and efiicacy of truth, which can alone pre- 

.serve from the snares of death. 

30. These last few days have been much taken 

-up in preparing and coming to Bristol; yet my 

mind has, at times, been enabled to retire to the 

-true centre, where I have felt quiet. 

Ds 
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Ninth Month, 1793. 

II. Spent too much time to-day in unprofit* 
able reading. Was made reaewedly desirous this 
evening, in my little solitary sitting, erf having my 
will made subservient in all things to the ditkie 
will. Oh! this is a great attainment; but am 
thankful at times to feel my soul ptiessing after it 
as the first of blessings. ' 

14. Met with a circumstance which tried my 
poor weak mind; yet laboured after a state of 
true resignation and quiet, which was ia some 
degree attained to. 

15.* I trust truly abased in my sinings at 
meeting this day, under a renewed humbling sense 
of my weaknesses ; yet^ in the evening meeting, 
my poor vessel seemed for a season the sport.of 
wind and waves ; but was at length favoured with 
a calm, which led me to believe that the good 
pilot was still near in order to preserve from 
wreck. 

a6. The greater part of this day spent in con*. 
pany 5 so that I was glad when the evening came 
to go to meeting, where my thirsty panting soul 
was replenished with celestial rain. 

29. Rather poorly in the morning : feh re* 
lieved after I got to meeting, which I hope I was 
truly thankful for 5 as well ^s for renewed assists 
ance to approach the alone Physician of value. 
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Tenth Month, i793t 

i2« Reached London after a fatiguing journey 
-til night 5 yet favoured to get along without acci- 
dent: and the fore«part of the journey rendered 
pleasant, by my mind being profitably engaged in 
9 retrospection of the Lord's gracious dealings 
with me; and in a renewed belief that he was 
still caring for me, and watching over me for 
good* 

24* Was at Devonsbire-houJse meeting ; which^ 
though nearly silent, was an instructive season to 
my poor soul* I was made thankful in believing 
that my will was in some degree conforming to 
the divine will. O, that I was wholly conformed. 
What encouragement have I to trust in the Loxd^ 
who is dealing thus graciously with me ! 

25. Was afresh enamoured with the beauty of 
holiness, in our little silent gathering to-day ; so 
that I thought it was good to be there. 

31. These Inst fe^ days have afforded but 
little time for religious retirement ; but though I fear 
some part of them has not been spent so profitably 
as it might have bejen ; yet at times I have found 
my mind secretly attracted by divine love to its 
proper centre ; and can thankfully acknowledge, I 
have been preserved in a good degree of quiet 
dependance on Him, who can alone preserve from 
the various snares which hourly await us; and 
who best knows how to dispense suitably to hi)( 
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dependant creatures. He is indeed an inexhausti- 
ble fountain ; and in his hand are the hidden 
treasures of wisdom. 



Eleventh Month, 1793. 

' 7. This last week confined by illiiess ; ^hich 
I fear I did not bear with that fuH riesignation^md 
meekness of spirit which I should have done; 
though it was often the concern of my mind td 
press after it, even in the silent watches of the 
night. - During this time of my confinement J -met 
with a trial which none knew of but the Lordj 
"whose cofhpassion^te eye is over all his works (yea, 
the very meanest of them, or else I had perished 
long ago). He sustained my poor feeble soul and 
enabled me in some degree to adopt the' language 
of ** Thy will be done." Gracious condescension I 
bf myself I was wholly unequal to this attainment. 
It 18 thou alone, O Lord, who canst set bounds to 
the ocean that it cannot pass \ and say * Hitherto 

* thou shalt come and no further, and here shall 

• thy proud waves be stayed.'* Hadst thou not 
graciously superintended the vessel; how ofteti 
Would it have been wrecked. - 

9. '.Got out again to our week-day meetings 
in Sfchich my poor mind was sweetly replenished 
with celestial rain. At the close of it, a com-^ 
mittee was held to nominate women overseers, at 
which I was* proposed as one. Ohi it brought a 
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-great weight over me j and I ventured to object to 
St, but do not know whether my objection will be 
\iccepted. If I am chosen, I desire, with much 
sincerity, that I may be enabled to set a double 
watch over my conduct, while watching over 
others ; that I may so walk as to preserve my gar- 
ments free from spot or any such thfng, 

15. Went to Staines to see my dear relations 
thcre> an opportunity offering; yet it being our 
week-day meeting, was not quite easy about it: 
but feeling that my mind was sweetly centered 
and contrited on my return, I hope I do noti pre- 
sume too far in believing that I did not ofi^nd 
Him, whom I desire to love above all. 

21. A refreshing time this afternoon in my 
chamber : in which I was* led to view the excel- 
lency of truth and its..peaceable fruits. 

24. Gave way to-d^ to anger,, about a trifle 
'in itself; as I have several times of late ; yet was 

• thankful to fee! myself corrected. O, for more 
sweetness of disposition, and strength of mind to 

• bear the cross occurrencfes of life. Thi^ I often 
labour after ; and sometimes, when I keep on the 
watch, am enabled to bear trials of patience with- 

- out quitting my quiet habitation : would I could 
•always dwell there ! 

26. Much affected with the sorrowful tidings 

that Job Scot had taken the small-pox in Ireland ; 
' and it is supposed that he is by this time removed. 

He was a valiant in Israel ; one whose bow abode 
-in strength* I cannot but mourn the church's lo'ss^ 
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tnd his dear children's, though unknown to irie : 
yet we must not call in question the dispensations 
of Providericef t^ugh» to us finite creatures^ thef 
xnajr be past finding out. 



Twelfth Month, 1793. 

, / 

I* 

6, Oh, the crucifying power of Jesus, how 
hard to flesh and blood ! Qut remember, O mj 
soul, that is the part which can never inherit the 
kingdom. Yet I can truly say, with a servant of 
the Lord formerly (to wit, Mary Peisly), that so 
frequent and necessary are the operations of the 
sword of the Spirit, to separate betwixt the pre- 
cious and the vile, that at times it makes me weary 
of this embodied state. The Lord alone knows 
.my secret probations; na mortal is acquainted 
therewith: and it is he alone that can sustain 
through every conflict and give victory. Praised 
be his name I a degree of living faith at this time 
arises^ that as I keep my eye single to him, he vrill 
be near, and preserve me from the fury of the de- 
vourer. 

10. My mind sweetly refreshed, and anima* 
ted to press forward, by reading an account of dear 
Job Scott's triumphant exit. 

15. A precious season at meeting this morn- 
ing. Was led to believe that the work of the new 
creation was carrying pn, even new heavens and 
new earth i and that the old were pasiing away. 
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0| that this glorioufi work may be perfected to the 
praise of Him who alone is able to perform it. 

2o. Staid from meeting to-day to nurse my 
little niecei who lies ill with the ^arlet fever and 
sore throat: and though I am very apt to take 
disorders of tlus kind, yet feel easy and quiet about 
it ; having, I hope, my trust in the Lord ; who 
can sustain through every dispensation which he 
is pleased to allot tathe workmanship of his hands. 
Can I doubt Him who hath so abundantly blessed 
and sustained to this very hour ? Oh, no 1 I feel 
my confidence renewed; for vtdiich I bless his 
holy name. 



Fmrr Momth^ 1794. 

3* Attended our monthly meeting to-day. 
Though held in silence, the meeting for worship 
wa^, to my poor thirsty soul, a season of conso- 
lation and refreshment : a favour I esteemed my- 
telf unworthy of. A committee from the quar- 
terly meeting . attended this meeting. The ap-^ 
'pointment of overseers took place. O, that the 
importance of such an appointment may dwell 
weightily on my mind. 

5. Though the good Shepherd of Israel was 
near to-day, both in our morning and afternoon 
meetings, yet I found the enemy also present, 
endeavouring to draw' my mind from its proper 
fentr^ spreading alluring pictures to catch its 
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attention; and he too much prevailed; under a 
sense of which I was humbled, and prayed that I 
might be enabled to maintain the warfare. 

II. A day for the greater part spent profi- 
tably; yet was desirous, in the evening, that I 
might attribute nothing tp the creature ; for if I 
'was enabled to do any thing aright, the sufficiency 
■was of God. O, my soul, be willing to be strip- 
•ped of every filthy rag of thy own righteousness, 
that thou mayst be like the king's daughter, *• all 
•' glorious within.*' 

13. Our quarterly meeting at Kingston; Sa- 
muel Emlen and James Graham appeared in . tes- 
timony ; the latter inviting the backsliders to re- 
turn to their first love. I was humbled under a 
sense of the continued kindness of a long-isuffering 
God, in thus sending his faithful servants amongst 
•us. In the meeting for discipline an appointnrient 
*of women friends took place, to join a committee 
of men friends to visit the • monthly meetings-'; 
when, in compliance with my friends wishes, and 
•from a fear of discouraging others, I was pre- 
vailed with to set down my name ; yet, a]a'$ I -f 
feel very unequal to such an undertaking; and 
cxpectj if I do go, to go as a fool. O, that I 
may be preserved in simplicity, and singleness of 
heart; that self may be laid low; that so I may 
move in the fear of the Lord. 

20. . Took leave of my dear friends and re- 
turned homewards: found my dear parents and 
sister well ; and sopne relation^ who had been 
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visted with sickness, on the recovery; so that I 
have renewed cause of thankfulness : yea ! what 
hour of my life does not afford it ? 

25. A time of sweet solace in my chamber; 
so that my soul had to acknowledge, Good is the 
Lord, and worthy to be praised ; and that by the 
whole house of Israel. 

28. Went to the week-day meeting at GuilSf- 
ford. Here was painfully brought to my remem- 
brance my having spoken enviously of a person ; 
and with confusion of face was I humbled before 
the Lord^ beseeching forgiveness, and that he 
would be pleased to enable me to walk more per- 
fectly before him in future. . O, rpay my sins 
Wer go before-hand to judgment. Being at this 
'time made willing to come under his purifying 
hand, I was favoured with the return of sweet 
peace. 

31. The parable of the publican and pharisee 
was brought to my remembrance this morning at 
meeting; and the prayer of my )ieart wa3, that 
the Pharisaical disposition might never be enter- 
tained by me : poor creature as I am, much more 
need have I to exclaim with the publican, ^* God 
•• be merciful to me a sinner.'* 



Seconb Monthj I794. 

* 

2. Felt the overshadowing oi heavenly love. 
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joon after I sat down in meeting this morning ^ 
jet, through un watchfulness, suffered my mind to 
he scattered ; recovered, in some degree, my 
strength before the meeting concluded, but not 
wholly. Read this afternoon an excellent Uttle 
book written by George Keith. What need have 
.they, who think they stand, to tate heed lest they 
fall} since one who made so good a beginaingj 
and even suffered impriscmment for the testimony, 
did grievously fall. 

3 . Much of mv time devoted to the service of 
others. 

5. A quiet tranquil day> both to body and 
mind. 

10. Confined witK a sore liiroat and fever thes^ 
several days past; had the disorder very favoor-^ 
ably) Xor 'which have been humbly thaiikfuU yet 
have been uncommonly tried with poverty of spirit^ 
yea, I sought him whom my soul loveth 1 1 sought 
him on my bedj but found him not* 

12. Pretty much spent in profitable reading: 
fresh desires arose after a more perfect establish- 
ment on the Rock of ages^ against which neither 
death, hell« nor the grave shall ever prevail. 

20. Mostly devoted to the poor ^nd sick ; so 
that I hope it has been well spent : yet am fully 
sensible there is nothing due to the creature. 

23. Favoured with the fresh descendin^,s of hea- 
venly rain at-lneeting tMs morning. O my sbul, 
let not tlie recording of the Lord's mercies satisfy 



thee, but let it Incite' thee to a tncxt earnest pur^ 
5uit after heaveiriy treasure : that so increasing 
faithfulness may appear; 

26. So much taken up Mnth vifiting, and divers 
other engagements, that I could find scarcely any 
thne for retirement. How tasteless and insipid is 
every enjoyment, that is not crowned with t(iy 
presence, O Lord ! — I am thankful to feel it so« 



Thirp Mokth, 1794. 

X. Wrote a letter of advice to a friend 1 in 
doing iREh^ I have discharged- an apprehended 
duty : the rest of the day much taken up In serving 
others. 

1. On my first sitting down at meeting, got 
mosing on a subject, which, though a profitaUe 
one, was beside the proper business: y^t no sooner 
did I endeavour to dismiss it, and get on my watcH^ 
than I met with Him whom my soul loveth, gra. 
ciously waiting to bless the workmanship of his 
hand. May He be pleased to instruct me how to 
make suitable returqs. 

3* Doubts and fears have been the compa* 
nions of my mind to-day, about sending the letter 
which I had written : so concluded to wait, and 
try it longer ^ have also been afraid of spreading 
too much into branches, and not dwelling enough 
in the root. O, may this jealously increase* 
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"TJnHer the pressure of these feelings I have poureil 
jout my soul before the Lord, beseeching Him to 
preserve me on the right hand and on the left. 

8. Ventured with fear to send the letter I had 
written : so must leave the event. 

23, Much discouraged at the prospect of the 
approaching visit to the monthly meetings j and 
the more so as my companion Sarah Birkbeck is 
likely to be prevented, by illness, from going with 
me. This is no small trial of my faith. O, that 
it were as a grain of mustard seed, pure and un«^ 
mixed I then doubtless it would lessen, if not re- 
move, this mountaim Had a visit from a kind 
'sympathii^ing friend : and dear Elizabeth Mofine^ 
'seeing my extreme weakness, voluntarily off^ed to 
•accompany me. Oh, what a poor creature am T, 
how unworthy such unmerited favour I Awoke in 
the night, and felt my mind sweetly bounded by 
the fear of the Lord; yet methought something 
like a gentle reproof for giving way so much to 
'my fears. 

26. Went to Dorkmg to join the committee, 
I hope our going was not altogether in vain. 

30. A refreshing season at meeting this morn- 
ing, though not unattended with labour : the after* 
'noon was the preparative meeting. Some weighty 
counsel dropt; yet I thought the queries anw 
swered'too fully. In the evening spoke detract- 
•tngly of an absent person ; to my shame I mention 
ih O my soulj when wilt thou learnr vi^sdom I: 
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31. ho^f and I trust honible, ander a sense of. 
my failing. yesterdays with renewed desire^ after 
more stability. 



Fourth Month> 1794, $ 

II. A renewal of strength at our silent week- 
Jay meeting. How do I love these seasons ! 

15. Company, &c. again to-day; something 
is certainly duQ ito our friends j yet I should gladly 
have retired awhile to feel after that meat which 
the world knows not of. 

1 6. JLenewed desires after divine preservation ; * 
yet but little time for religious retirement. Am 
thankful to feel, wlien this is sometimes the xiase^ . 
the limiting power of truth near me $ preserving 
me in a watchful frame of mind^ 

17.- It was open^ ;to my understanding, in my 1 
silent sittings how offensive a lukewarm state is 
in the sight of God ; and the prayer of my heart 
was, that I might be preserved from it \ and I was ' 
led a little to number my blessings. 

18. Renewed encoii^ragement to foUow the - 
Lord in the 'way of his leadings^, at our week-day 
meeting. What a loss do'tho^e sustain who miss ' 
these opportunities ! 

20 • Beset with vain thoiigl|ts^ to Which I too 
much yielded \ so that» when I. wi^nt to ofiaeeting^ 
I thought myself unworthy to approach Perfect • 
Purity : yet such was bis gracious .coQde«fie!\x^^»\^ 



94 

that he stretched forth hts sceptre, and drew me 
near to^him \ and blessed me with his life-giving 
presence. .Unmerited mercy ! 

24. Was truly desirous that the work fwhich 
I believe the Lord hath graciously begun in my 
heart j might not be marred dn the wheel ^ but 
there is surely no safety but in unceasing watch- 
fulness. 



Fifth Month, 1794* 

3. This morning rose early ; and spent some' 
hours in my chamber, profitably and pleasantly, 
in reading, writing, and communing with my own ' 
heart: favoured with the fresh descendings of 
heavenly rain* Precious privilege, and delightful 
employment ! O, that the votaries of pleasure 
could but taste these refined and superior enjoy* 
nents ; surely they would be willing to part with ' 
their perishable and sin-pleasing gratifications for 
this pearl of great price. 

14. Sat up part of last night with my beloved' 
parent; and my feelings much tried with an ap- 
prehension of his disorder settling in childishness. 
I have endeavoured to labour after an entire resig* 
nation to the divine will, under this trying allot- 
ment f and though I cannot say I have attained to 
it perfccdyi y^ meAinks I feel the sustaining arm 
of divine power underneath, as an anchor to my 
wearied soaU May I be thaiyeftil enough. 
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15. My dear father some Amg better to-day,' 
haying in a great measure recovered the use of his 
faculties. 0| may I be thankful enough ; but it is 
the Ixyrd alone who can enable me so to be. 

16. My dear father gradually recovering; so 
ventured to meeting to^ay, where my poor ex- 
hausted mind was led as iiito fresh and green pas- 
tures. What can I render unto the Lord for all 
his blessings,? 

26. A sweet contrtting season in my chamber. 

30. Though I travelled for a while as in a 
wilderness; yet at length was favoured with the 
springing ^p of the well of life, to my great re- 
freshment this mormng ^t meeting. 



Sixth Month, i794» 

3. Felt sweetly peaceful when I awoke this 
morning; methottght the good Shepherd was 
near ; notwithstanding which favour was too un- 
guarded in my conversation in the evening : to my 
shame I record it. 

5. Went to Guildford to meet Phebe Blakes- 
and Elizabeth Copeland, two friends travelling in 
the work of the ministry: was made lenewedly^ 
sensible of my own insufficiency for every good* 
work. 

6. The above mentioned friends at our month- 
ly meeting to-day : Phebe Bhkes led in a close 
line ; yet believe wns much favoured ^ ^ iot "^k^x 
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me^- to struggle witli my own weakness, seemed 
all I could attain to : perhaps my mind was too 
outward ; yet endeavoured to set a double watcb 
on that hand* 

7* Have been desirous this momhag of arbing 
and shaking myself from^the dust of the earth; 
for surely we are often clogged with it in our 
passing along. How does it retard our progress ^ 
Zion-ward ! 

1 o. My close attention to my dear father these 
several daysj with other family engagements, have 
left me but little leisure for retirements yet trust- 
I have endeavoured io keep near my good ^uide^-. 
who hath graciously stayed my niind under <Some 
inquietudes which have occurred, 

12. Our dear friends Mary Ridgway and Jane 
Watson came; an unpleasant evening owing to an 
illumination : the people very noisy and riotous. 
Was favoured with much quietness and calmness 
on tlie joccasion, though they broke many of our. 
windows. 

13. Our week-day meeting, which the afore*, 
said friends attended, and a precious season it. 
proved to my mind, and I hope to many others: 
Mary and Jane appeared excellently, especially, 
dear Marj, who laboured in much gospel love, 
stfnongst us, i^ivituig those who stood idje in the 
market-place, to "enter into the vineyard of their, 
own hearts and work* • 

15. Went -to Guildford to meet our dear 
friends Mary Ridgway and Jane Watson, yet 



or 

felt rather uneasy in leaving our own meeting, 
which brought me into deep contrition. O, may 

I ever cherish this religious sensibility; Thd Lord 
was pleased in great condescension to visit me in' 
my low estate, reviving my faith and hope in 
him. Dear Mary and Jane appeared excel- 
lently, though in a close line. Returned to our 
evening meeting, which also proved a. season of • 
. refreshment. 

1 8. I accompanied my dear father to Alton, 
where we again met with our dear friends Mary 
Ridgway and Jane Watson. 

19. Was at a meeting appointed for the afore- 
said friends: I sat down in much weakness and 

« emptiness >; yet being enabled to maintain* the 
•warfare, truth arose into dominion in my heart- 
before silence was broken. Before we parted were 
favoured with a sweet cementing opportunity, in' 
which dear Mary appeared in testimony, and heart- 
tendering supplication that the Ldrd would be' 
pleased to be with them in the way they should' 
go, and also with us that staid behind $ and that 
we might be as epistles written in each others 
hearts. 

21. Came home, had a pleasant safe journey $ 
renewed cause of thankfulness. 

■ 25. My dear father not quite so well : my fears 
much alarmed; yet endeavoured to keep quiet^ 
and near diat Rock, which albne supports under 
every trial. 

27. Hy beloved fadier feeEng himself poorly^ 

E 
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concluded not to go to meeting; but afterwards 
weoit, and I with him : though late, it proved 
a <^ason of divine refreshment; silent as to 
words. 

30. Tried with the heat of the weather: yet 
several times in the day felt the attractive influence 
of divine love ; so that I trust I am not fbrsakeih 
Encouraging belief ! 



•Srvbnth Month, 1794- 

f. Some trials of patience occurred; which I 
did not. bear with that meekness I might have 
done : Q, for an increase of it as well as of every. 
other virtue 4 surely I stand much in need of it,- 
and it is often the engagement of my mind to press 
after it. 

. 6. Set off at half past four o'clock for our* 
quarterjy meeting; got there but a little before 
meeting} had jpipt time sufficient to refresh our- 
Gelves« and the w.eather extremely hot, so that it 
was no easy matter to get my mind suScienUy 
abstracted from outward things: yet was not 
wholly forsaken by the Shepherd of Israel, who is 
still watching over his little ones with a fatherly: 
kindness; wejre favoured with the company of 
several valuable friends* 

7» A precious season to-day to my poor soul: 
in which rny strength and confidence in the Lord^ 
was renewed: notwithstanding the extrexpe heat 



ojT the woather and smallness of the mecting-^housd. 
Dear Thomas Scattergood attended with many 
x>ther valuable friends: I was enabled to g^ 
through the business to my humble admil'ation, 
yet trust the praise was rendered where it was 
alone due^ well knowing from whence ability was 
xeceived. Set out for home in the evening, which 
we did not reach till midnight. 

13. Though I sat down much emptied of all 
good this morfiing at meeting, yet was the Lord 
graciously pleased as formerly to 611 the empty 
vessel. The evening meeting poorly attended, and 
alasl but too -few of the few, I fear, spiritually 
awake^ so as to unite in labour for the arising of 

life. . 

15. Feeling the bubblings up of the well- 
spring of life this evening, I retired into the gafr- 
den, where I was enabled to sing unto it^ inest>» 
xnable favour J 



Ninth Month, 1794. 

27. Have been confined eights weeks this day 
with a . nervous fever 5 seven of which to my 
chamber, and mostly to my bed. The forepart 
of my illness was tried with poverty of spirit 5 my 
mind seeming to partake of the weakness of my 
body, so that I had scarcely strength to look to- 
wards the Lord's holy habitation. Yet I have 
resison to believe he was not unmindful of me } 
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for one night when I could not sleep from extreme 
^restlessness, and feeling, as I apprehended, the dis- 
order increasing on me, I felt more than common 
anxiety as to the event: desiring if the solemn 
change was near, I might have an evidence of it. 
In that trying season, it was graciously intimated 
that, however my sickness terminated, it would be 
well with me. I write not this boastingly; but 
then, as well as now, :. as deeply humbled under 
a sense of my own unworthiness of so great 1 
favour. Yet it was an anchor to my soul, not 
only at that time, but during the rest of my illness, 
forbidding every anxious thought, and increasing 
my faith and confidence in His holy name, who is 
for ever worthy to be feared and praised. And 
flow he hath been graciously pleased to restore in 
fome degree my health and strength, which in- 
creases daily, may I be enabled, through his holy 
assistance, to live to his honour, who hath thus 
poured unnumbered blessings on my head : yet J 
am often led to feel, and at times to mourn, my 
lukewarmness and my proneness to enter too 
much into the spirit of this world ; so that I see our 
blessed Lord's injunction, to watch and pray, was 
never more necessary than at the present time. 



Tenth Month, 1794. 

6. (Alton) Several days have again elapsed 
without any remark, partly owing to indisposition 
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partly to want of suitable opportunity •' I have still, 
at times, to lament my lukewarmness, at others 
have been favoured with the fresh descendings of 
heavenly rain, to the great refreshment of my 
weary mind. O, that increasing fruitfulness may 
appear. During this time my dear aunt Townsend 
departed this life, at Edinburgh^ where she was 
on a religious visit. 

13 • This day my beloved father was seized 
with an apoplectic fit; under which severe trial I 
was supported beyond expectation : and through 
divine favour, before night, he was so far recovered 
as to speak • 

24. My dear fatlier much better. Thomas 
Shillitoe paid a religious visit to our family ; 
which was a strenglhening opportunity to my poor 
weak mind ; what abundant cause of thankfulness 
does each day afford I 

16, Hiave been humbled to-day under ah ap* 
prehension that my gratitude for past favours has 
not been enough lively, and that I have been too 
much off" my watch to-day. 

16. Favoured with near access to the throne 
of grace this morning in our silent gathering at 
meetings and comforted in the renewed belief, 
that the glory is not yet departed from our Israel. 



Eleventh Month, 1794. 
2. Sat down at meeting this morulrv^ m tnwO^. 

E3 
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poverty and weakness ; yet He who was pleased 
formerly to fill the empty vessels, and remains to 
be the joy and song of many generations, also 
graciously condescended to make my cup to over- 
flow. 

7. A humbling season at meeting this morn- 
ing; yet think I hurried over the business too 
fast ; and divers friends calling in, my mind 
too much dissipated, so that on a review of thif 
day I feel much dissatisfied with myself. 

13. Though a sense of some weaknesses at- 
tended me in these last two days, yet think they 
have not been spent vainly or wholly unimproved, 

16. I did not eat the bread of idleness this 
morning at meeting ; though have no doubt but 
my labour was increased by my unwatchfulness 
at first sitting down, suffering my mmd to wander 
hither and thither ; so that I could not easily get 
it centered ; yet the Lord was not unmindful of 
me. 

24. This day spent mostly in the service of 
the poor. I mention this not as any thing men* 
torious, being well convinced how imperfectly I 
perform my duties, both religious and social. 

28. Favoured with the fresh descendings of 
celestial rain, in our little silent gathering this 
morning. 
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Twelfth Monta, 1794. 

3. ** Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
•* heed lest he fall ;" never was this advice more 
necessary to me, than at this juncture; who* but 
yesterday was comforted in the belief that through 
the assistance of divine grace, I was^ gaining some 
ascendency over the adversary of our souls' Hap- 
piness, not only in a more circumspect walkings 
but in watching over my mind, natinr^lly prone 
to a roving disposition. But alas I am renewedly 
convinced, that the warfare is not completed. 

5. ' Dwelt much in the valley ; yet methou^t 
the dew rested on my humble habitations^ 

9* These twa days much oceupied wtdi com»- 
pany, waiting on my dear father^ attending my 
-girls, &c. 80 as to leave but little time for rel'gioug. 
retirement.. 

la. Staid at home from meeting with my dear 
fafther ; and the Lord, who is not confined to place 
or space, broke in upon my soul with his life-giving 
presence, to my great comfort and refieshment. 
•For ever praised be his excellent name, who is 
aUme worthy. 

15. Fresh cause to moan my instability. O 
my soul, when wilt thou learn wisdom ? 

16. Peaceful and quiet. 

19. My dear father seized with another apo- 
plectic fit J but not so violent as the former, nor of 

■ E4 
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so long duration. I was favoured to feel calm 
under this trying dispensation. 

20. Sat up with my dear father last night j 
in which season my mind enjoyed sweet solace. 

22- My beloved father favoured with a good 
night J awoke refreshed this morning, and his fa- 
culties much restored. O, that I may be thankful 
enough for this renewed favour. 

24. My beloved father very low this evening ; 
fearing the work had not kept pace with the day: 
my mind sweetly cbntrited before the Father of 
Mercies, and encouraged in the belief that he 
would find acceptance« 

28. Measurably owned by Him (who is the 
crown of all our religioua assemblies), both ih oar 
morning and afternoon meeting } but got off my 
watch too soon in the latter. 

3 r. And now I am come to the close of aoo* 
ther year. What progress, Omy soul, ha«t thou 
made in the heavenly race ? What increase of 
spiritual strength? I fear not much; yet am 
thankful in believing I am preserved in a good 
degree of spiritual health : and thus much can I 
say on behalf of a merciful Creator, that hithertOa 
notwithstanding my manifold weaknesses, he hath 
helped me* 
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First Mokth, 1795. 

I. And now, O^ niy soul, mayest thou begin 
this year with renewed dedication of heart to the 
Lord's service. I desire so to do. Strengthen 
my feeble endeavours, O Lord, if it be thy wilL 

9. A precious season this morning in our lit- 
tle silent gathering, my soul was prostrated before 
the Lord in deep reverence and thankfulness that 
he should deign to lift up the light of his glorious 
countenance upon one so unworthy. 

13. Have been favoured at times to commune 
with tny own heart and be still. By this means 
We are favoured by the light of truth to see what 
need we have of a merciful Redeemer. 

15. Not spent idly as to action, but gave way 
^o vain and roving tho-ughts, for which I deservedly 
feel condemnation. 

18. A precious season this morning at meet- 
ing, was favoured to feel something of the seal of 
adoption on my spirit, for which unmerited mercy, 
all within me magnified the name of (he Lord, 
who lives and abides for ever. 

22. My apprehensions afresh awakened on 
my dear father's account ; a poor account also of 
a dear sister who his confined with a fever ; and 
what increases my distress is, I cannot leave my 
dear father, to go and see her, 

fj. The cares and perplexities of this world 
have too much occupied my mind^ some of which 
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« 

I fear I have not borne with that patience and strtn 
mission I ought to have done ; yet think I have 
laboured after this attainment. 

30. A good account of my dear sister. 



Second Month, 1795. 

I. A thoroughly busy day, leaving the mind, 
but little leisure for spiritual improvement* 

6. A precious season this moraing in our litr 
tie silent week-day meeting. O, that our luke- 
warm professors would but come, taste, and see 
for themselves, " that the Lord is good :" surely 
they would not be negligent in the attendsmce of 
these religious opportunities. 

II. Have been confined these several days by 
indisposition. I felt poor and weak every way, 
yet in a pretty quiet frame of mind. 

12. Have this morning waited at Wisdom's 
gate, where I have been renewedly instructed and 
shown my own insufficiency for every good word 
and work. I love to^be thus emptied and stri^^ed 
of every filthy rag of self-righteousness, and to feel 
the Lord reign whose right it is, and who is alon^ 
worthy of all praise, dominion, and majesty. 

20. Favoured to feel the best of teachers neap 
this morning in our little silent week-day meetings 
dispensing the bread of life to the hungry soul. 

21. Too impatient with my dear father to- 
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day. O, for an increase of this excellent virtue j 
which enables to bear all things with meekness «^ 



Third Month, 1795. 

' T . Methought my mind resembled the barrefn 
heath or wilderness when I sat down in meeting 
to-day ; neither dew nor fields of offering : yet was 
the Lord graciously pleased to testow both these 
divine blessings after waiting awhile : to him her 
the praise who is alone worthy. 

5. My close attention to my dear father, and 
frequent visits to the sick, jx)ined to family con- 
cerns, have not left me much time for religious 
ietirement this week, yet have believed I was ixr 
die way of my duty. 

6. Went to monthly-meeting this morning 
under much depression of mind (occasioned by 
my dear father's and uncle Kidd's illness), where 
my strength and confidence in the Lord was re- 
newed, and I was in a good degree enabled to say 
" Thy will be done/' 

8. A precious heart-tendering season at meet- 
ing to-day : though no ministering friend present, 
methought the minister of the sanctuary was 
known amongst us by the breaking of bread. 

.11. These several days too much occupied 
with outward things, so that the better part hath 
not been improved as much as it probably niight, 
kad I been more retired in my mind. 

£6 



13. My soul thirsted this morning for the 
living God, who in great condescension appeared 
to my comfort and refreshment ; may I walk more 
worthy such unmerited favours. 

15. Though tried with a roving disposition 
when I first sat down at meeting this morning, yet 
the Lord was pleased to bless my feeble endeavours 
to maintain the warfare, and graciously to lift up 
the light of his glorious countenance upon me> 
and, removing the^ spirit of heaviness, to give me 
the garment of praise. 

ai . This week hath been pretty fully occupied 
in close attention to my dear father, who hath 
been and continues very ill. 

22. My dear father better ; cause of thankful*^ 
ness. When I sat down in meeting this morning 
mcthought I felt the hovering -(ting of ancient 
Goodness, but getting off my watch lost ground, 
and was left for a while in a dry and barren spot. 
Yet I was desirous that I might not be tempted in 
the absence of my spiritual Moses to make to my- 
self a calf and worship it, as the Israelites did for- 
merly, and He who saw the sincerity of my heart 
was pleased to appear again with healing under his 
wings. O, may I be enabled to make a suitable re^ 
turn for such unmerited goodness and mercy. 

27. Favoured with a little of the brook by tho^ 
way, in my solitary sitting this morning in my 
chamber. , 

29. Was led this morning at meeting to nunw 
ber my blessings^ and to acknowledge^ in the deptli. 
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of humintjy my utter imworthiness of the ttiiimffM 
kindness and condescension of the Lord towards 
me ; and also to crave a continuance of his &- 
therly cdace and providence over me, well know- 
ingy from a fresh feeling thereofj that he was the 
centre of all good. 

31. My dear father seized wirfi epilepsy, so 
that for many hours we had not the least expecta- 
tion of his recovery. In this season of sore con- 
flict I found it necessary to repair to the Rock of 
my strength, and had not he graciously sustained 
me, surely I had fainted ; but in his wonted good- 
ness he was pleased to walk on the sea, and com- 
mand a calm, so that my poor mind was brought 
into great quietness, and could in a good degree 
adopt the language of Thy will and not mine bie 
done. 

Fourth Month, 1795. 

2. My dear father worse again ; has been de- 
lirious all night, and stil! remains so : so that there 
is fresh need to apply for renewal of strength and 
resignation to the divine will. / 

3. Felt the hovering wing of ancient Goodness 
tt^ I sat by my dear father's bed-side to-day; and 
Was comforted in believing he was made a partaker 
of the blessing. .:■■'- 

6. Went \o Guildford to attend the quarterly 
meeting, beset with many fears lest I should not be 
jible CO go through the business. The meeting for 
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>Rrorship I thought a low season, but waslielped in 
the meeting for discipline to get through the busi- 
ness to tolerable satisfaction j to the Lord be the 
praise, to whom my soul bows in humble gratitude 
for all his mercies both ancient and new:. 

« 

9. The two last days taken. up with company^, 
.&c« yet when in company my soul hath at seasons. 
.£own to the ark of its rest, finding none in anj 
thing short of the divine excellency. 

.26. Though I sat down at meeting this mon^ 
ing in much poverty, yet through the goodness of 
.the Shepherd of Israel my little store was increased* 
.and my soul satisfied with his living presence. Uor 
speakable favour \ 

2S. My mind sweetly ^icouraged and a^imar 
ted to press forward towards the mark, I>y reading 
the account of my dear aunt Townsend'> last 
journey into Scotland. The perfect dedication o£ 
heart that appears^ ia comfortable, sis well as her 
peaceful close. May I so walk that my latter end 
may bel\ke hers, 

30. Had to feel and lament my natural prone^ 
cess to evil. Surely, I often think, none more so^ 
•o that unless the Lord, who hitherto has preserve4 
.me {blessed for ever be his name ! j be still gra- 
ciously pleased to watch over me, I shall yet, I feat^ 
fall by the way : I love to feel my dependance, and 
from whence my help cometh. 
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FifTM Month, 1795. 

3, Staid at home with my father in the mom* 
ing. In the afternoon laboured according to 
ability; when, after a while, the stone was rolled 
from the weU's mouth, and mf thirsty soul re-^ 
freshed with living water. Others also I believe 
were partakers with me in this unmerited Messing. 

8. Under much depression on account of a 
fresh scene of trial. O, .that He, who hath seen 
meet to afilict, may be pleased to sustain througii 
thb trying dispensation. 

9^. My mind sweetly encoufaged this morning 
at meeting with a renewed evidence, that though 
the Lord afflicts he hath ilot forsaken. For ever 
bleesed be his holy name« 

II. A time of close inward exercise this mom- 
ing, at meeting i was desirous I might not get from 
under it^ or off m.y watch, which I was enabled ta 
maintain till the meeting broke up. 

15. Humbled deeply under a sense of some 
failures^ yet was desirous of abiding under the 
purifying hand, that the wound might not be 
healed deceitfully. 

21. These several days have been fuHy taken 
up with company and attending my dear father ^ 
who has had another alarming seizure. 

24. A time of sweet solace in my solitary.. 
sitting in my father's chamber ; while the family. 
were at meeting this xnorning. 
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Zj. A time of much anxiety, my dear father 
continuing in. a very tried atiisition i I labouredi 
though I fear but feebly, after a thorough resigna- 
lian to the divine will. 

St ■ 

Sixth Month, 1795. 

4, More comfortable and quiet, for which fa* 
nrour I think I have been truly glad. 

5. I sat down in grciat weakness this inomin| 
iit meeting, but after waiting patiently, the Lord 
was graciously pleased to arise : then were his ene- 
mies scattered, and my sou! permitted to enjoy 
divine communion w4th him, whom I desire to 
love better than riches or length of .days. 

7. I found the adversary busy to-day at meet- 
mg in endeavouring to draw my attention from its 
proper centre ; but received strength to overcome 
his stratagems, and was enabled to draw water out 
of his reach. For ever blessed and praised be 
ftraelVShepherd : who leadeth and feedeth hit. de- 
pendant children, yea^ the least and meanest of hts 
flock. 

11. A quiet and comfortable day. 

12. Divers calling in, I was too 'light in con- 
Tersation 5 in other respects [a day] notjil spent. 

18. My mind affected, on hearing of the de- 
Yiation of several who stood in the foremost rank, 
and ought to have been as waymarks. Surely it isi 
enough to make one of the hinderaH)8t of the Shok 
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tremble, v/heti the standard-bearers faint and 
give way. "Double thy watch therefore my soul, 
lest thou also fall a prey to the devourer. A sweet 
contriting season in my chamber in the evening. 

19. I think I did my best to-day at meetings 
but thought it a low season, to which bodily iiw 
disposition contributed. 

21, Discharged an apprehended duty, in writi* 
ing to a friend, who I believe 18 straying wide 
from the true fold. 

* 2;. Think I have been: ena1>Ied to step along 
in safety these few last days^ hating frequently 
felt my good guide near. 

a6. Though our me«tiag was silent to-day (at 
is ^ften the ease), yet I thought it was good to be 
there, and could say, Better is an hour spent in 
thy courts than a thousand elsewhere. 

27. Dischai^ my duty to-day as an over- 
seer, in giving an affectionate caution to a young 
woman of whom I had heard a painful otrcum^ 
stance ; which dKe resented highly* However, 
was favoured to feel tolerably peaceful under it, 
believing I had not m<^ed in it iti tny own wiH. 

28. My mind strengthened in the belief that 
I had acted in the above-mentioned affair as be* 
came my station, though it met with so unfriendly 
a reception. I was desirous, of keeping quiet under 
it, and of being preserved from harbouring any 
resentment, yet keeping firm, as the cause was not 
my own, and worthy suffering for*^ 
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Seventh Monthj 179^. 

ft 

a. Have dwelt much in the valley these fevr 
AzfSf yet have eau8(^ to believe the blessing hath 
•rested upon me in my lowly situation, so that the 
language of my soul has been^ Return to thy rest, 
•for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 
^ 5, Went to Wandsworth to attend the quar- 
terly meeting. 

• 6. The meeting to-^f I thought unusually 
favoured, a divine visitation seemed afresh ex- 
tended to the backsliders in our Israel. My soul 
.was deeply bowed under a sense thereof. Oh! 
the condescending goodness of Infinite Wisdom 
.towards the workmanship of his hands^ iht 
meanest of which I often conclude mysell. 
Many strainers attended, among them Sarah Har- 
rison and Sarah Birkbeck. Returned home hum- 
ble and peaceful. Found my dear father as well 
as I left him. ** What shall I render to the Lord 
/< for all his benefits V 

7. I fear I have not felt sufficiently grateful 
-to*day for the favour conferred yesterday. 

12. Staid at home in the morning with my 
dear father ) went to our afternoon meeting, where 
after some close labour I was graciously favoured 
with access to the throne oT grace ; when my mind 
was unexpectedly drawn to supplicate for my dear 
father, that the Lord would be pleased to sust^iA 
bim in the solemn hour of death| whenever pec« 
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mitted, and finally admit him ta the mansions of 
eternal felicity. 

13. My dear father seized this morning with 
another epileptic attack 

17. My dear father again better though low. 

23. This hath been hitherto a. very trying 
week, which I have sometimes borne with a good 
degree of patience and resignation ; at others not 
so much so, as I should have done ; poor nature 
being overcharged : yet desire to labour after it, 
and that no repining thought may find room in 
my heart. 

24. Saw in the light to which I desired to 
bring my deeds this morning at meeting, that I 
had acted disingenuously in a circumstance that 
Jiad occurred in the morning i though the motiyn 
that induced me was to spare another pain, yft 
I am not sure that it was justifiable. However* 
notwithstanding this failure, was graciously adt 
snitted to the mercy-seat, where the sceptre of 
love was stretched forth. 

26. Sat down at meeting this morning, uncom-* 
xnonly encompassed with infirmity, having given 
way too mudi to unprofitable thought* ^ yet being 
enabled to press through the crowd, and touch 
the hem of the garment which communicate^ 
healing virtue, found it as infallible as ever, to 
my comfort and thankfulness. 

31. Sat the forepart of the meeting in a de<* 
sert land where I could discern no path for my 
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fcet 5 but after waiting a while, light was gra- 
ciously vouchsafed, and, the spirit of heaviness 
being removed, my soul became arrayed with the 
garment of praise. Yet even in this state found 
the enemy near with evil suggestions, but keeping 
my eye single, think he gained no advantage over 
me. 



Eighth Month, 1795* 



6. Went with Elizabeth Moline, by appoint- 
ment of the monthly meetings to r«ad tHfe yearly 
meeting's epUtUs in those friends* faniilies who do 
not attend meetings fot discipline.. We were 
enabled to give^ I trusti i little suitable counsel 
on the occasion. 

12. Fully dissatisfied with myself, and had 
to exclaim with one formerly, '* The heart is de- 
** eeitful above all things:" under a humbling 
sense of which I was deeply contrited, and beg* 
ged for an increase of strength and wisdom. 

14. Had much rubbish to dig through this 
morning at meeting, before I could get to the 
pure spring, yet had to acknowledge it- was well 
worth my pains j and that I was an unworthy 
partaker of such an inestimable blessing. 

19, Renewedly desirous this morning of doub*^ 
ling the watch, that nothing may be permitted to 
enter and defile the tentple, which the Holy Lord 
Cod 19 at times graciously pleased to visit. 
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21. Was afraid I had done wrong this eYen- 
ing in omitting an apprehended duty, giving way 
to creaturely reasoning and fear. 

24. My mind sweet and peaceful under some 
disquiedng circumstances. 



Ninth Month, 1795. 

1. These several days pretty fully take up 
with my beloved father, who had another alarm* 
ing seizure : under which trial I have felt, as here* 
tofore, divine support near to sustain* 

2. iVi*unexpected sweet little opportunity to- 
day in my dear father's chamber; in which 
George Dillwyn had to express his belief that the 
hope my father entertained of his future well- 
being would never be permitted to perish. In a 
sweet and encouraging manner he enlarged a little 
on the duty and advantage of full resignation to 
the divine will. He had a public meeting this 
morning, which was to my apprehension a fa- 
voured season* I spent the rest of the day in 
sweet -society. 

4. Our monthly meeting. In the silent part 
of the meeting for worship, my spirit sweetly 
tendered under the consideration of the many fa« 
yours vouchsafed. George Dillwyn appeared ac« 
ceptably in testimony. Went in the evening to 
Wanborough with some friends, where I spent die 
day with them, I tru^ in innocent cheerfulness. 
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€• Went this morning to Crondel wiA Motris 
Birkbecky jun* and the aforesaiel friends, where 
we met with many friends assembled, and think 
k was a season of renewed favour. George Dill- 
wyn appeared in testimony and supplicatioa; 
After meeting parted with my friends, and re- 
turned home in the evening, 

8. A fatiguing day, j'et found a little leisuite in 
the evening to retire to the fountain of sure mer- 
cies, where my spirit was sweetly contriled,iind 
refreshed under the frei^ feeling of the extensk>tt 
of divine regard. 

13. A precious little season in my dear 
father's chamber, while the family were at meet* 
ing this morning. 

1 6* These last few days spent vrell as to 
action, except some little impatience; but iiave 
too much given way to unprofitable thoughts, so 
that at times I have deeply mourned my instabi- 
lity ; yet have again relapsed into the same dispo- 
sition. Again I have sought after that Word 
which maketh clean, and though so unworthy, 
have felt it to purify my vessel. I make thb re- 
mark by no means boastingly, but to show the 
loving kindness of the Lord, who willeth Our 
aantification. ""■ 

24* Rather a bustling day« Retired in the 
evening to Wisdom's gate, where I sat in mudi 
poverty and weakness, and was afresh convinced 
that nothing short of the key of David could give 
access to the fountain of life. 
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*jt7. The %nemf, ever busy to betray, drew me • 
off my watch to-day at meeting ; so that I sus- 
jtained loss/ which I lamented. 



f • 



Tenth Month, 179s. 

s 

1. The recollection of some weaknesses ac- 
companied my mind in looking over yesterday, 
^nd to-day; but at times I have felt the secret 
touches of my heavenly Father's love in which I 
had to rejoice. 

2. Was favoured to sit under the Lord's teach- 
ing thi| morning in our little silent week-day meet- 
ing ; for which blessing I desire to improve. The 
test of the day fatigAiing , and attended with a pain- 
ful circumstance to my mind, to see youth trained, 
up in the way they should. not go.; and too wise in 
tjieir own eyes, to receive instruction from those 
who Jiave had more e3y)erience. 

. 4. Went to Esher to our quarterly meeting, 
hut was too ill to attend either of the sittings 

9. Much better. A little renewal of strength 
this morning in my sitting in my father's .chamben 

14. Had fresh occasion to lament my prone» 
ness to evil, and to see the subtilty of self-love^ 
how it creeps into the most trifling actions of our 
lives. 

. 1 6. A sweet contriting and instructive season 
i|i our little silent week-day meeting* Gave way 
to impatience in the night with my dear father^ 
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\«rhich cost me some tears,'and I earnestly besought 
an increase of strength proportioned to the trial of 
the day. 

10. Renewedly desirous of rising above the 
weakness of nature, and that I may know every 
thought and desire brought into subjection, and 
under the goverment of the Prince of Peace. 

23. Gave way to ang^r on a trifling occasidnj^ 
for which I feel condemnation ; nor has the rest of 
tbe day been so much improved as it might have 
been. 

25. Rather low times both morning and after- 
noon meetings. Mary Stacey had a strengthening 
opportunity, to my mind at least, in our faAiily 
in the evening. 

29. My time has* been so much taken up this 
week with company, attending on my dear father, 
&c. as to afibrd but little opportunity for religious 
hnprovement ; yet think I have been enabled to 
step along with a good degree of circumspection. 

30. This morning's meeting a season to be 
remembered, for the fresh descending of heavenly 
dew; under which precious influence my soul 
was secretly and unexpectedly drawn forth to 
petition the Lord on my beloved father*$ account, 
that he might be his in the day that he made ttp- 
his jewels } and the sweetness which accompanied 
my mind gave me reason to hope my prayer 
would be answered. It is with a heart replete 
^th gratitude that I thus commemorate the gta- 
clous dealings of tke Lord* 
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Eleventh Month, 1795. 

6. My beloved father again seized with epi« 
lepsy. 

8. My strength and confidence a little renewed 
this morning at meeting^ which I estean an inesti- 
mable favour. My dear father gradually te« 
covering. 

12* Have had but little opportunity for reli- 
gious retirement these few days past ; and when I 
have found and embraced it, I have thought my 
mind much resembled nature as to the outward^ ^ 
winter season. I could find but little verdure, or 
pleasant fruit; yet at other times have felt the 
restricting power oi truth near^ which has drawn 
my mind into peaceful quiet i which I esteem si 
favour. 

15. A roving lukewarm disposition too much 
prevailed in the early part of the meeting ; but the 
good Shepherd graciously condescended to stretch 
forth the crook of his love, and gently drtfw me 
towards hiin. He was in abundant mercy pleased 
to animate my faith, by afresh disclosing the 
Jbeauty and excellent order of the new creation | 
with what perfect harmony every duty might be 
fulfilled, did we dwell enough und^ the pure 
principle of truth ; no clashing, no interfering one « 
y/ith aifbther, but each performed in its allotted 
• season. Then indeed should we know Jerus^em 
to be a quiet habitation and a jafe hiding-pla<;e. 

F 
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20. Was favoured to lie down as beside the 
still waters this morning in our little isilent week- 
day meeting. How unworthy, I must still repeat 
it, of such a blessing ! the rest of the week I fear 
not much improved, yet in reviewing it do not 
feel much condemnation. 

27. This week hath been so fully ^>c(^ied ia 
attending my dear father, working for the poor, 
and visiting the sick, as to allow scarcely tiitle for 
religious retirement ; yet 1 have believed fromthe 
peaceful state of my mind that 1 have been in my 
proper allotment. Should these remarks ever 
meet any eye^but my own, I hope the reader wiH 
not think that they are mentioned as any thing 
tneritorious. Far be it from me! well knowing 
how very imperfectly I fill up my various duties j 
and that the best of us are but unprofitable 
servants. 



'Twelfth Month, 1 795. 

6. :Favoured with near access to the throne of 
grace this morning in our silent meeting. When 
thus permitted to ascend the mount, how are we 
like Peter wishing to tabernacle there, unwilling ta 
return again ^ the earth; but remember, O my 
soul, this is not thy resting place, and that the 
fiill fruition of the crown is reserved for those 
who hold out to the end. Let the foreuste of it 
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animate thee to press forward, that thon mayst so 
Tun as to obtain. 

12. The duties of tliis week, I trust, in a good 
^degree fulfilled. On a strict scrutiny I do not 
^feel any thing condemn me, but some little iob- 
{>auence. 

17. When I awoke liiis morning I found my 
-mind drawn into sweet quiet. I was soon after 
summoned to my ndear father, who was ^2sed 
with another attack, which was very severe in- 
'deed : under which fresh trial I was preserved in 
a good degree of calm resignation, and was thank- 
ful that my mind had been prepdiKd. 

20. Attended the general meettfi^ at Ouild- 
ford; which, though tinusually «maU, was owned 
-by Him who is the crown thereof. To him be 
ithe praise ascribed, who is alone worthy. 

27. A favoured season this morning at meet* 
ing, thougjh no outward ministry. Yet those who 
centred to (he gift in then^selves were favoured to 
know a teacher, that cannot be removed into a 
•comer. Blessed privileged 

31. This week hath I think altogether been 
spent in the service of others hitherto. I have had 
4>ut little leisure for religious retirement^ yet trust ^ 
■I Juve been in my place. 

First Month, 1796. 

6. These two days well spent as lo actiofii 
Imt my miad ia too Jukcwann a itatet 
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7* Took a solitary walk in the fields wher« 
the mildness of the season, and the beauty of 
the creation, gilded by the rays of the ^tting sun 
^notwithstanding it was mid-winter), awakened 
my soul to gratitude in contenrptating the various 
blessings bestowed on poor fallen man, by ibe 
bounteous Author of all good ; who is so little 
siBien and acknowledged in his works. And though 
~jContemplating his perfections made me ieel mj 
own nothingness, yet there is something so is- 
expressibly sweet in this humble state of mind. (and 
-ihe tears which accompanied it), that I am often led 
to covet it in preference to any other; for it is net 
at our command. 

8. Was desirous this morning, as is frequently 
tny concern, to be weighed in the balance of the 
sanctuary, that so I might be favoured -to see my 
various deficiencies, and improve the future; that 
at the solemn close I may not be found wanting. 

lo. In my silent waiting before the Lord this 
'morning at meeting, I was Comforted in the belief 
that notwithstanding my various weaknesses, love 
to him and his causey had the pre-eminence above , 
ievery worldly consideration. 

15. I believe there were a few gathered in the 
name of Jesus to«day at meeting, who wete 
favoured to feel him preside amongst them. How 
much to be lamented that any should miss so great 
a privilege for want of centring to the pure gift in 
themaeliMsl 

17. The mcmiog not spent profitably; and> 
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having company to dinner, my mind wasr so dissi- 
pated that when I sat down in meeting I found it 
hard work to get it stayed. Mourning and self* 
abasement were my portion \ in which humbled 
state I was favoured to feel the healing waters flow,. 
to my great consolation and encouragement. An 
unmerited mercy ! ' , 

Zo. On recounting the varied blessings I enjoy 
(this morning), the query revived. What lackest 
thou yet ? The grateful acknowledgment of my 
heart was, Nothing, Lord, but a more perfect dedi- 
cation to thee, and re^^ignation of my will: in 
which I am fully ntitfied our peace and safety 
consist. 

a2» My dear father sleepix^ while the fsimily 
were at meeting, I had a comfortable time in 
retirement in his chambefr 

24. Had a lukewarm spirit to combat with 
the forepart of the meeting ; but after wrestling 
awhile vrM enabled to flee taHim, whose name isr 
a strong tower. 

29, . Have been much indisposed this week, 
and my dear father very restless; yet my faith and 
strength a little renewed this morning at meeting, 
which I esteem a favour. 

Second Month> 1796, 

. 2. Attended our monthly meeting, which 
proved a sweet instructive season, though held in 
silence. 



1*6 

6. My dear father Lad another alarming 
seizure this evening, under which mal was b^ 
Toured to feel divine support. 

1 1 . Came to Wanborough, in order to recruit 
a little my health '^ having sufiered by long con- 
finement and close attention to my beloved father^ 

15. On reviewing the last few days find 
fX)thing to boast of, but my many infirmities both 
of body and mind ; my feelings having been uncom« 
monly trying, 

20. Have spent the last £ew days pleasantly 
in the society of my kind friends, and feel myself 
better : cause of thankfulness ! 

23. A small company of us to-day at meeting ; 
but was renewedly convinced of the truth of that 
dicctaration^ *^ Where two or three are gathered 
** together in my name,^ there am I in the midst 
«* of them." 

28. Was favoured this morning, in our silent 
meeting, to sit under the teachings of the great 
Minister of the sanctuary, who is verifying hU 
promise of teaching his people himself* Graciout 
condescension ! 



Third Month, i 796. 

6. My dear father visited with another attack. 
That the afflictions which surround us, and are 
doubtless allotted in infinite wisdom^ may all work 
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together for good, and patience have its perfect 
work, is the sincere prayer of my heart. 

II. Was in hopes while the family were at 
jneeting to have communed with my own heart 
and been still ; but was so much indisposed, that 
I could not get my mind centred. Poor creature 
as I am 1 

13. Not wishing to eat the bread of idleness, 
I laboured according to my measure, this morning 
at meeting, and my hungry soul was satisfied with 
.the presence of him, who is invincible. In the 
afternoon was beset with roving thoughts to which 
I too much yielded* 

17. A sweet solitary walk in the field this 
eveniogj^ rendered so by feeling something of the 
divine unction resting upon my mind. 

1 8. Sat at meeting this morning in a good 
degree of holy sifence, where secret instruction 
was conveyed to my hungry souI> to my humble 
admiration. 

26. This week hath been so fully taken up 
..with company, &c. as to leave me but little 

leisure, yet trust the better part has not been 
wholly neglected. 

27. On a review of this day, do not feel satis- 
fied with myself, though favoured with a degree 
of divine enjoyment in both our meetings, yet did 
not keep stedfastly on the watch. 
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Fourth Month, 1796. 

I. A precious baptizing season in our Httfe 
week-day meeting ; may I walk worthy of suet 
unmerited favours. 

3« Found it hard work to get my poor weak 
mind to any degree of settlement, so ^at on look- 
ing over the day find that nothing was due to the 
creature, but blushing and confusion of fdee. 

4» At meeting this morning my mind wM 
favoured to renew its strength, and enabled be- 
yond expectation to get throiTgh die business, i 
hope to tolerable satisfaction. No praise due to 
the creature, well knowing from whence my suf- 
ficiency Cometh } * 

8. An humbling sense of my manifold' infir- 
mities is the companion of my mind this day. 
How unable we are to preserve ourselves one 
moment ! Surely then there is need to watch unto 
prayer. 

12. I often feel the imperfections of ttiy 
nature so forcibly, that the enemy is ready to sug- 
gest that it is in vain to maintain the warfare $ 
but I remember he was a liar from the beginning)* 
and that he is still seeking whom to betray. The 
good Shepherd, whose mercy is over all his works, 
still graciously extends it to me (the meanest of 
them I am at times ready to conclude), and ani- 
mates my#y^faith to press forward, through the* 
many encumbering things that retard my progress* 
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Zlon«ward. What return can I make for all hi» 
benefits ? O, that he may be plea.sed to enable me 
to make straight steps to my feet, for he well 
knows ray inability to take one aright without his 
assistance. 

2 1 . My dear father much worse for a week 
past ; and having company almost daily, my time 
has been much engrossed; yet think it has not 
been spent vainly. 

22. Found a little leisure this morning while 
the family were at meeting, and my dear father 
asleep, to retire to the Fountain of all good : when 
Biy mind was mercifully replenished with the sweet 
influences of divine regard. 

%g. An humbling season this morning at meet-* 
ing to my poor, very poor mind. 



Fifth Month, 1796. 

2. A thoroughly busy day. How often do I turn 
disgusted from the world, meeting with insincerity ! 
May it have its proper eflTect and weaii me from 
h, and induce me to pre^s with more earnestness 
after a city which hath foundations. 

4. Sweetly and profitably spent! My mind 
being preserved in a watchful state, was favoured 
to feel the good hand near. 

8. My beloved father gradually drawing to« 
wards the solemn close. In this time of trial am 
thankful to feel my mind preserved in awful quiet. 
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'9, This day, at half past lour itt the afternocmy 
Ae solemn scene closed; and the spirit of my 
"beloved father forsook its afSicted tabernacle ; and 
is, I doubt noty become an inhabitant of that city 
where sighing and sorrow cease • Blessed ei-^ 
change ! How consolating is the prospect ! This 
belief sustained my mind amid the pangs o£ 
separation ; but hearing in the evening the weak 
State my dear sister was in, it increased the tid^ 
of grief so much, that my feeble nature seemed 
almost oveiwhelmed. 

. 13. Graciously permitted access to the heaU 
ing fountain this evening, from whence I was 
sweetly refreshed. 

> I4» Several of our relations and friends came 
in order to attend the funeral of my beloved father^ 
After supper George Dillwyn appeared in an 
encouraging testimony, informing us of the sweet 
persuasion he entertained that he was landed safe 
in the heavenly mansions, exhorting those present 
so to keep their eye to die divine compass, that in 
the end we may all arrive at the same port. 

15. Took an affecting leave of the remains of 
my beloved father, whose placid countenance 
looked sweet even in death. It was followed to 
the grave by a large number of relations, friends, 
and acquaintance. 1 he forepart of the meeting 
I thought uncommonly solemn, considering the 
mixed company it was composed of. The silence 
which prevailed was remarkable; yet my .poor 
mind was much deserted till towards the concha 
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sion;.and at the grave the healing balm was dis^ 
pensed to my humble admiration and diankful- 
ness. After dinner our dear friends left us, 
parting under a solemn covering in sweet fellow- 
ship, my mind being deeply bowed under a sense 
of the manifold favours conferred on us. 

1 8. These several days spent in quiet; I 
believe the- good Shepherd hath been near, I 
have felt something of the extension of his divine 
crook both in my uprisings^, and lyings-down. O, 
that I was more worthy of such continued con- 
descension. 

29. Our week-day meeting, a season I longed 
for; yet on my sitting down felt encompassed 
with poverty; but after a patient waiting, the 
«tone was graciously rolled away from the well's 
mouthy and as [the spring] arose, I was enabled 
tq sing unto it. I write not these things boast^ 
ingly : but as memorials of the loving-kindness of 
the Lord to such an unworthy creatute. 

31. Went to Guildford to our monthly meet- 
ing, where, after a time of drought, my soul was 
sweetly refreshed, as by a brook by the way*. 



Sixth Month, .1796. . 

5. The forepart of the meeting sat in dryness, 
but having my eye single to the Lord,. he was 
jl^raciously pleased to make the desert rejoice and 

F 6 
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blossom as the rose, by h» life-giving presences 
The afternoon a dull heavy meeting. 

12. Though not favoured with so sensible ad 

enjoyment of the divine presence as at some other 

•* seasons; yet was preserved in a quiet frame of 

mind, and in a good degree of watchfulness : ia 

which I believe I was accepted. 

1 8. Though I have had but little leisure for 
retirement this week past^ yet have been favoured 
to feel good near me at times. 

19. Seasons of renewed favour, both morning 
and afternoon meetings ; in the former s6mething 
of the vision of the holy waters was opened to my 
understanding. 

22. Feel low and poor every way. 

26. Methought the spring lay low, requiring 
deep labour to get at it; which however was 
blessed) being favoured with a Hctle of its arising. 



SetenIth Montb, 1 796. 

3. Thomas Scattergood, with other friends, 
attended our. quarterly meeting to-day [at Wands- 
wordi], which was a deeply baptizing season, not 
soon to be forgotten by some present. Oh, the 
long-suffering of a merciful God, who^ is still 
extending his visitation to a backsliding generation! 
How was ^y soul bowed under a sense of it ! 

4. The divine sweetness which attended iny 
tnind^ soon after my sitting down to-day at meefi^ 
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ing; I Acmght wat worth coming so far for, had 
I been favoured with no other enjoyment ; and the 
prayer of my heart was that I might be preserved 
tinder its precious influence, during the sittings o£ 
the meetings both for worship and discipline^ 
which was in good measure the case. 

5; Came to town in the evening, called oa 
George Dillwyn to take leave of him, before his 
embarkation for Germany. We had a sweetly 
contriting season together, and parted, I trust^ 
under the influence of best love ; not knowing we 
should ever meet again in mutability. 

6. [Went] to Chelmsford in the afternoon, 
desirous to retain a grateful sense of the favours I 
have been made a partaker of. 

io« Was very desirous tliat the great work of 
redemption might be carried on to the praise of 
Him who is able to effect it. 

18. Went to the monthly meeting at Col- 
chester; which appear^, like many others, in a 
weak low state; yet was favoured with a quiet 
refreshing season in the meeting for worship. 

22. Went this evening to Stortford, to attend 
a public meeting appointed for Thomas Scatter* 
good, the silent part of which was a season of 
SMreet solace to my mind ; yea, it seemed for a 
short space, as though it was swallowed up in the 
divine immensity ; and was, like Peter formerly^ 
desirous of tabernacling there, unwilling to return 
again to earth and earthly things^ to a state of 
warfare. 
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. a3- Thomas Scattergood came to Stansted> I 
Iiad some of his company, but was so unwell I 
could not enjoy it as I should otherwise have 
done. I began to consider the enjoyment, I had 
been favoured with the evening before, as a pre- 
lude to a severe illness, or my final change, undej? 
which I was favoured with a (^uiet resignation. 

24. Feel much better than I had reason to ex- 
pect from the violence of the seizure. . May I be 
sufficiently thankful. 

* 28. Thomas Scattergood (with George and 
Elizabeth Gibson) came again to Stansted this 
morning, and had a public meeting with the 
neighbours, and was favoured in a more eminent 
manner than I had before heard him. How did 
the bowels of divine compassion seem to yearn 
towards the people! The gospel was truly preached 
to the poor in spirit ; but Oh ! I found it was to 
many only like a pleasant song. How discoura- 
ging this must be to the poor exercised messengers; 
who are thus evidently sent to the highways and 
hedges with an invitation to the marriage-feast. I 
think I sat amongst them in humility and fear, 
desirous that if I was hot in any degree able to 
assist these favoured instruments by the ezerr 
cise of my spirit, as I concluded I was not, that I 
might not add to their burden by unwatchfulae^* 
Spent the rest of the day in sweet society. 
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Eighth Month, 1796. 

6. Came home, sind found all relations gene- 
rally well, which, with the many other favours 
bestowed on me, I desire to live under a grateful 
sense of» and improve ta my eternal advantage. 

II.. On a retrospection of the last few days, 
think they have not been spent altogether unpro- 
fitably i yet have sometimes given way, as usual, 
too much to a roving disposition ; at others have 
felt the restricting power of truth near, sweetly 
bounding my thoughts and desires. 

12. Was enabled this morning at meeting'^ 
through adorable mercy, after a time of labour, to 
ofFer up the sacrifice of thanksgiving for mercies 
both ancient and new. 

18^ Afresh humbled under a sense of my 
weaknesses ; and sincere desires^ arose for preser-^ 
vation and renewed strength to walk uprightly 
before the God of my life. 

23* Having a word of reproof to hand to a 
delinquent, it induced me to turn inward, and see 
how things stood there, which humbled and con- 
trited my spirit before the Lord, desiring him to 
search out every thing offensive in his pure sight : 
being afresh convinced that the work belongs to 
him, for whhout him we can indeed do nothing. 

31. Feeling some vnrong dispositions arising^ 
found it safest to recur to the Fountain of living 
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mercies for strength to subdue them, and to im- 
plore the continuance of his protecting providence. 



Ninth Month,' 1796. 

14. These several days pretty much taken up 
with company, and preparing for a journey, and 
my mind too much occupied vrith trifles. 

16. A temptation presented on my first sitting 
down at meeting, which my weak mind Mraa too 
much inclined to join in with \ but happily seeing - 
the snare, I was enabled to flee to Him, whose name 
is a strong tower, who graciously condescended to 
bless my feeble endeavours, and give ability to 
mount a li^tle upward, and render him the praise 
of his own work, who is for ever worthy thereof- 

25. After some exercise, my mind was ga- 
thered in a good degree into the silence^ of aU 
flesh ; where the Father was, I humbly trust, wor* 
shipped in spirit and in truth. 



Tenth Month, i 796. 

6* Had humjbting views of myself to-day at 
meeting j yet, if I know my Own heart, I love 
these, stripping seasons, love to see self kid low, 
and of no reputation at all, that the Lord may be 
alone exalted, who is worthy thereof for ever, 

8* Have felt something^ of an unusual sadness 



tliis daf or two past, which liatl^ caused somb 
searching of heart* O, that it abo& more fully 
under divine influence^ that its goings might b^ 
established* 

I a. Sitting down in a good degree of humility 
and nothingness, my resse! was replenished with 
heavenly oil, which greatly cheered my drooping 
mind, and encouraged me to hold on my way. 

1 6* Though I went to meeting in much po* 
▼erty, and beset with unprofitable thoughts, yet 
was/ soon favoured to feel an awful solemnity 
cover my mind, under which was preserved th^ 
greater part of the meeting. 

23. Think I did not eat the bread of idleness 
to-day at meeting, having to struggle with my 
flianifold weaknesses : yet am thankful at^ times to 
feel the warfare matntaiaed* 

26. Readied Bristol lat« this erening after i 
fetiguing joumey. 



Elbtemth Mokth, 1796* 

3* Dear Sarah and Hannah Stephenson called 
on us, and we had a comfortable sitting together 
in my dear sister's chamber. Sarah was led in an 
encouraging manner, and had to mention the bles* 
sing which rested on the head of Joseph, desiring 
it might be ours. 

6. Was enabled to break through a host as it 
were, and drink a little of the water that is [by] 
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the gtto o( Bethlehttn; for which unmentej 
favour my soul praised the Lordy' who is alone 
worthy for ever. 

10. At the evening meetings my. poor soai 

.much encompassed with weakness and infirmity: 

but waiting patiently and humbly at Wisdom's 

gate 9 the clouds were at length dispersed, and the 

Lordj in his great goodness, blessed me with the 

.lifting up of the light of his glorious countenance* 

15,. A time of poverty and desertion this 

morning at.meetin'g ; so that my poor soul was ltd 

.to crave the crumbs that fall from the table, like 

the poor Gentile formerly, if unworthy to pa>- 

^jtake as a child of the heavenly family. 

25. Havmg omitted to minute down the sere* 
xal lafit days £or want of suitable opportunity, I d^ 
not recollect particulars I but this I know, I.never 
had more humbling views of myself than of 
late ; and strong desires have b^en raised at;tin)eS| 
that I might be enabled to walk more faithfully ia 
the path of self-denial and the daily cross. 

28. Called on several friends,, intending t<^ 
leave Bristol in a day or two, and spent about aft 
hour profitaoly and pleasantly with dear Haanahi 
. Stephenson and her aged mother^ 



Twelfth Month, 1796,. 

8. These last few days spent pleasantly in the^ 
lOQiety of, beloved, relations ^ and would hope xiot 
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altogether unprofitably. *Mj brother and sktef 
Waring left us,, my dear mother and self, now 
sitting down together in our quiet habitation^ 
thankful, I trusty for the many favours we are made 
partakers of. 

15. These last few days spent well as to 
action> as far as I know ;. but have givep too much 
latitude to my roving mind. 

1 6* A time of great desertion and poverty this 
morning at meeting; which, I trust, profitably 
bumbled my poor mind* 

25. A trying time this morning at meeting. It 
seemed as if the severity of the weather had 
chilled all hearts. Mine was too lukewarm, I 
fear : under an humbling sense of which I went to 
the afternoon meeting, which unexpectedly proved 
% sweetj contriting season. 

28. Part of this week hath been much taken 
up in endeavouring to establish a fund for the 
relief of poor women in child-bed ; and hitherto 
have met with encouragement and success, beyond 
expectation. It hath been humbling to my poor 
mind, that my feeble endeavours should be ble$scd> 
and that so mean an inatnunent should find favour 
with the people ; which I considered the Lord's 
doing, and have earnestly desired that I might not 
attribute any thing to the creature \ but might be 
preserved from this snare, well knowing that I can 



^ It slionld teem that her brother and ndter retimed with, 
her from BriftoU 
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do tiothittg ftrightt without* the assistance of that 
which 18 alone profitable to direct* 



FiEST Month, i 797* 

» 

t. I wMi enabled this morning at meeting tv 
cast down etery crown as at the footstool of Jesn^^ 
The afternoon was a season of poverty : owing, I 
fear, to lukewlrmness* Poof unstable creatiihref 

5* This wei^y like the last, has been fflosrif 
spent in the service of the institution I have* been 
endeavouring to ptomotej and whhsh has been 
0uceessful beyond my most sanguine expectations. 
It has been truly pleasant to see with what cheeiu 
fulness most of the subscriptions have been given. 
Tet even here I h^ve found abundant came of 
watchfulness* Self, busy self, woidd fain put in 
for a share: wkich hath caused, I trust, z godly 
jealousy, test I should attribute any thing to the 
creature; and a fear hath also prevailed, lest I 
should, in any respect, balk my^ testimony in my 
frequent intercourse with the gentry^ which must 
necessarily occur in the establishment of such an 
institution i but think I have hitherto been enabled 
to steer pretty clear (though not without my buffet^ 
ings) which is cause of humble thankfulness. 

9. Attended our quarterly meeting at Kings* 
ton, which was very small, and, I Ifhought, an 
affecting low season ; the weakness of our sku- 
iition being so apparent, and yet no way seemed 
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to open to mend it. It seemed to me aS' if the 
few sincere-hearted amongst us were not suiEcient 
for these things. 

15. A season of encouragement this morning 
at meeting; being favoured with a renewed evi- 
dence that I had an interest in Him, who is the 
beloved of souls. The afternoon, the little while 
I got my mind stayed, was humbling. 

17. This week hath mostly been devoted to 
the service of* others, and I would hope not spent 
unprofitably ; yet fears and doubts do at times so 
encompass my poor mind that I am ready to fear 
I do nothing aright. 

22. Times of proving again to-day, both mom* 
ing and afternoon, yet my mind a little relieved 
from the pressure it lay under. 

25. I have endeavoured to perform the duties 
of these several days past faithfully, in lowliness 
and a good degree of fear« That I may be pre- 
served so to theend of time ismy sincere desire. 

27. A time of sweet encouragement afforded 
me this morning it meeting> so that my soul le^ed, 
as it were, on its beloved. Inestimable favour I 

29. *My strength and faith in the Lord re- 
newed^ so that I could put my trust under the 
shadow of his wings ; yet the cbse exercises of 
mind, which have of late attended, have not yet 
wholly left me, nor do I wish it (I think) till the 
Lord's time, which is ever the best. Too ua- 
.vratchful in the afternoon meeting. 
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Second Month, 1797. 

3. ThotXgh I had to trestle awhile for the 
blessing, this morning at meeting, yet was not seiit 
empty away : such is the continued kindness of a 
-f^racious Providence to, I am often fed to think, the 
meanest of his works. 

5. Again phmged into ihc deeps* May these 
frequent baptisms tend to my purification ; ana 
enable me to endure "with patience and resignadon 
every dispensation df unerring wisdom ; until I am 
made conformable to his holy will in aH Aings« 

^. Methought the language of ttie poor publi- 
can'became me best this morning at meeting; yet 
at times my mind has been a little cheered with 
the belief, that He, whom I desire to serve, hath 
not only seen my lowly walking before him of late, 
but fhat his blessing hath rested upon me ; though 
at other seasons I could not discern it. 

19* My thirsty soul replehi^ed -with a little of 
the wine of the kingdom this morning. How un- 
worthy such a favour I esteemed myself! 

26. 'Tfaemeeting I thought measurably owned 
1>y Him, who is the crown of all our assemblies; 
and the prayer of my heart was, that lie would 
1>e pleased to enable me to walk before him with 
acceptance. This is what at times I am led to 
aspire after more than any temporal blessing. 

a8. I fear I have not so fully borne the crMs 
as I should bare done. 
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Third Month, 1797;. 

^, My mind more tranquil and comfortable^ 
5et have daily to experience that weakness and 
Infirmity are my rompaiiions. ' 

3. Though I could only touch the hem of his 
garnient to-day at meeting, yet I found virtue in 
it J and thought it an unspeakable favour that T 
^ould be permitted <o approach the Beloved of 
souls : one -so unworthy and so remote from his 
infinite perfection. 

5. A season of poverty in the morning meet- 
ing ; though I was enabled to keep pretty much 
=on the watch. Jn the afternoon, on my first 
sitting down, a temptation presented itself, to 
whkh 'I too much yielded for a time; but the 
good Remembrancer being near, soon brought me 
into the valley of deep contrition, where I was 
favoured to experience Feconciliatk>n« 

9. My mind haih been mutih in the valley 
these last few days; where I find it safest to keep* 

10* Was comforted to-day (at meeting) in the 
renewed belief, notwithstanding the desolation 
which prevails, that there are still a remnant who 
are preferring Jerusalem to their chief joy. 

15. Am btiU made to feel my weakness and 
insufficiency for every good work: yet frequent 
are my desires to be directed by a Wisdom supe- 
rior to my own ; even that yfi^doat which comes 
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from above, and is alone profitable to direct 
through this state of prohatkni. 

19. My mind felt this morning like the barren 
heath in the wilderness, insensible when good 
comes ; or, at least, not in a capacity of receiviDg 
it. In the afternoon the searching wine was dis« 
pensed, yet not wholly unaccompanied with conso- 
lating oil} to my humble admiration, thinking 
myself unworthy such a favour. 

24. A precious baptizing season in our litde 
week-day meetingi in wUch my soul was enabled 
to sing of mercy and of judgment. 



FO011TH Month, i797» 

* 

2. My mind gathered Into a sweet quiet soon 
after I sat down in meeting, which, in a good 
degree, remained during the sitting, notwithstand- 
ing some interruption. The afternoon a painful 
season, wishing to feel life more than words. 

3 . Dear Sarah Stephenson much favoured to- 
day (I thought) in testimony, and upon the whole 
it was a season of renewal of strength. 

4. Accompanied dear Sarah -JStephenson an4 
Mary Jefferys to Guildfoxd, in order to attend a 
burial and our monthly meeting. Sarah -Stephen* 
son appeared largely and excellently, and I thought: 
the crook of divine love was once more, in 
abundant mercy, stretched forth to the wa&derers. 
O, that they would be gathered. 
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14. Have spent this week much alone In tran- 
quillity, and have, at times, felt my mind clothed 
.with the incomes of that peace which passeth the 
junderstanding of the natural man. 

16. A time of wading this morning, yet was 
enabled to maintain the watch with a good degree 
of faithfulness, and had to remember an expres- 
^on.of dear. Thomas Ross, * Expect not to rise 

* high when the seed lies low 5' which I believe 
was the case in this meeting. 

• 23. Having my mind unsettled before I went 
to meeting I fared but poorly there. In the after- 
noon, going with full purpose of heart to settle 
down in the quiet, and mind my own business, 
was favoured with a little of the refreshing streams 
of that river, which maketh glad the whole heri- 
tage of God. 



Fifth Month, 1797. 

11. I fear this week hitherto has not been so 
much improved as it ought. 

12. I found the tempter near to-day, on my first 
sitting down at meeting ; but^ after struggling a 
while, was enabled to close my eye, and shut my 
ear^ to his false suggestions, and repair t6 Him 
>v'ho is the healer of breaches and restorer of j^ths. 

14. This morning proved a season <^ jsweet 
refreshment, though humbled under a sense of my 
unwoftbiness to approadi perfect Purity. - 

G 
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ai . Attended Gracechurch-street meeting both 
fnoming and afternoon, which were measurablj 
x>wned by Htm, who is the crown of all our reli- 
gious assemblies; though I suffered loss for want 
of mdre watchfulness in the latter meeting. 

24. A precious season this morning at meet« 
ing) in which the baptizing virtue of truth wa8 
eninently felt to attenJ the gospel labours of 
4ivers of the worthies present. 

25. Attended two sittings [of the yearly meet- 
ing] and a committee. My mind humbled under 
a sense of niy dwarjGshness, seeing the beauty and 
dignity with which the Lord hath adorned many of 
my sistersi who have trodden with more unerring 
feet the path of self-de;iial, and more faithfully foU 
lowed him in the way of his requirings. 

28. Attended Gracechurch-street meetingi 
morning and afternoon, the latter particularly 
favoured9 through the ministry of divers friends 5 
yet my poor mind %o stripped that I could partake 
but in a very small degree of the good extended : 
which was humbling. 



Sixth. Month, 1797. « 

7. Came home and found my relations wel!^ 
whict I esteem an additional favour to those 
already received j may I w?lk worthy thereof. 

Xr6. Under a sense of the manifold blessings 
and benefi.ts conferred upon me^ the language of 
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my soul to-day at meeting was, What can I ren- 
der unto thee, O Lord, for them ? and I returned 
sweetly refreshed, believing his continued regard 
was still extended towards me ; though such an 
unworthy creature. 

22. This week hitherto spent mostly in the 
service of the poor ; and though my mind has not 
been so inward as it ought, yet the better part has 
not been wholly neglected. 

23. I sat down at meeting this morning in a 
sweet quiet firanie of mind, from which I hoped 1 
good meeting ; but felt some obstruction, whether 
in myself or others I know not, that I could not 
move forward until near the close j when the scep- 
tre was In gracious condescension extended, and 
my soul was admitted into the presence of its best 
beloved, to its humble rejoicing. 

25. Had to struggle again this morning a con- 
siderable time, before the stone was removed from 
the well's mouth ; yet when that is, through di- 
vine assistance, effected, we can acknowledge it is 
well worth all we can do or suffer for it. In the 
afternoon my mind was much humbled and con- 
trited, under a fear that I should not hold out to 
the end ; not from any doubt of the sufficiency of 
a merciful and kind Providence, but from a deep 
sense of my manifold frailties. I was led to crave 
preservation from the devourer.. 

30. Was enabled to turn into the vineyard of 
my own heart, where I found still much to do; 
and also to look over what I apprehended the state 

,G 2 
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of some others, where I found cause of mourning 
QVi their account as Wiell as my own. 



Seventh Month, 1797- 

3. Dur quarterly meeting at Wandsworth, 
which I thought a season of precious favour, 
though I was led as into the stripping-room ; yet 
never find I get through the business of the meet- 
ing so well, 3S when unclothed of all self-suflS- 
ciency; which was in a good degree the case at 
this time ; being made sensible that I performed it 
in a strength superior to my own. 

7. Our monthly meeting. The meeting for 
worship rather a low time to my feelings ; which 
was perhaps owing in part to suffering my mind to 
be disquieted about trifles before I went to it. 

1 4^ An humbling stripping time to-day at meet- 
ing ; wherein my righteousness appeared as filthy 
rags, and I saw a defijciency I had been guilty of 
as overseer; which I endeavoured after meeting 
to rectify, and thougli in much weakness, felt a 
degree of peace attend this little discharge of 
duty. 

24. My walk this evening rendered truly de- 
lightful, by some unexpected proofs of gratitude 
in some poor people ; yet desired to attribute no- 
thing to the creature, but felt thankful for ability 
afforded to render any little services to those of 
that class. 
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28. After struggling a while to-day at meeting 
with a lukewarm spirit, was favoured with access 
to the throne' of grace, where my soul was re- 
newed ly enamoured with the beauty and excel- 
lency of perfect holiness, and led to aspire after it, 
as the greatest of all attainments; 



Eighth Month, 1797. 

9. The spring of life I thought lay low to- 
day at meeting, that it required labour to get at 
it ; but when so favoured we can acknowledge it 
an abundant recompense, far, very far, beyond our 
deserts. 

I a. Felt the divine presence near me this even- 
ing in a solitary walk, which brought every faculty 
of my soul into sweet quiet, and reverent thank** 
fulness. 

■ x6. My soul replenished with heavenly bread 
to-day at the little week-day meeting ; for which 
favour I desire to be made thankful enough. 

27. Sitting down to-day in a good degree of 
passiveness to the divine w^ill, my vessel was re^ 
plenished with a little of the wine of the kingdom. 
30. Was enabled to say to-day at. meeting^ 
from a degree of living experience, " I know that 
♦* my Redeemer liveth." For ever blessed be His 
name who' is dealing thus bountifully. Thu he 
may be pleased mercifully to carry on and perfect 
bis own work, is what my soul craves. 

G3 



150 



Ninth Month, 1797. 

2. How are the Lord's mercies renewed every 
morning ! I was favoured to feel bis sustaining 
arm near me in the morning meeting ; and a com- 
fortable hope attended that he was redeeming from 
every corruption. O, that I may be preserved from 
marring his excellent work. 
.7. I do not know that my actions have been 
condemnable; but the state of my mind has 
seemed little else than weakness and folly. 

17. The momii^ meeting a low season to my 
own particular. In the afternoon bowed under a 
sense of weakness and imperfection : yet enabled to 
crave help, and a little encouraged in the belief 
that amidst all, love to the divine excellency bad 
the pre-eminence in my heart. ^ 

22. Was favoured to sit> as under my owo Tine 
to-day at meeting. Inestimable privilege I may I 
ever prize it. 

29* Endeavoured to press through the crowd 
of encumbrance to-day in our little silent meetingj 
which I found hard work ; yet towards the con* 
elusion my labour was measurably bleat. 



Tenth Month, 1797* 
14. My reflections on myself humiliating; 
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yet I trust my desires after more stability were and 
are sincere. 

15, Found it not an easy matter to get my mind 
centred beyond the fluctuating things^ of this life ^ 
yet my labour wa« not altogether in vain, blessed 
be the name of the Lord. 

' 17. That the Christian's Iffe 1$ a continual 
warfare, is often verified in my experience. It 
seems to me that mine will never cease on this 
ride the grave ; yet I sometimes think if I am but 
enabled so to maintain it as to reach the desired 
port* all afflictions and trials will seem - but as 
the dust in the balance, compared with th^joys of 
eternity. 

22. It appeared to my weak faith and patience 
like the third watch, ere I could meet with the Be- 
loved of souls, to-day at meeting: and even then, 
but a small manifestation of his being near^ yef 
that was and is ever precious. 

25. I sat down to-day at meeting in a luke- 
warm disposition, .with which I had to struggle a 
considerable time^ but the good Shepherd of 
Israel being neaf, at length extended help to those 
whohad no might of their own. For ever blessed 
be his holy name, he was pleased to remove the 
spirit of heaviness, and clothe with the garment of 
praise. 

Eleventh Month, 1797. 

I. I think I can with sincerity say, that I feve 

G 4 
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to meet the Lord in the way of his judgments, be- 
cause they have hitlierto been mixed with mercy, 
so that they are sweet to my taste. Thus though 
it was a season of inquisition, to-day at meeting, 
yet it was precious to my soul, which aspired after 
that complete redemption which can alone fit me 
for the society of the spirits of the just made per- 
fect, and qualify to sing the praises of redeeming 
love. 

5. Though enabled in a good degree to maintain 
the watch this morning, yet sat in much poverty 
of spirit, under which I desired to be resigned to 
the divine will, not doubting but it was most con- 
venient for me. In the forepart of the afternoon 
I was so unwatchful as to give way to a roving 
disposition, whick brought sorrow and contrition; 
though I believed weakness and lukewarmness pre- 
vailed mournfully over the meeting : yet that was " 
no excuse for me, but ought to have excited to 
double diligence* 

7. On recounting my blessings I am led to be- 
lieve that I am favoured with both spirituals and 
temporals beyond thousands. O, my soul, it does 
indeed highly behove thee frequently to ponder how 
much thou owest unto thy Lord. 
. 9. Though, a season of some conflict to-day at 
meeting (feeling the tempter near to draw me from 
my watch) J yet witnessing preservation, was en- 
abled, I trust, to. perform that worship which is 
alone acceptable in the sight of God, because it is 
of his own preparing. 
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15. Sat under the teachings of the best of Mi- 
nisters, who verily teacheth^as never man taught: 
even the precious anointing. 

28. Our monthly-meeting : in which I was led 
into a state of mourning over the desolation which 
prevails not only in the l^nd, but in our highly 
favoured society. 



Twelfth Month, 1797. 

m 

r 

^^ 

r 

I. Sat in our little silent week-day meeting, ixi 
a good degree of self-abasement. 

14. This week, much devoted to the service of 
others, mostly the sick and poor j yet have had at 
seasons to feel my own manifold weaknesses. 

17. A little renewal of strength to-day at 
meeting, yet humbled in the evening under the 
consideration how far. I loitered behind many, in 
the heavenly race. ' 

24. . Still buffeted with weaknesses, and ashamed 
to appear a fool in the eye of the worldly wise.- * 
May strength be graciously afforded to give up to 
what I believe is required of me \ though I doubt 
not but it will appear to some like straining at a 
gnat ; yet obedience can alone bring peace in small 
as well as great things. 

29. A trying week to my feelings divers w'ays 
hitherto 5 yet raethought a little light sprang up 
to-day at meeting. 

30. My state of mind to-day seemed com- 
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parable to poor Jonah's when his gourd was 
withered i but more tranquil in the evening. 

3 1 . My strength and faith in the all-sufficiency 
of God a little renewed, in my silent, and I think 
I may add humble, waiting before him ajt meeting. 
Thus closes the year 1797. 



First Month, i798« 

I. Attended our quarterly-meeting at Dorking, 
where my poor mind laboured under so much dis- 
couragement that I did not seem in a capacity to 
receive good if offered ; but it appeared to me a 
low time every way, though no want of words* 

3. Still moving on under much depression, and 
at times my poor mind seems so overcharged that 
I think .my bodily health will sink under it. 

4« A little revived to-day, having been enabled 
to . lean on my heavenly anchor, who can alone 
command the winds and the waves, and they obey 
Him. 

5. Our monthly-meeting ; in which my confi- 
dence in the Lord was sweetly renewed. 

12. This week hath passed quietly:'! have 
i)ieasurably borne the cross, in which I have found 
{)eace. A season of refreshment to-day in our 
little silent week-day meeting. 

19. I sat down in much weakness to-day at 
meeting ; yet after labouring a while, was gra* 
ciously permitted access to the fountain of living 
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waters, whereby my soul was sweetly replfeftished 
and encouraged to press forward, dirough the many 
hindering things which surround my path. 

26. Met, previously to going xo meeting, with 
acme vexatious occurrences which too much en- 
cumbered my mind, that it was a long time before 
I could rise above it 5 yet ere the meeting con- 
cluded was enabled to mourn over my weak- 
nesses, and seek help where alone it is to be ob- 
tained. • 



Second Month, 1798. 

2. I believe there were to-day a few rightly 
gathered in the name and power of Jesus, who 
was graciously pleased to fulfil his promise of pre- 
siding among us. Blessed privilege ! How la- 
mentable that any should slight it, and be oontenf 
to feed on husks ! 

15. My mind having been much outward these 
several days past, I sat down at meeting in much 
strippedhess, scarcely expecting to be favoured with 
the overshadowing wing, which however was grai- 
ciously extended to my humbling admiration- ; and 
my soul was led to recount the Lord's mercies, 
and enabled to offer the sacrifice of praise. O 
may I walk worthy of such unmerited favours. 

23. Attended the meeting at the Workhouse, 
[Cierkenwell, London^, where George DiUwyn 
and William Savery were, and both appeared ac- 
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ceptable [in their ministry]-, but though favoured 
with the company of such eminently gifted instru- 
ments, if the best of Ministers* had not graciously 
presided amongst us, it would not have satisfied 
the minds of some : which was mercifully the case. 



Third Month, 1798. 

I. Returned again to our peaceful habitation 
in health, not only bodily, but I humbly trust 
through- divine preservation in a good degree of 
spiritual freshness ; having often of late felt the 
sweet dcscendings of heavenly love, which I have 
been led to believe was the gracious reward of some 
little acts of faithfulness. Thus bountifully doth 
the Lord deal with the meanest of his works. 

13. Went to Guildford to see a poor friend 
near her close ; who, though in a suffering state 
as to body, yet seemed calm and resigned. I was 
at the week-day meeting, which I had no cause to 
repent, seeing the necessity of embracing eVery op- 
portunity of renewing my spiritual strength, by re- 
tiring often to the fountain and source -of aH good. 

22. This week hath been pretty fully engaged 
with the company of dear brother and sisters $ yet, 
though surrounded with temporal blessings as on 
every hand, have been thankful to feel my happi- 
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• See Heb. viii. 2. " A minister of the tanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and aqt man." 
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ness incomplete unless crowned with that best of 
blesiiings which brings no sorrow with it, and 
which can alone sanctify every dispensation of a 
bountiful Providence. 

29. Quarterly meeting at Alton. I thoilght it 
a favoured season, feeling Him to preside amongst 
us, who remains the crown of our religious assem- 
blies. We had a comfortable sitting in the even- 
ing, in which Thomas Scattergood appeared pretty 
largely in supplication and testimony, slnd was 
drawn forth in much gospel love to encourage a 
state present which seemed sinking under conflict 
and discouragement. 



Fourth Month, 1798. 

2. Our quarterly meeting at Guildford* 
Thomas Scattergood appeared largely in the meet- 
ing for worship, indeed he laboured abundantly 
in much gospel love. Things appeared very low 
amongst us by the reports brought in from some 
•f our monthly meetings. After dinner, when 
some of our friends had taken their leave, a pre- 
cious opportunity occurred, in which Thomas 
Scattergood appeared in a remarkable manner to 
individuals \ which I earnestly desired might be 
Uessed to them, and not pass away as the morning 
dew. 

3. Our monthly meeting. Humbled afresh^ 
under a sense of my own weakness, and un* 
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worthiness to partake of such unmerited blesskig^ 
as had of late been showered upon me ^ and de^ 
sired faithfulness and true dedication of heast 
might be the return. Dear Thomas Scattergood 
was silent. But before he left us, we had a hap- 
ping season and parted in sweet fellowship one 
with another. I believe there was scarcely one in- 
sensible of the precious influence which spread 
over us like a mantle. 

20. A stripping proving season in our little 
ulent week-day meeting, yet not unprofitable. I 
hope ever to be thankful to feel the refining hand 
near for my preservation. * 

22. In my walk to visit the sick this morning, 
the beauty of the scene around me, and the sense 
of multiplied blessings awakened my soul to grati- 
tude and praise : yet the morning meeting proved 
uncommonly dull and stripped of good. 

27. Though I long strove with a spirit of 
lukewarmness, yet at length was graciously ad- 
mitted to the throne of grace, and had sweet com'* 
amnion with my God. Inestimable favour be* 
Stowed on a worm ) 

29. A query. Art thoa nearer the kingdom 
than when thou fiist believed ? livingly sprang in 
my mind, this morning at meeting, and after some 
searching of heart, I was comforted in the belief 
that I had made some small progress in the hea*» 
Yenly racej though still weak and standing m 
daily need of supplies of strength and faith from 
Him who is the preserver of his dependant cliik 
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dren. In the afternoon methought mj situatioa 
somewhat resembled Mary's of old, when she sat 
at the feet of Jesus washing them with her tears^ 
and wiping them with the hair of her head. Bles- 
aqd employment, precious privilege ! I, like her^ 
have had much forgiven. May I also resemble her 
in loving much. 



.Fifth Month, 1798. 

10. Felt renewed desires arise, for preser^sa- 
tion from every snare of an unwearied enemy. 

II.. Sat down at meeting in a lukewarm state, 
which prevailed too long ; yet after a while, being 
humbled imder a sense of my faults, was once more 
in mercy permitted to wash in that fountain which 
reniains to'be set open for Jerusalem, &c. to bath^ 
in. Unspeakable favour ! 

21. Attended the first sitting of the yearly 
meeting. Thought it a season of renewed favour^ 
My poor mind was bowed in humble gratitude be<* 
fore the Father of mercies, that he had once more 
permitted me to sit with his children in this large 
assembly. 

24. We had this morning an acceptable visit ift 
die women's meeting from William Sayery, &c. 
who laboured abundantly amongst us, chiefly ad» 
dressing the youth, using much persuasive lan« 
guage to excite them to build on the ancient foun* 
4atioii| which the righteous hafe eves built upen^ 



/ 160 

in every age of the worW. He also exhorted them 
in a particular manner to refrain from reading 
unprofitable books. 

• 29. Two more sittings to-day, when the business 
was got through, some weighty testimonies borne, 
and awful supplication put up to the Father of 
mercies for the preservation of each other when 
widely separated in body. The meeting separated 
under a precious, solemn covering. 



Sixth Month, 1798. 

3. Sat again in our little lyieeting, I trust, 
Vtnder a thankful sense of past favours, and la- 
boured according to my small measure therein, 
in a silent travail for the arising of the well-spring 
of life. 

12. My mind comforted and strengthened in 
the belief, that love to God and good-will to n>en 
were gaining the | re-eminence in my heart, above 
every other consideration j weak and frail as I am 
often made sensible it still is. The other part of 
this week, though I dare not say it has been so 
much improved as it might possibly have been, 
yet think has not been spent vainly. , 

19. Attended our monthly meeting. I felt 
weak and low, and found it no easy matter to get 
at the well-spring of life ; yet was at length fa* 
voured with a little of its arising. 

24. A discouraging depressing seasoo this 
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morning at meeting. It seemed as though I was 
left a prey to the enemy. The afternoon my hope 
and faith a little revived by feeling the good hand 
still near for my preaervation. -■ What a favour ! 

29< This has been a week of no small trial -to 
my feelings ; think I have borne the cross as faiths 
fully as I well could. 



Seventh Month, 1798. 

13. A day of heaviness on account of a be- 
loved brother who^ I have reason to fear^ is de- 
parting from that simplicity and integrity of heart 
which has hitherto characterized him, and from 
whom we had hoped better things : that he would 
have proved a standard-bearer ill this poor country* 
Ah me I I am at times dismayed at the prospect, 
ilirhen I see so many falling, as on the right hand 
and on the left* 

19. Came to Newbury, oxk.mj way. to BrxstoL 
To know that our Redeemer liveth is indeed a 
great and blessed experience } which I was fa«' 
voured with this morning. As I sat solitary at the' 
Inn, waiting for the coach, he was pleased to 
break in upon my soul with the overshadowing of 
his life-giving presence, which is more precious 
tlian the increase of corn, wine, or oil. May I 
ever esteem it so. 

21. Attended the week-day meeting [Bristol] 
William Savery led in close doctrine to reprovo 



the hjpocriteSf which brought me to much search" 
ihg of hearty lest I should be found amongst that 
number. He stood up a second time, saymg it 
frequently happened that deeply humbled minds 
took what did not belong to them, and were ready 
to query, Lord is it I, who am about to betray thee ? 
with more to that effect ; which cheered my droop- 
ing soul. 



Eighth Month, 1798. 

1. Went with a very large p^rty to cousul 
George Fisher's to breakfast with William Savery ^ 
and from thence to Pill to see him embark* 
Before we separated, wc had a precious, contrite 
ing season together, in which he recounted tl^ 
Lord's gracious dealings with him, during his viik 
to the contiaentf and to this natkm } and said; 
though he was bound to acknowledge himself t 
very unprofiuble seirant, yet he was now at part- 
ing enabled to adopt the language, " Return unto 
w thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt 
•* bountifully with thee :'* with much more expres- 
sive of the peace he felt to crown his labour of loYe 
in this land. We parted in near love and fellow- 
ship 5 and though it was trying 10 my feelings, yet 
it was truiy consoling to see him so comfortably 
released from the present field of labour. 

7, Rather a low time at meeting ; yet trust the 
warfare was measurably maintained# 



165 

9. Awoke this morning witK a sweet anJ 
lively impression, that the Lord's mercy was over 
ali his works, even to me, the meanest of them. 

1 6, Wrote to a beloved brother, who I feared 
was departing from the simplicity of truth. 

17. Returned from meeting, as from the wash- 
ing pool, sweetened and -refreshed^ though I can 
but account myself unworthy. 

2«. Received a gentle correction from the di« 
Tine hand, which I kissed with subniission* 

24. Afresh encouraged and animated to pres9 
forward in the Christian race, this morning at the 
silent week-day meeting. 

25. Heard some affecting accounts of further 
declensions of some of the high and wise in our 
focicty : enough to dismay such a poor weak 
creature as myself in the prospect, did I not 
know that the word of the Lord esiditreib for 
ever. - >. 
^31. A deeply humbling teason lo-day at meet- 
ing ( in ^i^iich however my poor tried mind wa4 
brought into sweet tranquillity. 



Ninth Month, 1798. 

7. It was a low time to^ay at meeting ; yet 
think resignation and humility were the clothing 
of my mind« 

9. Was permitted through adorable conde^ 
icension, to lean upon the Beloved of soulsi thie 
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morning at meeting; which I esteemed a precious 
privilege. The evening meeting I thought a dull 

time. 

20. Went to take leave of my kind friends m 
this place [Bristol.] Was favoured with a pre- 
cious, cementing opportunity at dear Hannah 
Stephenson's ; seasonable it was to my mind^ faldi 
being at a Iqw ebb. 

. 30. Went to Ryegate in order to attend our 
quarterly meeting. The coveting of my mindthi* 
day and several past may well be compared to sack* 
cloth and ashes : because of the slain of the 
daughter of the Lord's people* 



Tenth Month, 1798. 

Z* Our quarterly meeting. A season of cloif 
trial to my mind on various accounts. 
. 13. This life is truly a cup of mixtureiJ 
Many bitters have been infused into mvyt of late) 
some of which have been very unpalatable to my 
taste \ yet I have desired to drink it with resigna- 
tion J which I trust I have been enabled to do in 
a good degree. On the other JiaAd many bles» 
sings have also accompanied me, which I desire 
to be humbly thankful for, well knowing how littli 
I deserve. 

17. My drooping mind a little refreshed, by 
repairing to the well-spring of life 5 and renewed 
desires after preservation, from the various snares 
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•which surround my path^ were raised to Him who 
alone knows them^ and how to sustain and carry 
through. 



Eleventh Month, 1798. 

a 

4. An unsubjected will prevented my access 
to the Fountain of sure mercies this morning: to' 
my shame I record k« In the afternoon wrestled 
hard to have it brought into the state of passive 
clay, which I was fafvrfured in a good degree to 
experience ; and thankful was I, to feel every 
power and faculty of the soul brought into sub- 
jection, and prostrated at the feet of a merciful 
Saviour. 

7. I trust, I still love above all things to sit at 
the feet of a crucified Saviour. Blessed name! 
How lightly esteemed at this day, yea, set at nought, 
'and thy divinity denied } Mournful truths! I' 
believe with my whole heart, that there is no other 
name under heaven by which mankind can be' 
saved. 

, .9. Sat up last night with a neighbour ; yet did 
not feel easy to stay from meeting, which proved 
a sweet solacing season, so that I could say, it 
was good for me to be there : ever desiring to 
esteem the loving-kindness of the Lord the greatest 
of all blessings. ' 

II. Mourning for nyself and others has been 
much the portion of thi$ day 1 yet got off my 
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watch too soon^ botli in the morning and after'«^ 
noon meeting. 

22. Received comfortable intelligence respect- 
ing a relation having applied for admission into the 
society, on the ground of convincement. Truly 
pleasant it is, to hear some are gathering home to 
the true fold; while so many are deviating and 
wandering as sheep without a sheph&rd, and en- 
deavouring to draw others after them* 

30. Though I did not maiotain the watch m 
steadily as I ought to have done, to-day at meeting ; 
yet while my mind was properly centred, I was 
favoured with the precious incomes of life and 
love : a favour I thought myself unworthy of. 



Twelfth Month, 1798. 

4. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, My 
mind bowed in the meeting for worship, under a 
renewed sense of the omnipotence and omnipre- 
sence of God. 

14. A day of inquietude a()d weakness, so 
that I could not get my mind properly stayed at 
meeting. 

i6. My' dwelling was much in the valley, 
to-day at meeting: and through adorable gCKxU 
nessAxras favoured to feel the dew rest upon mj 
branches. 

31. Thus ei^ die year 1798. A conscious- 
ness of manifold weaknesses attends me; yet 
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I feel htimbly thankful that I ^m still preserved 
alive. 



First Month, 1799. 

3* Tins has been a week of some trial ef faith ; 
jret think I have been 'enabled to bear the cross 
with some degree of faithfulness. 

II. After a tim^of conflict to-day at meeting 
I was enabled to rise above a wrong disposition, 
and approach Him who is the health of my coun- 
tenance! before whom my sotil bowed in deep 
prostration and deep abasement of self. 

1 6. My mind has been too much outward for 
iseveral days past. O, for a closer walk with God. 

19. Hastened to Wanborough, dear — — 
l>eing thought near his end. I found an afflicted 
&ouse ; yet was favoured to feel my mind preserved 
in much tranquillity. 

- 28. What a severe scene has again taken 
place ! We had flattered ourselves the bittemest 
of death was passed, when dear ■ was again 

plunged as it were to the very gates of it. The 
doctors give no hopes : one of the poor lads dead. 
How awful are the approaches of such, a mes- 
senger I 

30. — — again itfviving; and hope once 
ihore cheers this dwelling ; though we are almost 
.jtfraid to entertain so welcome a guest. 
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Second Month, 1799. 

15. Came to Godalming. Attended our week- 
day meeting, which proved a refreshing season to 
my poor mind, which I thought myself ^unworthy 
of. It was pleasant to sit again with my friends after 
such an absence : indeed it was a season of mu- 
tual rejoicing. I was thankful to see them again 
in health, and they expressed much gladness :at 
seeing me preserved from the contagion, to wluch 
I have betn exposed. I felt my own unworthi- 
ness of such marks of tender regard. 



Third Month, 1799. 

!• — — continues mending. I went to 

our monthly meeting, where I sat under an hum- 
bling sense of my weakness, and inability for every 
good word and work, both in the meeting for wor- 
ship and discipline i yet felt a degree of heavenly 
sweetness accompany this frame of mind ; which 
led me to hope it was not altogether unacceptable 
to the Father of mercies. 

3. Left my dear friends at Wanborough. At- 
tended both meetings, which were trying seasons to. 
me, for want of more watchfulness on my part. . 

8. The accoutrement of a true Christian was 
brought with freshness to my mind soon after I 
sat down in meeting ; and fervent desires raised 
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after so excellent an attainment, that I might 
thereby be enabled to withstand the varied as- 
f aults of an unwearied enemy. It was a strength- 
ening season to my poor mind. 

15. A season of sweet solace in our little 
week-day meeting. I could not but lament that 
others should miss so great a privilege by letting 
trifling things keep them at home^ or,. if at meet*^ 
ing; suffering a lukewarm disposition to deprive 
them of this best 4)i blessings, commufiioh with 
their God. ^ . 

23. The rest of this week mostly «pent in the 
service of others^ and not wholly improfitably, I 
trust. 

29. My tried mind instructed in my silent 
sitting to-day at meeting; and renewed ly led to 
number my blessings, and see how much I owed 
unto the Lord. 



Fourth Month, i799* 

I. Our quarterly meeting. I thought the 
meeting for worship a season of renewed favour to 
our youth in particular. The meeting for disci- 
pline was very trying to my feelings from various 
causes. 

4. Our friends Mary Watson, Mary Alex- 
ander, and John Elirkham sat with us this morn- 
ing. It proved a strengthening season to the 
drooping nainds of some. ^^ Blessed are they that 

H 
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^* thoum,** was the encouraging language. Surely 
-we have abundant cause of mournings because of 
the increasing desolation in our society : the pros- 
pect whereof is ready ta dismay the feeble traYei- 
lers Sion^^Kord. 

8. A precious, oontriting season this morning, 
previous to our beloved friends leaving us: in 
ivhich the dear young folks vere affectionately en- 
couraged to follow on to know the Lord. Deir 
W. T. was particularly addressed, aur frierids be- 
lieving his tender mind had been preciously visited. 
How did all that was within me covet that the good 
seed which, I 4id believe, had been sown in the 
hearts of some of them might be cherished, and 
bring forth in due season fruits to the praise of 
the great and good Husbandman. 

19. Heaviness of spirit has been my portion 
diis day, discouragements of various kinds pres- 
sing hard upon me. 

21. A day of mourning, because of the deso- 
lation in our JSion,' when those that should have 
,teen standard-bearers desert a cause so precious. 



FiPTM Month, i799» 

I • After a season of conflict^ my will was once 
more reduced, and I was enabled to adopt the 
language of» Mot my will^ O Lord^ but tUne bt 
doae« 
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5. Shamefully lukewarm this morning at meet- 
ing. In the afternoon a little strength was given' 
to labour^ which I think I did according to my 
small measure. 

10. 'My mmd hath enjoyed for several days 
past a sw^et tranquUlityy to which it has of late 
been much a stranger. I feel, I trust, humbly 
thankful for this favour^ well knowing I cannot at« 
tain to it of myself* 



Sixth Month, 1799. 

^ 5^ Renewed desires after preservation, feeling 
myself much stripped of the sensible presence o£ 
Him, who is I trust the beloved of my soul. ' 

6. My dear brother and sister Waring left us, 
which was no small trial to our feelings. We 
parted, I believe, in best love, and desires for each 
other's preservation. 

7. Favoured in our little silent gathering with 
8weet access to the inexhaustible Source of all good. 
My heart overflowed with gratitude for blessings 
ancient and new. 

9. Baptized afresh into a deep sense of my 
own nothingness 4 smd the need I stand in of re- 
newed supplies of strength; which I earnestly 
craved, that I might walk uprightly in humility 
and fear all my days. 

1 1 . Went to Guildford to meet d^ar Deborah 
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T)arby and Rebecca Young. Was not a little 
disappointed in finding they had passed us hj. 
Sat with the few in silence, where after a dipping 
season, my soul was refreshed by the renewed in- . 
comes of life and Jove. How unworthy do I es- 
teem myself of such inestimable favours ! 

i€- The general meeting at Guildford. * In the ; 
morning was favoured with ability to centre deep. 
In the afternoon I thought we sat down a poor 
company indeed, and found it hard work to keep 
on the watch. 

1 8. Read a little pamphlet, written by a 
German, a woman of rank in life. Was humbled 
under the consideration of her faithfulness in fol- 
lowing a crucified Saviour ; whilst I with tu- 
peiior. advantages remain but a babe, I often fear ' 
a dwarf, in religion. 

to. My weak anind being too much off its 
guard, I was caught with a temptation. Remoise 
$oon followed. 

21. Mourned my folly, and renewedly be- 
sought forgiveness, and future ^reservatioa. -. 

23. A day of some conflict of spirit. 

30. Went to Wandsworth to our quarterly 
mocting. The morning meeting, I fought a fa-' 
voured ^season ; the afternoon heavy and laborious ; 
though towards the close a little life . arose. A '■ 
committee from the yearly meeting attended ^ a 
choice little band* . 

* JOn wiu(^ ^ay Godalming meetin£p u suspended* . 
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Seventh Month, 1799^ ' 

r. Afresh did the crook of divine love seenT 
extended towards a backsliding generation, iir 
adojable mercy and condescension. Our dear 
friends laboured amongst us in much love ; and I 
thought a good degree of harmony prevailed^ and 
I was comforted in observing much more opeh-^ 
ness than I expected. in the visited ; so that I think 
the committee had an opportunity of seeing pretty 
clearly the low, very low state of things amongst 

USv 

5. The above-mentioned commfttee came 
here. [Godalming^ last evening. My soul renew- 
ediy humbled, under the consideration of the con* 

. tinued kindness of a gracious God, in thus sendihg^ 
. his faithful servants and hand-maidens to labour 
amongst us ; which was strengthening ro the feeble 
minds of some of us. Spent the evening at brother 
Kidd's. The dear young folks were afresh invited 
to come, taste, and see for themselves how good 
the Lord is. 

6. Our dear friends left us. Samuel Alexander, 
John Abbott, and Hannah Wigham had a sitting 
with us just' before we parted; which provecF a 
precious opportunity, in which our souls were 
nearly united in the heavenly fellowship, and 
sweetly refreshed together. 

7. Renewedly convinced that it would not 
suiHce the soul to feed on the manna gathered 

. H 3 
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yesterday ; but, that it must be dally waited /br> 
if we would indeed witness being, nourished up 
unto everlasting life. 

14. A renewed call to faithfulness this morn- 
ing at our silent meeting : . the afternoon dull and 
. heavy in the forepart \ but towards the clos^j life 
arose into a good degree of dorainicxt. . 

17. Dear uncle Kidd spent the day with us; 
the first visit he has paid I beliet:e for near, a 
twelvemonth. His quiets peaceful frame of 
mind was instructive and encouraging. 

%o^ The rest of this week hath passed serenely 
a^yay; I would hope not wholly unimproved. 
How many blessings have I to be thankful for ! 

21. A degree of favour attended both zneeU 

. .ings, and I trust a degree of right exercise was for 

a season maintained in each of them ( hut thiok L 

did not keep so faithfully on my watch ftd I should 

have done^ particularly in the evening. . 

25. Have seemed left to Qiyself, and as a {nrey 
to the cruel enemy for several days past ; .yet have 
been enabled at times to bemoto my conditioD} 
being ready to conclude there are few if any more 
pTopense to evil : humbling consideration, indeed ! 

26. Sat down at meeting this morning under 
Ae belief that I was altogether unworthy of clivine 
regard, or of approaching Him who is perfect 
Purity 5 yet after sitting a while iii this reduced 
state before him, he was pleased in wondrous 
love and mercy to stretch forth the sceptre of his 
love, and once more permit me to praiise hi& boly 
name, who is eternally worthy. 
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Ejxjhth Month, 1799^ 

. 2. Seemed uncommonly lukewarm and in-- 
different on sitting down, at meeting, to which t 
too much -yielded for a while ;^ but after some . 
struggle, was favoured with near access to the in^ 
exhaustible Source of all good. 

6. Have been led to ponder on the depravity of 
the human heart, and particularly of my own ;. 
believing few if any have more propensity to evil j, 
also led to call to mind the gracious dealings of % 
merciful, long-sufFering God,^ who hath sustained 
me and preserved me unto this very hour. O, 
that he woul.d also be pleased to give additional 
stability, that I may be enabled to walk before 
him with a perfect heart* 

. 9. A time of searching of heart to*day aC 
meeting, a profitable employ! I think I love to 
4>ring my deeds to the light, and feel all the evil 
brought into judgment, and sit under the purifying 
i)perations of the Spirit of Truth: O, may I be 
•eareful to keep my garments from defilement. 

15. Brother Tothill came, and brought with 
him a little good tidings respecting the labours of 
David Sands. 

• 18. Our general meeting at Guildford. My 

•.mind measurably gatheredrto the true centre, in the 

morning. In the afternoon, I thought, we sat 

■ down a poos* little company. The poor sol-- 

H-4. ■• 
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i\icr* was present, which brouglit an awful fear 
over me, lest he should be turned aside by ob- 
serving unwafchfulness and a lukewarm dispo- 
sition prevail ; and the prayer and exercise of my 
heart was that we might all, both he and ive, be 
preserved in our different allotments, and found 
faithful therein. 

25. My mind much tossed this morning at 
meeting: the way proved deeply humbling and 
instructive. 

30. Was renewedly desirous that my dwelling 
might ever be in the low vale of humility, whert 
the dew resteth. 



Ninth Month, 1799. 

6. A day of profitable humiliation, I trust. I 
ilesire to prize every dispensation that tends to re- 
duce self, however hard to the natural part. 

7. Still learning the hard lesson of sufTering 
patiently. 

II, Many are the cogitations of my poor 
mind, sometimes unprofitable : at others pure de*- 
sires after more stability and holy circumspection 
in thought, word, and deed, prevail. 

15. Could set up my Ebenezer and say. Hither- 
to hath the Lord helped me. For ever blessed be 
his name ! In the afternoon the dreadful end of the 

*A soldier quartered at Guildford, who frequented tbe 
meeting of friends, and appeared under conyincement« 
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hypocrite impressed my mind, with strong desires 
that I might be preserveid from it. 

20. Rather a low time at meeting this morn- * 
ing, yet have felt a comfortable degree of quiet 
for several days past. 

22. A time of conflict this morning, in which 
I hope the enemy gained but little advantage. The 
afternoon proved,- contrary to expectation, a re- 
freshing season. 

27. Gave way to a roving disposition the fore- 
part of the meeting, which produced shame and 
remorse, and the language of the poor publican, 
** God be merciful to me a sinner." 

29. Lowliness and fear were in a good degree* 
the companions of my mind this day. 



Tenth Month, 1799. 

7. Went to Ryegate to our quarterly meet- 
ing. I think the meetings were favoured seasons, 
though cause of discouragement still remains. 
The committee (John Abbott excepted) were 
there, also Pbebe Speakman and companion. Met 
with an accident on our return, but were preserved 
from harm : which I esteemed a favour. 

II. A time of sweet solace this morning at 
meeting. .My soul panted after the refreshing 
streams of Shiloh ; and was abundantly replenished. 
Unspeakable mercy ! 

17. Fheb« Speakman and Mary Taite 

H5 
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left us : a day of no smali trial to my feelings. 
Seeing the depression the said inends were under, 
M. T. wishing to return home, and P. S. unwil- 
ling to detain her, I thought myself called upon 
to offer to accompany the latter for a few weeb 
as a servant. The sacrifice is offered, whether it 
will be accepted it is yet uncertain. 

2o, Was renewedly desirous that I might he 
preserved in a single depend ance on the Lord in 
my appro^hing journey, for preservation every 
way, and have no confidence in the flesh ; believing 
that those who trust in the Lord' shall never be 
confounded. 

24. Parted with my beloved connexions, .which 
was trying ; yet felt peaceful, which induces me 
to believe that I am in my right place. Reached 
Chichester this evening, where I met with dear 
P. S. who appeared glad to see me. 

26. Left our kind friends at Chichester, and 
reached Alton in the evening. 

27. Attended both meetings, which were mea- 
surably favoured with the descendlngs of heavenly 
dew. I thought P. S. appeared excellently. 

28* Parted with my dear sister, and came to 
Basingstoke. Was desirous that I might be pre- 
served in humility and fear ; and that my deport- 
^ment might not in any degree disgrace the cause, 
dear P. S. is engaged so earnestly to promote. 

30. Was at the week-day 'meeting at Wlut- 
cliurch, a little company indeed; yet methought 
the crook of divine love was afresh.extended in 
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«irder to gather the outcasts of Israel and tHedis-i 
persed of Judah, 

. 31. Attended the week-^ay meeting at Andover, 
which was to my feelings a precioiisly favoured 
€eason. May it prove so to scnrre who were pre- 
sent, and not pass away like the early dew. I. 
•thought Phebe eminently favoured to divide the 
word aright*. . 

Eleventh Month, i799» . 

4. Came to Ringwood, where my mind was 
dipped into a low spot, from some discouraging 
circumstances. Was at the weekday meeting, 
where I think I was renewedly enabled to offer up 

jny own will, desiring the Lord's might be done. 

V 6, Attended the week-day meeting at Pool, 

«a season to be remembered by me, for the fresh 

^escendings of heavenly dew. A laborious season 

4o dear Fhebe, who was led in. a close line to rouse 
the lukewarm. Had a sweet littte opportunity in 

-a friend's jEamily in the evening. Phebe finding 
we x:ould not go to Guernsey, but in an armed 

-vessel, felt her mind unexpectedly released from 
the voyage ; which was a great relief to my poor 

.mind. 

i 15. Came to Sherborne. Met unexpectedly 
and pleasantly with John Wigham and John 

- Abbott, who were on their way to Guernsey. Here 
we got a fresh dip, respectit^ going ^thither. 
Phebe had a meeting at the above<4iieiuioned 

H6 
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place : a predous leason to my mind durin^f the 
iulent part of it. 

19. Went to Somerton ^ dear Phebe laboured 
abundantly amongst the little flock here. 

21. Came to Bristol, where I had the satis- 
faction of meeting my beloved connexions in 
health, and my dear sister better than I had ex- 
pected I which I esteemed a great favour added to 
the many, the very many received in my late 
journey j the chief of which I reckon the 
Lord's condescending goodness in owning and 
refreshing my spirit in every meeting I sat in. 

Twelfth Month, 1799. 

8. Sat in a low spot this morning at meeting, 
under an humbling seiise of my un worthiness to 
approach perfect Goodness ; yet was favoured to 
feel the healing waters administered. In the 
evening shamefully unwatchful: poor unstable 
creature ! 

9. Farted with my endeared friend Phebe Speak- 
man, which was no small trial to my feelings. 

II. Attended the quarterly meeting at Bridge- 
water. I think the meetings were favoured sea- 
sons, but I did not derive so much benefit from them 
as I might have done, had I kept more steadily on 
the watch. David Sands gave us much of his com- 
pany at the inn, and appeared several times ac- 
ceptable, and oHce remarkably. 

13. , i wrestled to-iiay at meeting as in the 
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night season^ and my endeavours were not alto- 
gether unblessed. 

1 8. My niind hath been much tried for some 
days past, yet this hath been its. humble language. 
Shall I not drink of the cup that thou handest me ^ 
although its mixture be wormwood and gall? 

2o. Some degree of sweetness and resignation. 

22. A precious season to my poor soul, being 
graciously permitted to lean upon its beloved. 

24. A trying day in taking leave of some near 
relations and dear friends at Bristol. A contriting 
season at dear Hannah Stephenson's. We parted 
under a precious covering and near sympathy, 

27. Came home. Found dear uncle Kidd in 
a very weak state, but better than I expected. 

31. Thus another year is passed awayj in 
which I have,^ I trust, endured soiyie conflict 
with a good degree of resignation, yet a sense 
of manifold infirmities is still my companion* 
May He who hath hitherto been my Rock 4ind 
my Shield be gracio.usly. pleased to preserve frofn 
falling, and enable me to follow him, though in 
a crucifying path. 



First Month, 1800. 

3* Our Monthly meeting ; wluch I thought a 
low season. Afresh pained at the increasing 
departure of a beloved brother from the true foun- 
datioa. ag I believe. .. . . 
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8. Our quarterly meeting at Esher. Mourning 
and heaviness of spirit were much the clothing of 
'my mind, the forepart of the meeting ; yet after- 
wards a little encouraged by the animating testi- 
mony of John Wigham, under a belief that a reneir- 
ed visitation was extended to a backsliding gene^ 
•ration. How excellently did he point out the way 
to life, and the many stratagemsr of an unwearied' 
enemy to lead from it ! 

14. Some disappointments attending, I hare 
felt a disposition bordering on repining ;. to which 
at times I have too much yielded ; at others, have 
striven against it. 

1 6. Have felt renewedly, pure desires begotten 
in my heart after a total resignation of my will to 
the Lord's ; which I esteem a favour from his boun- 
tiful hand« 

17. Was enabled this morning at meeting to 
cast down every crown at the footstool of a merci- 
ful Saviour : and renewedly to crave preservatioa 
and conformity to his will : which he alone can 
produce. 

19. Again struggled after resignation, and was 
enabled to repose all my cares on a merciful Pro- 
vidence J who careth for the ravens, asd who knows 
best what to dispense to the woduhanship of. his 
holy hand. 

£2. My mind hath enjoyed a good degree of 
quiet and resignation for several days past. 

24. Saw into the beauty and exceUency of 
walking by faith. O this divine anchor to i]ie 



las 

soul ! Without Its support how often should I have 
fainted by the way I 

Second Month, 1800* 

2. Am fearful my offerings were not sufficient- 
ly unmixed with creaturely ^eal ; although I think 
my desires were sincere that they might be so. 

9, This morning had renewedly to number my 
blessings, and see how much I owed unto the Lord. 
In the jiftemoon meeting the enemy threw discou- 
ragements like a cloud over my mind : which caused 
me sore conflict. 

19. In my solitary walk to visit the poor, the 
address of the angel to Cornelius, ** Thy prayers 
•' and thine alms are come up for a memorial before 
'* God," sweetly impressed my mind ; not that I 
fccHeved it applicable to myself, well knowing how 
improperly I perform my duty in these respects, as 
well as others; yet it brought me into contrition 
and an humble resigned frame of mind* 

24. My beloved uncle Kidd appears hastening 

apace to the solemn close, crowned with sweet 

peace. He said to-day, all would be well : he never 

i>efore had such a prospect of it.; he thought he 

• saw angels waiting to receive him. 

25. Still drawing nearer to his everlasting 
habitation. We thought him going this evening, 
but he revived again and said he was going to leave 
a troublesome world. A truth we could feelingly 
subscribe to. 
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Third Month, 1800. 

7. A time of wrestling to-day at meeting ; found 
it hard work to get my mind centred. 

9. Went to meeting under depressing sensa- 
tions on account of the increasing deviation of a be- 
loved friend 5 yet have thankfully to acknowledge, 
my faith in the divine all-sufficiency was renewed 
by tlie fresh extensions of heavenly love. 

10. As unexpected as pleasant was the compa- 
ny of dear Thomas Col ley, who came this afternoon 
and had a public meeting in the evening : in wluch 
he laboured abundantly to gather the people home 
to Christ the true foundation; inviting thera to 
buy milk and wine without money and without 
price. These words to me appeared fitly spoken, 
comparable to apples of gold in pictures of silver. 

1 1 . Accompanied Thomas Colley to Guildford, 
and attended the week-day meeting. He w^s again 
led forth to invite the strayed sheep to the true fold, 
believing there were present who had been brought 
out of Egypt ; but because of unbelief had loitered 
long in the wilderness. To these he believed the 
call was extended. Come out of the wilderness; 
thou hast compassed this mountain long enough: 
adding, «0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt ?'* A public meeting in the evening, owned 
I think by the Master of our assemblies. 

15. My revered uncle Kidd quietly depart^ 
this life about twenty minutes past teja o'clock this 
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morning. Peacefal was his close ; majr my latter 
end be Uke his. ' , 

23. Many friends came to attend the burial 
of dear uncle Kidd, so that the remains were ho-r 
nourably attended, and borne to the grave by his 
friends who had long known his worth. I thought 
the forepart of the meeting covered with solemnity. 

27. Calm and peaceful^ and I trust humbly 
thankful for unmerited blessings. 

30. My strength renewed in the all-sufficiency 
of him, under the shadow of whose wing I ever 
desire to put my trust. 

Fourth Month, 1 800. 

I. Our quarterly meeting. The meeting for 
worship an exercising time, yet owned by hinx 
who remains to be tlie crown of our religious assem* 
blies. I was enabled to get through the business 
of the meeting with some degree of satisfaction t« 
myself, and I would hope to that of my friend9« 
May I ever acknowledge with thankfulness whenqe 
my help cometh, well blowing that I can do nothing 
aright of myself, 

5 . Think I have been profitably employed. nxQ9t 
of this week as to action. I wish I could add my 
mind had been equally so ^ but fear that is not the 
case. 

I o. My feelings have been uncommonly trying 
for several days past. The Lord alone knows the 

conflict! of SI weak heart. 
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i I. Once more^ after a severe struggk, I wa^ 
enabled to surrender my will, and all that belongs 
to me, into the hands of a merciful Creator : well 
knowing that he will order all things aright and 
^entually for my good ; although at times faith m2j 
be at so low an ebb, I may not be able to see it. 

13. Repaired as to the washing-pool^ from 
which I returned sweetly re&eshed. 

15. Came to London in order to assist A. New- 
man in ntirsing her two infants who are dangerous- 
ly ill. Found them removed to Hampstead. An 
affecting scene presented, sweet delicate Mary 
stretched on her cot, little more than a corpse ; and 
Thomas almost as ill on a bed near. 

23. The sweet lambs §till living, but die phy- 
licians give no hopes of their recovery. How in- 
scrutable to us short-sighted mortals are the yrvjs 
of that wisdom which cannot err; 

30. Dear Thomas breathed his hst about half 
)Kist six o'clock this morning without a struggle. 
What a merciful release from pain and sorrow; 
^hile his darling sister is left to struggle a while 
longer ; and her sufferings are a considerable addn 
tion to the grief of their afHicted parents^ who 
IU)wever are supported to admiration* 



Fifth Month, i86a. 

8. Was at the week-day meeting at Clielmsfbrdi: 
and though I had nothing to boast of, yet have to 
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.JKiknowledge, that my mind was preserved in a de- 
gree of peaceful quiet* 

1 2. Cam.e to Stansted to the peaceful habitaticn 
1 of William Grover and mife. 

13. Attended their week-day meetings ivhidi 
proved a sweetly refreshing season to my mind. 

[Here some pagea were cut out of the original.] 

Sixth MoKTHp i9oo» 

2« Came home after attending the yearly rneet* 
; ing, which on the whole was I think eminently 
favoured With the overshadowing of heavenly lore 
and life, of which my mind was permitted at seasofls 
to partake ; though I consider myself altogether un- 
worthy such a mark of divine regard ; yet at others 
my faith was tried as ta an hair's-breadtlii and it 
seemed as^ifthemeaiy would have been pennkted to 
have destroyed every good resoluticoi. The vcives 
indeed rose hi^ but the, Lord in matchless mercy 
febuked them^ or else they had gone-over my head. 
6. A precious baptizing season in our little 
y wieek-day meeting, in which my faith was renewed 
in the all«<ufficiency of Gfxt, and my soul was 
brought into an humble acquiescence to his wilL 
8. Once more was I permitted to lean as vipon 
the breast of the Beloved of souls, and cast ill my 
cares upon him; craving preservation, and that X 
might be enabled to walk before him with a perfect 
hearts 



10. Affecting intelligence indeed that defection 
of principle hath appeared ; surely it is a time for 
lamentation. 

1 2. Much in the valley ; surely the proper aliofc- 
jnents for all concerned for the precious cause of 
truth. 

15. Think my mind was in a good degree pro^ 
fitably exercised both iiLthe morning and aftemooo. 
meetings. 

17. A degree of peaceful serenity hath beco^ 
much the covering of my mind this day ; which 
hath excitdd thankfulness«^ 

22. This day and yesterday have been seasons 
of conflict. Discouragements like a cloud have 
come over my poor mind» I think I should ha?t 
£unted had not the Lord sustained me«. 

24. More discouraging circumstances! Ad- 
yerse winds seem to blow from all quarters* May 
I be preserved in humility and patience* 

29. Favoured with near access to the Fountain 
«f light and li£e. Blessed privilege !. May I make 
suitable returns. 

30. Went to Wandsworth, under very depressed 
£eeling8| hearing some were likely to attend oar 
quarterly meeting,. who were opposed to the truths 
as it is in. Jesus. 



Seventh Month, 1800^ 
I. I could compare our sitting down to«<layat 
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Tneeting to nothing short of two armies in battle 
anrray. In great abasedness of soul did a remnant * 
approach the Lord, heseeching that he would arise 
for the sake of his oppressed seed, and surely I 
thought he fought for us ; and marvellous it was • 
in the eyes of some of us, who rendered the praise 
where it was alone due. 

10. The last few days rather unsettled, having 
teen in daily expectation of going from home, and ' 
^R often dbappofaited, yet the better part not wholly 
neglected, I trust. 

1 1 . My spiritual strength and confidence re- 
rt5wed to-day in our little silent gathering. How 
often do I lament that so few come up to these 
solemn feasts, for \^ant of a right exercise of mind 
and attention to the gift within themselves. Came 
to Alton. 

13, Dear Elizabeth Coggeshall and Abigail Pirn 
came; A degree' of divine favour attended both ' 
meetings ; though the evening meeting was heavy' 
towards the conckision. 

19. My mind sweetly consoled, in the belief 
that it has of late been a time of increasing watch-: 
fulness, and I would hope of some little growth*. 

22. Rather a laborious meeting for want of: 
united exercise of spirit. Oh ! what avails . our 
presenting our bodies, if our hearts are wandering i 
Surely God will not be mocked. Such as we sow,* 
such shall we reap : an awful cofisiderationJ May 
it excite to greater diligence. 
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27- The' enemy of all good desires was busy 
this morning at meeting, in endeavouring to draw 
my mind from its proper centre ; yet trust he did 
not gain much advantage over me. I went in the 
evening under discouragement, but it proved, con- - 
trary to my expectation, a sweetly refreshing season, ' 
feeling the dew of h?aven rest upon my branched. 
Thus bountiful is God to the workmanship of his 
hand^ ^^ ' 

30. A trying meeting, in part owing, to the 
extreme heat of the weather. I waited long without 
obtaining^ but before the meeting closed, the Lord, 
in great condescension, satisfied my soul with bit 
life-giving presence. 



Eighth Month, i8oo. 

I. A day of trial j yet I think resignation was. 
in good degree attained to : for which I was thank- 
ful, well knowing it is not at my command. 

3. Sat at Wisdom's gate, where my soul was 
secretly and sweetly instructed. 

6. Favoured with near access to that river the 
streams whereof make glad the whole heritage of 
God. Returned from meeting sweetly refreshed. 

8. A degree of sweet resignation to sumn: what- 
ever the Lord should see meet to dispense to hit 
upworthy creature, wai the covering of my spiiit 
this day« 
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. 1 7. The prayer of Agur was adopted by ma 
to-day. Both morning and evening were precious 
seasons to my waiting souL 

23. The last three days have been wholly pccu« 
pied in attending the dying bed of cousin A^nef 
Blose £of Alton], who had a long conflict; \vhich 
was affecting to our affectionate feelings : yet we 
had the consoling hope that the belter part was 
safeljf centred beyond the reach of the enemy i and 
that she was not sensible of bodily suffering. Shq 
breathed her last about four o'clock this morning, 
and her wearied spirit I doubt not is at rest. I trust 
profitably humbled under a sense of some weaL? 
nesses I fell into through unwatchfulness, 

27. Love to God and good-will to men have 
been much the disposition of my heart for several 
days past» 

Ninth Month, 1800. 

m 

4. Oh diis war&re I When will it be accom* 
|dished ? May it be faithfully maintained on . my 
iparty is my sincere deare*,. yet without^divine assists 
ance I know I am unequal, and therefore humbly 
icrave its continuance: for surely the Lord hath 
hitherto helped me, else I had long ago perished. 

lo. Met widi a trying drcurastance before I 
iwent to mee^g this morning, which so unsettled 
xny mind that i reaped but lit^ advantage from 
going. John Newton and his niece dined with us. 
He appeared a tender spirited manj which is ever 
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beautiful in old age. He gave us some interesting 
information respecting his friend Cowper; whom 
he could not mention without tears. 

r3. Came home, and found my dear relations 
well, which I esteem a favour. 

17. A large number of the labouring poor 
assembled together, to the number of one hundred, 
on account of the high price of provisions; but were 
prevailed upon to disperse without doing any mis- 
chief, as they had threatened, tt was an twfol 
season, but my mind was mercifully piresened 
calm, trusting in Him, who, \ knew, could set 
bounds to the wr^th of man. Without this un- 
shaken confidence where coiifd we flee for succour 
in the time of conflicf and trial. 

21. I studied to be quiet, and mind my own 
business, but found it hard work to keep in this 
frame of mind- 

23. Attended our monthly meeting ; a humb- 
ling season to my mind. Drank tea widi a beloved 
friend, on whose account I felt mor^ thin I can 
express. O, that he may yet be brought bacjk to 
the true fold, was and is, the ardent desire of tnj 
•ouH 

27. Felt something of a real hunger after tke 
bread of life. 

28. Was desirous of hungering and. thirsting 
patiently to-day at meeting ; believing it was not t 
season of rejoicing* 
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Tenth Month, iSoo. 

1 , Attended our quarterly meeting at Ryegate, 
vhere I trust I wa» enabled to bear my portion of 

• sufiering without nnirmuring. It was in truth a 
- low time. 

3* My spiritual strength measurably renewed. 

1 6. '^ Be still and know that I am God,'* sweetly 
' imposed my mind in the morning ; an injunction 
. I was desirous of obeying. ' . 

19. The week-day meetings Had to semembtr 

• Aiie Lord's gracious dealings with me from my 
. youth, and see howvast my debt is to the Lord. • 

. . 23 . Had to trace back some painful st^s I haVe 
taken 111 the crucifying path ; ^n^ien my: will was 
once more reduced, yea all that Wai within me 
bowed at the name of Jesus, and I had renewedly 
to feel something of adoption rest upon me : an ex- 
perience more precious tlian rubies ! 

Eleventh Month, 1800. 

2. Had to go again into the stripping-room, 
and renewedly to acknowledge that in me, as a 
creature, dwelleth no good thing. 

7* My dwelltng hath been much in the valley 
for several days past ; and at times have been fa- 
voured to feel something of the dew rest upon me, 
in this solitary situation* 

9. All unusual sadness, hath been the covering 

I ^ 
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of my mind of late. What it portends I Vnow not\ 
but have desired :to leave all to the disposal of that 
wisdom which cannot err. 

, t(K How often do I think my will slain ; and 
that I desire nothing but the wiH of God ! Yet 
again and again do I find a disposition that would 
be choosing and carving for itself. Oh, this con- 

.tinued warfare 1 When will it be accomplished, 
and my wearied spirit find rest ? 

14. Som^ little time ago, I was favoured with 
tlie sustaining belief that I was encreasing in holy 

-.stability, anctin some degree in the saving kncw- 
leilge of God ; but of late I have seemed so left id 
a. :£ense of. my. own weakness an4 insufEciencji 

• that 1 havhbee» ready to fear at rimes I should 
becdine a. prey to the derourer. 

I 6p ' A little of the hidden manna in great mercy 
dispensed to my hungry soul, in my silent waiting 
to-day at meering. 

19. More tranquil and comfortable; whicli I 
esteem an unmerited favour bestowed upon a 
v/orm . 

21- Favoured with some degree of heavenly 
conunuoion in my silent waiting to-day at meeting. ' 

.lucstiinab]e privilege ! May I ever prize it, as it 
deserves. 

'^i' My state of mind tp-day, at./neeting much 
resembled that of the poor publican. I was im** 
pressed with -SO deep a sense of my infirmities, that 
1 thought myself unworthy to hold con^munion 
>.vitli him who is perfect purity, . ., ,. 
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• 29: This week hath passed peacefully away, 
and I would hope not wholly unimproved. 



Twelfth Month, 1800. 

2. Our monthly meeting, a day of exercise 
and mourning to me^ from the increasing deviation 
of some, from whom we had hoped better things. 
' 5* Was enabled to discharge my duty as an 
onrerseer, though in a cross to my own will. 

1 2. Sat in a good degree of nothingness to-day 
^at meeting. 

14. Was favoured with an extraordinary de- 
^ee of divine favour, in my silent waiting this 
morning. Methought it somewhat resembled the 
naorning stars singing together for joy. I thought 
before I left the meeting, it was preparatory to 
80me /resh trial, and so it proved ; for soon after 
J met with a circumstance which severely wounded 
itiy best life 5 so that heaviness of heart was my 
portion the rest of the day. 

1 5. Think I have faithfully discharged my duty 
towards a beloved friend ; yet feel much tried and 
borne down with grief. 

19. Still desirous tliat my dwelling may be in 
the valley; and sometimes think how light the afflic- 
tions of time will appear, if in the end I am but 
favoured to reach the haven of rest : where all tears 
will J)e wiped away, and sighing and sorrow cease. 

20. My feelings afresh wounded. 

I2 
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Hi . My faith and confidence renewed in the all- 
sufficien^ of God. Without this divine anchor^ 
how often should I have fainted by the way. 

23. Oj that I may be enabled to walk more in 
the path of simplicity and self-renundation. 

24. A day of renewed exercise and trial of faith 
and patience. 

29. Unpleasant intelligence from various quar- 
ters. O, to keep quiet and patient under the triah 
of the ^Jay. 

30. Much depressed. And now I am come 
another year nearer the end of this probationary 
state : which feels rather pleasant, having little to 
expect in this life but a snccessioil of trial, every 
pleasant picture beiilg stained in view, doubtlest 
for wise and good purposes. O, that the Lord 
who hath hitherto been my helper, my sun and my 
ilhield, my be still pleased to preserve me in a state 
of humble daily dependance upon him, resigning 
all into his holy hand. 



First Month, 1801. 

1 . Pelt more tranquil and calm than for several 
days past. 

2. Think I missed my way to-day, which was 
a source of humiliation. O, to be enabled to make 
straight steps to my feet. 

6. Attended the quarterly-meeting at £sher» 
We sat down a poor company, andl felt much dis- 
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couraged j yet I thought truth arose into some de- 
gree of dominion : which I esteemed an linmerited 
fi»YOur. 

1 6, This week hath mostly been devoted to 
the service of .others 5 in which 1 hope I have borne 
the crosS; with some degree of faithfulness. 

1 8. My mind much encumbered, so that I fear 
instead of being benefited by going to meeting} I 
incurred condemnation. 

24. Often am I ready to adopt the words of 
the poet} '^O*. for a lodge in some vast wilder- 
" ness/' &c. 

, 25. The petition of my heart this day has been 
that the Lord would \m pleased to cut the thread 
of my life, rather than suffer m« to live separated! 
.from him* 

30. Favoured \nth.some access to the *^ foun- 
tain opened to the house of Davldj and to the in* 
habitants of Jerusalem." Inestimable privilege I 



Second Month, 180 i* 

3. Our monthly meeting, where though I had 
to mourn over the desolation of our Zion ; yet was 
aljso favoured with a renewed evidence that my Re- 
deemer liveth : an experience more precious than 
the increase ^f corn, wine and oil. 

8. Mcthought I felt something like a renewed 
call to holiness^ and more imresexved dedication o£ 

1 3 



196 

heart, to which I desired to yield. In the afternocn 
meeting shamefully lukewarm. 

19. Jacob Bell had a meeting with us. He 
was dipped into the low state of things amopgst 
us, and led to warn the rebellious. 

«6. Much indisposed most of this week : yet 
my mind has centred far too much in earthly 
things, which at seasons has led me to mourn 
€ver my state, and crave deliverance. 

f 

Third Month, 1801. 

(Sh Though poor and w€ak; and altogether un- 
■worthy, the Lord in great condescension contrited 
my spirit before him, and sweetly refreshed 4t. 

8. Felt so stripped and destitute of good, that 
I had little more to offer than a sigh and a tear. 

13. Though I thought I went to ineeting to- 
day in a proper frame of mind, yet felt little but 
leanness and poverty. 

18. Being free from inquietudes x)f late, mjr 
mind has been uncommonly prone to centre in out- 
ward comforts ^ yet at times I have felt desirous 
of watching over myself with a godly jealousy. 

22. Was renewedly desirous of being redeemed 
from a groveling disposition ^ and that my affec- 
tions might be fixed on the alone substantial good* 

26. Felt something of that peace which the 
world can neither give nor wholly destroy j % ' 
blessing far above rubies. 
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29. Think Isat in a good degree of AOthing-r 
ness to-day at meeting. 

31. Attended our monthly meeting at Guild- 
ford, though poorly in health, in which, I think, I 
laboured according to my small measure. 



FoiTRTH Month, 1801. 



4. Our dear friends, Mary Sweat and Charity 
Coc/k^from Amdrica, came in very unexpectedly y ' 
which I esteemed a favour. 

5. A precious season in the morning, in which 
Mary Sweat, Charity Cook and Deborah Moline " 
appeared encouragingly, A public meeting in the 
evening which I thought a favoured one, the people 
uncommonly still and attentive, 

6; Accompanied our dear friends to Guildford, 
where we had a public meeting. Mary Sweat ' 
particularly addressed a tried state. 

7. Our quarteHy meeting, in which my spirit 
was contrited under a sense of my own insufficiency 
for every good word and work ; yet was enabled 
to get pretty comfortably through the business, I 
hope, to the satisfaction of my frfends. 

26. Still poorly in health, though my spiritual 
strength was measurably renewed in the morning 
niecting : the evening meeting inexpressibly trying* 

14 



■ Fifth Month, i8oi, 

3 . Was renfiwedly convinced that it would not 
do- to feed upon yesterday's msmnar^ and I desired 
not to eat the bread of idleness* 

4* Took a sweet meditative walk this evening. 

9. Turned over some of the past leaves of my 
life, and numbered part of the many blessings be- 
stowed upon me, by a merciful and bountiful Cre- 
ator. O my soul, how much owest thou i May 
this be thy frequent inquiry. 

ID. Had this mcrning renewedly to set up my 
Ebenezer, and say, '^ Hitherto hath theLord helped 
me.'* " Keep thy foot when thou goest to the 
house of God,'' was the watchwoi4 as I sat down 
inthe afternoon, but I lost ground, and ga¥e way 
to a roving disposition^ .which bioi^ht deserved 
coxidemnation and sorrow. 

12. Peaceful and tranquil. 

^5. Some renewal of my Spiritual- strengtiu: 
Came to Alton in order to set my sister at liberty 
to attend the yearly meeting. 

17. Precious heart-tendering seasons both 
morning and evenings which I esteemed an un- 
merited favour. 

20. A trying day from tndispositioa ^ but di- 
vine good was not wholly withheld at meeting. 

22. I think tht duties of this day have been 
measurably fulfilled. 

27. A snare thrown in my way this morning 
to which I too much yielded ; but humbling xpy* 
self before the Lord, whose compassion failelli opt^ 
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lie wa$ pleased to restore health to ray soul : an 
unmerited mercy indeed ! - 

;. ft2» A trying day to ray feelings ; yet laboured 
after resignation^ which I was favoured measurably 
to attain to. 

31. A trying day, from indisposition y but not 
without divine refreshment. 



\ 



Sixth Month, 1801. 



II. Daysof trial from extreme heat and debility. 

. 12. John Abbott and Samuel Rundell were at 
our week-^ay meeting : Samuel Rundell was led 
in a close line to the earth) y minded, and after* 
M^ardshad a word of encotiragepient to the mourners 
ki Zion, as had John Abbott. A public meeting in 
the evening, which I think was more satisfactory 
than such opportunities often are. 

20. " The King's daughter is all glorious within, 
her clothing is of wrought gold,** impressed my 
mind at meeting tliis morning ^ which led to an ex- 
amination to see bow far I resembled her. I fear 
there is yet much alloy, much work for the fire 
and hammer. May I stand resigned t:0 their puri- 
fying operations. 

a6. Was renewedly desirous of washing my 
hands in innocency ;, tliat so } might compass tlic 
altar of God. 

a8. The Lord Is still blessing Zion and satisfy- 
ing her poor with bread. Though this was my 
bksfied experience in the morning mei^ting I was in 

I5 
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the afternoon lukewarm, partly owing to die op- 
pressive heat of the weather. 

29. Retired pleasantly a while this, evening out 
of the encumbering things of this world, which I 
find engross too much of my precious time* 



Seventh Month, 1801. 

3. Rather a low time at meeting to-day. 
. 4. My niece was this day married. I was so 
much indisposed that I could feel little ability ipt 
any thing more^ than some aspirations for her pre- 
servation. 

9. Reached Bristol about noon : found ear 
dear relations well. 

10. Attended the week-day meeting. In the 
afternoon went to Pill to see if our dear friends-^ 
Samuel Smith and Sarah Stephenson had sailed, 
found them on shore at John Grace's. Spent a plea- 
sant evening with them. They were led in an en- 
couraging ]ine> in an opportunity after tea ; sweet- 
ly exhorting to an encreasing faithfulness and pa- 
tient enduring to the end* 

13. Their week-day meeting silent, but a season 
of sweet solace to my poor feeble mind. 

19. A trying day from indisposition. 

2 1 . Week-day meeting; dear Hannah Stephen* 
son appeared acceptably. I was too lukewarm my- 
self. Came in the afternoon to Weston. 

23. Walked for some hours on the b^ach, ad- 
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miring the majesty and beauty of the oce^n ; and 
the power and .wisdom of Him whocJr^ated ity 
setting bounds and limits to its proud waf es, say-r 
ihg, " Hitherto shalt thou come, but no furdier/' 

25. Sweet and peaceful in this humble cottagr,' 
where I see hb^ few things ar^ferfly needful*,^ * A 
sense of multiplied hlessitig^^flj^bflil^ed my spirit 
this momin£f.' ■ ' ;;;'3!>JStV*^;. :. .- 

26. Walked on the lii^cS- before breakfast. 
After it retired into a J^^'^te commune a. little 
with my own heart anti W^tHl. . 

• ay. Retired a whlFjei'liSVcould feel little ef that 
life and love which sustains and comforts the soul. 
31. Came to Bristol, attended the week-day 
meeting, which was a season of favour to my soul." 
I was consoled in the remembrance that the ser- 
vant who gained but t^'o talents to those commit- 
ted to his care uras accepted as well as he who 
had gained fiVe. 



Eighth Month, 1801. 

2. A contriting season at meeting this morning 
during the time of silence. Came to Weston in 
die afternoon. 

4. How arc the Lord's mercies renewed from 
day to day ; sustaining, consoling, and infracting 
the attentive mind ! 

8. The rest of this week spent in peaceful re- 
tirement at Weston : I hope not unimproved. 

i 6 
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10. A 4^7 to be remembered for the fresh de* 
scendingff ^f heavily. dew> and pure aspirations' 
after holiness. 

14. Renewed my spiritual strength to-day at 
meeting. What a favour ! 

18. Shamefully lukewarm at meeting this 
moQiiIng, wh^ch brought deserved condemnation. 

23. Some life attended the morning meeting; 
the evening I thought painfully 4alL 

25. Favoured with sweet access to the throne 
•f grace; where I, craved the continuance- of di- 
vine regaerd> and preservation froni even the ap- 
pearance of evil. 

30. A time of parching of l^eart ; >m4 the 
petition of ^t was that th^ Lord would be pleased 
to do my work in me and for 2ne> seeing my insuf* 
ficien^y even to regulate my thoughts aright^ Pear 
George Dillwyn ministered unto us clothed with 
best authority ; and I thought divided the word 
aright. Had a sweet little opportunity after supper 
at Ann Till Adams*. 

'31. Spent the day in sweet society : dear bro- 
ther Samuel with us. 



Ninth Month, 1801. . 

12. The rest of this week confined by a cold 
and fever; yet fear it has not been much improved. 
Attended the morning fleeting) in which my spiri- 
tual strength \i\as. sweetly renewed^ GeprgeDillwyn 
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appeared largely and acceptably, and' also Phebe 
Blakes. Phebe Blakes and Sarah Lynes dmed with ' 
OS. The latter addressed my dear motl^er in an 
extraordinary manner, and after much encourage-^ 
ment told her, that she betieved that afler the war- 
fare was compleated, she would be gathered as a 
shock of com fully ripe into the heavenly gamer* 
llien she encouraged popr me to hold on toy way;, 
l^elieving, though I was permitted to pass a» 
through the waters, the waves should not over- 
whelm me; and through the fire^ the flames should 
not kindle upon me> &c» 

1 6. The quarterly meeting [for Bristol and' 

Somet8etshiFe3- I thought it a dime of gathering. 
The wing of ancient Goodness was sensibly spread 
over viSp to the rejoicing of the spirits of some of us; ' 
dear Sarah Lynes and Phebe Blakes appeared ac- 
ceptably among us ; and were again exercised in 
the meeting for discipline, to call the youth to come 
home and build upon the alone sure foundation^ 
Christ Jesus the Rock of ages. 

1 8. Took leave of my beloved relations and 
friends ; and came to Salisbury. I was very ill the 
greater part of the day and the night following ; 
yet came on to Alton next day. 

ao. Again laid upon the bed of sickness. Have 
renewedly desired that my will may not in any wise 
oppose the Lord's will. 

25. The quarterly meetmg [for Hampshire]. 
Some degree of favour I thought attended the 
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meeting to-day. I think I felt thankful that I war 
permitted to sit with my dear friends. 

26. Returned home after an absence of three 
months. 

ap. Received the affecting intelligence of the 
removal of my sweet nephew John Waring ; yet 
think k an unspeakable con-solation that he is 
gathered with the beauty of innocency upon him. 
Attended our Monthly meeting, a Contriting season. 



Tenth Month, i8oi, 

J. A day of joy to thousands : peace being 
once more restored to this guilty land ; in addition 
to the blessing of a ptentiful harvest. It has renew- 
edly bowed my spirit before a gracious and long 
suffering God; desiring such unmerited mercy 
may not pass unacknowledged, or unimproved. 

5. Methought the dew of heaven rested upon 
me this day, which sweetly contrited my spirit' 
before a merciful God; 

10. Have desired to bear my allotted portion* 
of suffering with patience and' resignation; 

1 1 . Was desirous that my offering this morn- 
ing might not be polluted with self, bUt of the 
Lord's preparing, well knowing it is his own* 
works, which alone can acceptably praise him. 

14. Have had my time pretty fully occupied 
for several days, and my mind at times beset with 
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a temptation, from which I craved deliverance; 
at other times sweetly tranquil and resigned. 

1 8. Instructive seasons both morning and af- 
ternoon meetings, 

23. Went to meetmg with a mind encumbered 
with care and anxiety, expecting but little consoc- 
iation; yet the Lord was pleased to lift up the 
light of his countenance upon me, which encou- 
raged me to repose my all in him.: who assuredly 
is a God nigh at handj and a present help in the 
needful time* 



Eleventh Month,. 1801. 

I . My soul sweetly replenhhed with celestial 
rain, which qualified to offer the sacrifice of praise 
to an all bountiful God. 

8. Sweetly called to mind the Lord's mercies 
in visiting my poor soul, when dead in trespasses 
and in sin, saying, ^* Let there be light and there 
*• was light.'* O may the work of the new cre- 
ation go on, breathing continually glory to God, 
and good- will towards man. 

12. This week, like the foregoing, ptetty much 
occupied with an afflicted relation. 

13. Repaired this morning to the healing wa- 
ters, which I was favoured to feel flow like a stream 
to my thirsty soul. 

20. Another trying week; yet was favoured 
this morning to rise a little above these encviinber-. 
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ing things, and press through t&e crowds a|id 
touch the hem of His garm^nt^ in wh/^m is living 
virtue. 

27. Was favoured resignedly to Jean upon 
the beloved of souls, who remaiiis » CQY^ from 
the wind and the storm. 

Twelfth Month, 1801. 

3. Poorly and disquieted with trifles ; yet was 
enabled to overcome it in a good degcee. 

II. Spent most of this' week at Guildford^ Z 
trust not altogether unprofitably, feeling frequent 
aspirations after a state of purity and holiness. 

13. Was afresh dipped into close exercise oa 
account of the wanderers ; earnestly breathing for 
the restoration of such» and the ^Ivaitipn of m^mr 
kind universally. 

1 6. David Sands came to our house, and had. 
a publick meeting ip the evei)ing, which I d^ou^t 
a solemn one. .He was strengthened to preach 
Je$us, inviting the people to come to Jbimj d^ 
fountain vT liyii^g waters. 

, ig. I accomp:^iied David Sands Ko Issiagton, 
[and] dined at Wanborough. An opportunity - 
occurred in which he sweetly a44resaed. tjbe 
family. My mipd was deeply Wwed on theis . 
acfcount. 

%i^. C«w to Akftn. Attended tfce two W^et* 
ings, which I thought favoured s^sons, ^m4 ^Dayid 
Stands was Ifid %o $pe^ 49 ti^ i^tajte pf ^l^fisc 
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31. Confined from an accident) which I feacr 
[ have not sufficiently improved ; though Il>eiieve 
[the time] not idly spent, yet my thoughts have 
not been sufficiently under divine regulation, In« 
deed it has seemed, at times, as if I was left to 
myself, to show me what a very weak creature I 
am. Tet some aspirations after a better state 
have ascended at seasons. 

^ FiKST MoifTH, 1802. 

I. Our monthly meeting. The meeting for 
worship a season of deep abasement to me, thinks 
iilg myself unworthy to approach the Purest of 
Beiogs, yet sensible I was indebted to him for the 
many blessings with which I was surrounded. In 
the meeting for discipline desired kave to with- 
draw as clerk i not from a wish to be less service- 
able to society, but from a belief that dome diffidie9t 
minds should be brought forward in^p service* > 

3* Was enabled to rise above the comipt&QO lof- 
my nature and centre a while in the suprdUe good* 
Great indeed is the compassion of God towards the 
meanest of his works. O, that I was more worthy* 

4. Our quarterly meeting, a dull time. The 
meeting for worship short j and so many words, 
that my mind got hardly stayed. 

10. Trust. I was enabled this morning to wor- 
ship the Fadier of spirits with some degree of ac- 
ceptance. What a favour I 

17. The desire of my heart this day haa been , 
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that we of the middle-aged might be as way-mart* 
to the beloved youth, inviting them, in the language 
of example, " Follow us as we" are endeavouring to 
«* follow Christ." A deep sense of the depravity 
of great part of the human race affected my mind, 
and raised cries to the Father of mercies that they 
might be brought to the knowledge of himself and 
be saved. 

19. Have been turning over some of the past' 
leaves of my life; and entering afresh into the 
chambers of sorrow in my dear father's illness and 
my own, under which trials the Lord mercifully 
sustained me. A sense of his unmerited goodness^ 
to me, all my life long unto this very day> and of 
my own continued un worthiness Bas at this time^ 
bowed my spirit before him. 

31. I was mercifully enabled this morning to 
rise above the things of this life, and favoured to 
partake, according to my measure, -of the joys of 
God'n salvation. In the afternoon a sigh and a tear 
were all I had to offer ; yet believed it profitable to 
know how to want, as well as to know how to a- 
bound ; and to be renewedly convinced that the 
latter is not at our command. 



Second Month, 1802* 

2. Our monthly-meeting at Guildford, in which 
I was renewedly desirous of repairing to the* ancient 
founda^on, yet found it hard work to get to it. 
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♦ 10. The last few days much devoted to the ser-' 
vice of others, though I fear not much spiritually 
improved. 

12. I went to meeting this morning in a com- 
fortable frame of mind; but the enemy of all good 
soon caught its unwary attention, and led it into the 
fields of imagination, where it remained for some ' 
time captivated; but the good remembrancer, 
who was also near, drew it in mercy towards him- 
self, showing me my folly ; which cost me many 
tears, and in, I trust, true contrition of soul, mea- 
surably effected the work of reconciliation : I re- ' 
cord it under an humbling sense of unmerited con- 
descension, and of my own unworthiness. 

13. That the Christian life i^ a continual war- 
fare was confirmed in my experience to-day. I* 
trust it was in a good degree maintained in both 
meetings. 

18. Shook off sloth, and rose early, desiring a 
sense of the divine presence might preserve me in 
innocence, in thought, word, and deed^ through the 
day. 

20. My mind exercised on account of several : 
whom I love \ and was led to petition for them the 
blessing of preservation from every hurtful thing, 
and that they might be favoured to see and em- 
brace the things which will ensure their everlast- 
ing peace. 

2 1 . The morning meeting a precious season, the 
unction from above resting upon the minds of some 
of usj which were in a good degree gatjiered int;a- 
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the silence 4>f all flesh. A painful circuaist^jxce 
occurring before the afternoon meeting which I 
thought struck at the best life, my mind was so in- 
volved in it that I could rise but little above it. 

23# Renewedly desirgus of keeping the 'word 
of the Lord's patience, that &o I might be kept 
from the hour of temptation. 

24, Sweet and tranquil : every c^re, and un* 
profitable desire^ measurably bounded by the Umitr- 
ing power of truth. 

26. Desired to be preserved from shrinkip^ 
from the crucifying power of truths which c^a 
alone qualify for an admission into the rest that is 
undefiled. 

28. Low stripping seasohs^^ to-d^y at mee«ing> 
probably fbrwaotof a more unremitting watch; yet 
tbouglit I laboured according to piy small ability.. 

Third Mokth, 1802. 

5* Our monthly meeting, Meihought it was 
a time of wading. Can the true Israel sing when 
the seed is in captivity ? Verily nay# 

io« A dissipating day, spent much among the 
gentry, respecting a benevolent institution in hand, 
yet do not recollect but the cross-was pretty fully 
borne by me. 

1 2, ^'Ponder the path of thy feet-,*' and "let thine 
<* eyes look right pn," was the watch word torday at 
meeting. 0» that I may be enabled so tq 4p> in all 
my steppbgs^ through the vicissitudes of time.. 
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15. A circumstance occurred which called for 
the exercise of that Chrisdan meekness, which w« 
as a people profess. May we be preserved in itj 
and enabled when smitten to turn the other cheek 
also. The prayer of my heart has been, that I may 
be so preserved, and, if opportunity ofiered, return 
good for evil. 

15. My ipind much encumbered With the fore- 
going circumstance. 

16. Rose a little above it, by repairing to the 
Healer of breaches. What a mercy to have such 
a Rock to retire to from the wind and the storms! 

21. Deeply humbled under a belief that I had 
not fully acknowledged the Lord in all my ways 
as 1 ought to have done. In the afternoon think 
the watch was in a good degree maintained, being 
sincerely desirous that the days work might keep 
pace with the day. 

25. My time fully occupied in serving my 
neighbours, even to weariness. 

28. I think 'the duties of this day have been in 
a good degree performed, through divine assist- 
ance; no merit due to the creature. 



Fourth Month, 1802. 

2. Was enabled to rise above the encumbering 
things of this life : and to aspire after that commu- 
nion which is with the Father and with the Son : 
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of which I was measurably made to partake. Ador^ 
able condescension ! 

4. A time of digging this morning. In the 
afternoon could once more set up my Ebenezer, 
and say, ** Hitherto the Lord hath helped me." 
What shall I render unto him for all his bene- 
fits ? 

6. Our quarterly meeting. I thought the silent 
part of the meeting for worship measurably owned 
by the great Master of assemblies. The meeting 
for discipline was trying to my feelings. ■ ' 
Appeared, endeavouring to rouse the lukewarm, and 
encourage the youth to more faithfulness. 

13. Read some letters from those to whom I 
was once nearly united ; and who of later years 
have desertjed the precious cause of truth. My 
soul was deeply prostrated, under a humbling sense 
of the continued kindness of a merciful God, who 
hath hitherto preserved me alive amidst so much 
weakness ; and renewed desires were begotten in 
my heart for the recovery of these strayed ones. 

16. Our week-day meeting was to me a strip- 
ping time, in which I had renewedly to acknow- 
ledge that in me as a creature dwelt no good thing ; 
and that, if I did any good, the sufficiency was of 
God : in whom dwells the fullness. 

18. Think the warfare was in a good degree 

maintained to-day, nor were my feeble endeavours 

unowned by condescending Goodness; whose 

mercy is assuredly over all his works. 

22. I think the last few days have jiot beea 
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'^pent vainly, or Idly : yet perhaps they might ha?e 
been more improved. 

23. I laboured to^ay at meeting, I believed 
accor4ing to my small measure ; yet for want of 
more united exercise of spirit the work lies heavily 
on a few, who I trust are preferring Jerusalem to 
their chiefest joy. Taken suddenly ill. 

76. Had a trying night, and was very ill this 
morning. The prospect looked awful. I desired 
.ithai nothing might arise in my heart to oppose the 
Xord'« will, whether life or death: believing he 
would order all things aright^ Under this sustain- 
ing conviction I felt calm and quiet, which I 
esteemed an unmerited mercy ; towards evening 
-the symptoms were most favourable. 



Fifth Month, i8oa. 

4. My strength nearly restored. How is tlie 
debt of gratitude, increased within the last fort- 
night ! May I dwell under an humbling sense there- 
of ; deeply feeling my unworthiness, and the gra- 
cious condescension of a merciful God towards one 
of the meanest of his works. 

6. Had a letter from my precious niece— which 
gave me reason to hope that the good seed is not 
only sown, but likely to produce fruit. May the 
Lord in his wonted g00dnesS9.be pleased to pre- 
serve this tender plant from every noxious thing ; 
that it may flourish and yield tlie peaceable fruits 
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of rightqottSRe^t} which are quietness and assxnanoe 
for ever. 

12. ' This week much taken up with the. com- 
paiyr of my brother and sister^ and though truly 
pk^Aanty I was comforted to feel that nothing short 
of heavenly communion could satisfy the immortal^ 
part. 

14. Favoured with some access to the sovereign 
Good in our little silent meeting. 

19. This day the yearly meeting begam I 
thought the overshadowing wing of tliat goodness 
which is ancient and ever new was measurably 
spread over us. 

24. Again kid upon a bed of sickness ; to which 
I was pretty much confined this week. My feel^ 
ings at times almost overwhelming; at others more 
comfortable. Many kind friends came to see me, 
yet I have with shame to record that my eye was 
not su£Eiciently single to the great Physician of 
value ; but centred too much in outward comforts. 



,, Sixth Month, i8oa. 

3. Returned home, bore my journey better tfaaa 
could have been expected. , 

4* Ventured to meeting, though weak, which 
proved a contriting season to my poor mind, which 
was deeply humbled under a sense of my manifold 
deficiencies* Thomas Cash there, who paid me 
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n visit in the afternooni in which he had to hand 

forth a word of encouragement to me. 

. 8. Still weak both in body and mind ; yet some 

Aspirations after redemption from all evil hv^ at 

seasons ascended to the Fountain of all our sure 

mercies. 

12. Was favoured to-day with a renewed evi- 
dence that I am not forsaken : an experience more 
precious than rubies. 

'18. An humbling season to-day at meeting, 
^ere the language of the poor publican was 
adopted, as applicable to my state. 

23. Sadness was much the covering of my mind 
to-day from several causes, one of which was the 
account of dear Sarah Stephenson's removal from 
works to rewards, while engaged on a family-visit 
in Philadelphia. Yet believe there is no cause to 
sorrow on her account, but much need to look to 
our own standing, that we may also die the death 
of the righteous. 0> that my latter end may be 
like unto hers, full of sweet peace. 

25. Discharged my duty as an overseer to the 
best of my ability ; in other respects weak enough. 

26. Returned from meeting this morning as 
from a washing-pool, sweetened and refreshed ; 
but not watchful enough in the afternoon. 

28. Am rencwedly convinced that the way to 
tlie kingdom is straight and narrow indeed. O 
that I may be enabled to walk therein with unerring 
feet I but, alas I few, I believe, are so weak, and 
prone to .what is wrong. 

K 
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29. Temptations of various kinds have beset 
my path of late, to which I have too much, far too 
muchi yielded at times; at others, measurably 
resisted, and craved deliverance from them. 



•N 



Seventh Month, 1802. 

2. Afresh assaulted by the enemy of all good^ 
who sought to lay waste every heavenly desire ; but 
in matchless love and coodescension, the Lord once 
more enabled me to set up -my Ebene^er, and say, 
" Hitherto hast thou helped ine," 

5. Our quarterly meeting. I tliought a good 
degree of solemnity was over tlie meeting, particu«> 
larly the fore part of it. The meeting for discipline 
was trying to my feelings, yet dear Sarah Hack 
was strengthened to kneel down and supplicate the 
Lord to carry forward his own work* 

I Ok Wrestled, as in the night season, and 
obtained but little: the afternoon meeting more 
lively. 

13, Felt something of the refreshing dew rest 
upon my poor wearied mind. 

1 7. Had renewedly to number my blessings^ 
and acknowledge they were, far, very far, beyond 
my deserts. In the afterpopn gave way unprofit- 
ably to a roving disposition, iqx which I w^ 
favoured to feel a degree of true contrition. 

2 J. TU^. last few days much devoted to the 
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•ervice bf th6 poor, and I think I have been, preserved 
in a good degree of watchfulness. 
.' 22. Shamefully luke-warm at meeting, which 
produced some conflict and sorrow towards the close 
of it. Missed my way in the evening. 

23. Much in the valley, fearing I should one 
day fall a prey to my potent enemy. 

24. Some renewal of spiritual strength to-day : 
a favour I esteemed myself unworthy of. May it 
excite to a moie faithful walking before the Father 
q[ mercies. 

27. That the Lord is rich in mercy, and plen- 
teous in redemption, I firmly believe. May it 
deepen my gratitude, and make me careful net to 
offend him ; yet I am daily made sensible that I 
cannot take one step aright in the heavenly race 
vrkhout his divine aid ; for assuredly it is his own 
works alone that can prlise him acceptably : nothing 
that we can do as creatures. 



Eighth Month, iSdi. 

4. My spirit contrited under a grateful sense of " 
present, as well as past, multiplied blessings be- 
•towed upon me by a merciful Creator. 

1 1 . How weak, and inconstant is the humaa 
heart ! One day I think I am preferring Jerusalem 
to my chiefest joy j and that the enemies of my 
own house are measurably slain ; then I find that I 
am again taken captive by them, that they are not 
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only alive but powerful. Again I seek deliverance 
from them, and again they allure my unwary fee^ 
yet the warfare is still, through divine assistance, in 
some degree maintained. This hath been much 
the state of my mind the last few days. May my 
eye be single to the Lord, who can alone giTe 
victory. 

15* The morning meeting I thought not very 
lively : the afternoon, contrary to expectation, pnh 
ved a precious season, wherein divine instmctioi 
was vouchsafed to my waiting soul. May this re- 
newed and unmerited favour excite to a more cir- 
cumspect walking and unreserved dedication of 
heart. 

1$. Think I have stepped along the last three 
days with a good degree of watchfulness. 

19. Dear Mary Sweetapple removedj after a 
few days illness : a lovely flower early transplanted 
to a better country, where I trust she will bloom to 
eternity. 

20. ^^ Make clean the inside of the cnp and the 
** platter," was what impressed my mind soonafttf 
my sitting down in meeting, and earnestly did I 
desire it might be the case ; and the petition of mf 
heart was that the Lord would be pleased to raiew 
his heavenly image in my soul, until there was an 
entire conformity. 

24. Renewedly desirous of having my goings 
established and my feet fixed on the immovesble 
Rock of ages. 

29. The morning meeting I thought rfttber 
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lull. In the afternoon missed my way, which' 
mxiuced deep contrition. I was favoured in the 
jvening meeting to feel something of the healing 
Rrater dispensed to my poor soul. 

30. On a retrospection of this day fear it has 
passed away wholly unimproved : to my shame I 
record it. 

31. Have endeavoured to keep my mind more 
On the watch : which I have been favoured with 
lome ability to perform. 



Ninth Momth> i8o2« 

2. Had to lay aside all self-sufficiency: in. 
vhich lowly state the Lord waa pleased to own 
me with the overshadowing of his life-giving pre- 
sence. Unmerited mercy ! 

6. Gave way unprofitably to a roving mind 
this morning ; afterwards endeavoured to keep it 
ipore stayed. 

7. The bent of my mind this day has been in 
afc good degree towards the Sovereign good. 

8. The morning not spent profitably : in the 
afternoon felt something of a real hunger after the 
bread of life. 

9. A precious heart-tendering season in the 
silent week-day meeting. There is no want of 
words where the best of ministers presides. 

15. The monthly meeting at Uxbridge, a 
precious^ favoured season! I thought Sarah 
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Lamley favoured with near access to the throne of 
grace. 

19. Renewed aspirations after perfect purity. 

23. Received the affecting tidings of the 
removal of Elizabeth Heath. It seemed like 2 
renewed call, ** Be ye also ready*'* 

25. A season of sweet solace in otir little 
silent gathering. Oh, that any should be slighting 
so precious a privilege ! 

26. Instructive seasons, both morning and 
afternoon, to my waiting soul. Thomas and 
Elizabeth Ashby appeared acceptably in the 
morning, and the latter also in supplicatioiu 
Spent the evening at Robert Moline's. A 
sweet opportunity after tea, in which ThonSas 
Ashby had tO encourage a state present to faith* 
fulness. 

28. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, which 
I thought measurably owned by the great Master 
of our assemblies. After dinner Thomas Ashby 
sweetly addressed John and Mary Sweetap^, 
recurring to their late loss,* and expresdng bis 
desire for their advancement in the path of 
religious usefulness. 



Tenth Month, 1802. 

I. Enabled to wrestle a little for the blessings 
which in great mercy was not withheld. 

* Sec I9tli of Zlghth Month. 
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5. Our quarterly meeting, which proved atr 
exercising time to my feelings. Agaih chosen- 
for clerk ^ nor could I get at that state of quiet 
my soul earnestly desired and breathed after ► 
It was perhaps permitted-for my humiliation. 

8. Some renewal of my faith and confidence 
in the diyirie All-sufficiency, in our little gathering. 

• 10. Methought I was brought to-day as to 
the measuring line, and shown my deficiencies ; 
lArhich humbled and contrited my spint before the 
Father of mercies. • '' •• -^ 

II. Though a busy day, found a lit-tle leisure 
to retire out of the cumbers, and feel after that 
power which can alone preserve from falling. 

* I5»- My feelings somewhat tried, under which 
I was preserved in a good degr<ge of quiet* 

17. Found it hard work to get at the spring* 
this moming> and 1 believed it was for want of a 
more united exercise of spirit ; yet the blessing* 
was not wholly withheld. 

21* The cloud appeared to me to test uponi 
the tabernacle, so that there deemed butUittle 
abiKly to move forward 5 yet was favoured with* 
some degree of quitt. 

24* Much beset wifll'* weakness and tempta-** 
tion ; yet was favoured to ris^ for a while above 
it,' and repair to the Healer of breaches.'- ■- 

31. Went to Guildford to meet -frtf friantf 
David Sands. Attended* the afternoon .«iii«dng^ 
in which he had a word of cncouragement^.tcrrhan* 
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to the mourners in Zion. A public meeting in 
the evening to good satisfaction* 



Eleventh Month, 1802. 

5. Attended our monthly meeting. David 
Sands appeared largely in testimony, was close to 
the lukewarm, but encouraging to the sincere 
hearted. Spent the day at brother Kidd'sr 
David had an opportunity in the evening with the 
young folks, and was drawn forth excellently in 
supplication. 

7. Accompanied David Sands to Issington, 
h^d a sitting in the family in the erening. Fird- 
day came to Alton, attended both meetings, and 
had a sweet opportunity in the family in the 
evening, in which the young folks were tenderly 
addressed, with which they seemed affected. 

8. Went to Issington in the afternoon, a 
public meeting, being appointed in the evening. 
About two hundred people attended from the 
neighbouring villages, who appeared well satis- 
fied, and some affected with David Sand's doc- 
trine. I thought him r^fmarkably clear and fa« 
voured in testimony. 

9. Returned to Alton : another public meet* 
in the evenii^, in which David Sands was led to 
explain the nature of the gospel dispensation and 
UueJninistry. 
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13. We parted from our beloved friend in 
near affection; my dear mother and self re- 
turning home, David Sands intending for Basing- 
stoke. 

14, Was thankful to feel that the dew of 
heaven was not withheld; notwithstanding my 
mind had been too much outward and centering 

:in worldly comforts. May it excite to more vigi- 
lance and circumspection. 

18. Much of a Martha this week, having 
many things to attend to, and my mind unproii- 
tably outward. 

21. A day of some conflict of spirit, and deep 
humiliation. 

23. Sat a while at Wisdom's gate, when 
the petition of my heart was, that the Lord would 
deign to be my portion, and the God of Israel the 
lot of my inheritance for ever ; and then let come 
what will come, all will be welU 

25, Think I may venture to say this day has 
been well spent as to action ; but my poor mind 
has seemed left a prey to its own weakness and 
frailty, so as to be almost overwhelmed. 
' 26. Notwithstanding I sat down at meeting, 
and seemed a while stripped of all good; yer, 
after some struggling, was enabled to sing a little 
of mercy and judgment. What a favour ! 

a8. Through divine assistance the warfare was 
in good degree maintained this morning ; though 
not without considerable conflict. In the after- 
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noon and evening too unwatchfal, which brought 
the deserved punishment of sadness of heart. 

29. Methinks my dwelling has been much in 
the valley where I desire to continue: believing 
my safety consists in a state 6i humble watch- 
fulness. 



Twelfth Month, 1802. 
t 

3. My hope and confidence in she Lord 
sweetly renewed, in my silent waiting this mom-' 
ing at meeting : for which favour I deires to bless, 
his holy name. 

5. Notwithstanding some weakness and be- 
setment, was favoured to rise for a wJiile above it, 
and approacli Him who is the health of my coun-' 
tenance, and my God. 

8. Gave way to the suggestions of my cruel* 
enemy, which brought deserved condemnation i , 
and, like poor Peter, I wept bitterly. May I, like 
him, be favoured to witness perfect reconciliation 
and forgiveness. 

12. Renewedly convinced from a degree of 
blessed experience, that there is still " Balm in 
** Gilead," and *' a Physician there," willing to' 
heal the wolmds made by sin and transgression. 
How lamentable so few should avail themselves 
of so precious a privilege ! 

13. A day not wholly unimproved, as I have' 
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been enabled 4o afford some relief to my fellow- 
creatures ; and think my mind hath been measii-; 
rably bounded by the preserving fear of the Lord, ' 
What a favour ! 

17. My poor mind sweetly refreshed to-day, 
at our little silent meeting. 

19. My mind so beset with perplexing cit^cum- 
stances, that 1 reaped but little benefit by gcSng 
to meeting; though I made some efforts to press 
thrdugh the crowd ; yet a si^h and a tear were 
the- poor offerings I had to make. ^ 

24. Have spent this week with my friend 
Sarah Birkbeck (of Guildford) who is ill, and re- 
quired -my attention ; and though a consciousness 
of some weaknesses is my companion ; yet- trust 
I have hot incurred much condemnation: 

"30. Have had my mind encumbered this week 
with many things 5 yet trust have not lost sight of 
the better part. • 

31. A refreshing season at meetin^^ in which 
my hopes and confidence were sweetly renewed iii' 
the Lord. Thus ends another year of my pifgVi- 
mage. That I may so run the remainder of it, 
as to obtain, in the end, the answer of well done, 
is the petition of a heart humbled under a sensie of 
its manifold infirmities. 

e 

First Month, 1803. .^ 

J . I rose this morning Yrlth leueyi^^ ^«i\\^. 
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after holiness, hoping to have a good day; but, 
alas! I found the tempter near spreading his 
baits, to catch the feet of my unwary mind : in 
which he too well succeeded, so that sorrow and 
self-abasement were justly my portion. 

3. Went to Horsham, in order to attend the 
quarterly meeting. * We went through some 
deep water without injury, which some of us 
esteemed a favour. 

4* I sat down at meeting this morning, under 
an humbling sense of my own unworthiness ; yet 
liie grett Shepherd of Israel, in his wonted good- 
ness, was pleased to overshadow the minds of some 
of us with his life-giving presence : an unmerited 
mercy. 

5 and 6. Days of humiliation, having missed 
my way. 

9, Once more was the royal scepter in great 
mercy extended to a poor penitent. What return, 
O my soul, canst thou make unto the Lord for 
all his benefits ? 

12. Trust I have stepped along the last few 
days, with some degree of watchfulness and 
safety. 

14. I desired not to eat the bread of idleness 
to-day at meeting ; and think I laboured according 
^ to ability received ; which was not in vain, my soul 
being sweetly replenished. 

16. My soul bowed under a sense of multi- 

* Two of die monthly meetm^ of Surrf were at that time 
jdintd to ihe quarterly meetm^ oi Sumeiu 



plied bleatings, both ancient and new, and the poor 
tetum I had to mak« to an all-bountiful Creator. 
In the afternoon had a fresh combat with my 
spiritual enemies. 

17. Renewedly desirous of walking uprightly 
in the heavenly image in which jman was at first 
created. 

^^^23. A day of conflict of spirit, in which the 
enemy prevailed for a season ; yet think he was 
silenced and put to flight,, through divine assist* 
ance. 

27. I think thus far of the week hath been 
literally spent in chie service of my neighbours ; 
yet I trust the better part hath not been wholly 
neglected. 

29. Somewhat comforted with the belief, on a 
retrospect, that the day's work is in some measure 
keeping pace with the day. 



Second MomtHj 1803. 

I. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, in 
which I was according to my measure dipped into 
' die low state of things among us ^ so that heavi- 
ness of heart was my portion. 

4. By giving .way to a roving disposition on 

first sitting down at meeting, my way became so 

. hedged up, that I could not discern a path ; but, 

after struggling a whUe, I was enabled to press 
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through the crowd of difficulties, and approadi 
Him who is tlie health of my countenance, and my 
God. 

6. I fear my concern to-day, though not un- 
profitable in itself, was beside the proper busi- 
ness. 

9* Some renewal of my spiritual strength, 
and confidence in the divine A 11 -sufficiency, this 
morning. 

■ it. A precious contritirrg season at our little 
•ilent meeting to-day. 

r2. When led to see the evil propensities bf 
my heart, I am at tinies ready to compare myself 
to poor Mary^ of old; out of whom our Saviour 
cast seven devils, and having had much forgiven,* 
am I trust sincerely desirous of imitating her in 
my love towards him. 

1 8. My spirit sweetly cdnttited on readmg' 
some account of the close of dear Samuel Emlen 
£of Philadelphia]^ which raised renewed desires 
that I might live the life, and so be prepared to 
die the death of the righteous. 

^4.. The last few days much taken up with 
company ; yet I trust not altogether unprofi- 
tably so. 

25. Repaired as to the measuring tine, where 
I desired to be made sensible of my deficiencies, 
and enabled to bear every refining operation neces- 
sary for my Complete sarctification. 

27. My spirit sweetly centered in the morning; ' 
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in the afternoon too un watchful, O, when will 
my mind resemble the garden enclosed, every' 
hurtful thing shut out. 



Thikd Month, 1803. 

2. The last few days have passed sertnely 
ftway ; and the watch I trust hath been in a good 
degree maintained; yet I know that I stand in^ 
jeopatdy every hour, having an unwearied enemy, 
who is oft seeking to lay waste every good desire. ' 

4. Goodness and mercy are still following me. 
What return, O my soul, canst thou make for such 
unmerited favours? Mayst thou endeavour to 
walk in humility and fear, all the days of thy life. ' 

9. The last few days have been busily spent, ' 
as to action : but my mind hath wandered often 
unprofitably ; which at seasons hath been cause of 
mourning and heaviness of heart. 

II. I sat down* at meeting, I think I may ven- 
ture to say, in self-*abasedness, arid I was shown 
that if I kept nearer that power which can alone 
give the victory, I should not so often have found 
my spiritual enemies prevail against me 5 and the 
petition of my heart was for more stability, and 
that the woful portion of the hypocrite might' 
never be mine. The morning meeting measurably 
favoured with the overshadowings of heavenly love 
and life, in great mercy extended to the seeking. 
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waiting soul. A few of this number, I truat^ 
were thus gathered. 

16. Somewhat like a renewal of covenant 
this morning. Oh, how ardently did I desire, 
diat I might henceforward walk with unerring 
steps, in the path of humility and self-denial : 
counting every inferior object but as dross 
and dungy so that I might win Christ ; but alas I 
when I consider my frailty and proneness to self-- 
indulgence, I have much reason to fear that I shall 
yet have to mourn many mis-steppings in my pil- 
grimage. 

19. A day of some vexation, which I fear I 
did not bear with sufficient meekness. 

20. My soul afresh bowed before the Father 
of mercies, craving the continuance of his pre- 
serving power and care over me. 

27. Think I was enabled to cease from mj 
own imaginations, and in a good degree favoured 
with true silence, in my sittings to-day at 
meeting. 

30. My time has been this week much devo- 
-ted to the sick and poor, being surrounded with 
sickness ; * but our family is at present in health, 
which calls for gratitude : as well as the many 
other blessings showered upon us, and of which I 
trust we are not insensible. 

* Influenza; probably. 
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Fourth Month, 1803. 

3. A sweetly refreshing season to my poor 
mind at meeting, this morning, 

5. Our quarterly meeting at Brighton. The 
meeting for worship not very lively to my feelings; 
the business was got through more satisfstctorily 
than sometimes. 

8. This day I have passed through a most dis- 
tressing scene, dear Mary Holland^ a few hours 
^fter her infant was bom, was removed by deaths ^ 
Never while memory remains, shall I forget^ at 
seasons, this a£Rscting scene. It seemed alniQst 
too much for nature to support, unassisted by 
Divine Power. But, Oh I I trust she was in a* 
^undant mercy received where pain and sorrow 
will never more annoy her. 

10. Weak and languid from mf late exertion ; 
but was favoured in my silent sitting to feel some- 
thing of the healing waters, dispensed, to my pfor 
drooping mind. 

13. Still occupied in visiting the abodes o£ 
sickness and sorrow \ yet feel my strength in some 
measure re(:ruited, through mercy. 

17. A preciously favoured season, in our little 
silent meeting this morning. 

20. Much taken up with company ; yet mj 
mind hath at some seasons aspiy^ after the atput- 



Source of good, at others hath been too much 
scattered. 

22. A day to be long remembered by me, 'I 
trust, for the fresh descending^ of'{i6&venly dew ( 
O, that I may be enabled to walk worthy such 
unmerited favours. ' 

24. My mind renew^ly in$fTuet^4 in my. silent 
waiting to-day at meeting, .'Hoiwr much is it to be 
Ijamented, that any should be lighting so great a 
privilege ! 

27. Still busied about many things j though t 
consciousnesi^ of many attendant weaknesses is my 
prescfit companion ; yet I trust I am in some degree 
pursuing the one thing needful. O, that it was. 
m^ith more ardency of spirit, my constant aim* 
-30, A fresh scene of trial and affliction .opened 
i^n us, may it be sanctified to us and those more 
immediately concerned. 
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Fifth Month> 1803. 
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- Ik \ Graciously, permitted to lean upon the 
Beloved of souls, in my silent sittings before him' 
tO-^ay. ' 

..L^.. Wat shamefully tihrow|i .off. my guard for 
want of a more close attention to my. unerring. 
Qnide, Self abasement is justly my portion this 
day. 

y;6. .Fayoured with some beams of idiYine conso- 
Ulwlii J4]myiotfriy'siui»g this day.; . 



8. Travailed, according to my measure, for the- 
dead, that they might be favoured to hear the 
voice of the Son of God and live. 

II. Have been confined this week with a sore 
throat, but have been gently dealt with and tenderly 
nursed by my kind friends ; and, above all, been 
favoured «t seasons to feel the Comforter near. 
Mayst thou deeply ponder, O my soul, kow much 
thou owest to so merciful a God, and walk worthy 
•uch unmerited privileges. 

17. Came to Walworth in order to attend the 
yearly meeting, after a pretty agreeable journey, 
and under a grateful setiie of palt as well as present 
favours. 

26. A sitting of the yearly meeting in tht- 
aftemooB, where to my great surprize, Mary Bevan 
proposed my name to the meeting as one of the 
committee to visit Ffampshire and Dorsetshire. It'^ 
bowed me eii;ceedingly, believing my^df by Ho^ 
means qualified for such an important service j but 
after pleading my disqualification, and desiring ihy 
name to be withdratrn, I submitted to the judg*" 
ment of the meeting : in fear, I think I may say. 

. 27. • Feel more tranquil, am favoured wi^ .a* 
degree of acquiescence, accompanied with the hope 
that this dispensation may prove profitable to hiy* 
self; although I tmy not afford strength to my 
companions. 

30. Accompanied my kind friends William and^ 
Isabd Grover to Stansted. 1- he next day attended 
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their monthly meeting ; the forepart of which 
was exercising to me, but afterwards proved a 
etrengthenmg season. 



Sixth Month^ 1803. 

2* A day of heaviness of heart* 

3* Tranquil and resigned. 

5* Favoured to repair to the quiet habitation, 
where my spiritual strength was renewed. 

6. Went to Colchester^ in order to attend the 
quarterly meeting for Essex : a large gathering to* 
day, and a considerable number of solid friends. 
I. think it was an eminently favoured season. 

8. Staid over the week-day meeting, in which 
dear Elizabeth Gibson and Mary Alexander, &c. 
laboured abundantly in gospel love, to gather the 
outcasts in our Israel. It was a season that I trust 
will not soon be forgotten by some present. 

II. Left my dear and valued friends at Stan- 
sted, and the next day was at meeting at Hertford. 
I thought from my feelings that my spring of life 
lay low i and that all present were n«t sufficiently 
cpgsiged to dig for its arising. 

14. Too inattentive to my best interest, and so 
suffered loss. Came to town, met with affecting 
tictings, which with a sense of my mis-steppings 
caused deservedly heaviness of heart. 

Iff Went to Gracegh|2rch-s(reet meeting^ ia 



iK^hich) though rather a low time, I thought my 
soul was bowed under a sense of pastj as well as 
present mercies. 

20. Came home and found my dear friends 
generally well^ which I hope I esteemed a favout. 

21. Fresh trials and perplexities attend; yet I 
think I have in a good degree kissed the hand that 
has permitted them. Is it not better to partake in 
the afflictions of Joseph than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season ? May I ever prefef it. 

26. Renewedly desirous of having my feet 
directed in the path of self-denial, and of being 
enabled to take up my cross daily and follow i, 
crucified Saviour. 

29. Trust I have moved along the last few days 
with a good degree of circumspection and lowliness 
of heart. 

Seventh Month, 1803. 

I. My mind much bowed down with renewed 
trials and exercises. O, that patience may have its 
perfect work. 

4. Came to Ryegate in order to attend the 
quarterly meeting. Here we met with dear 
Deborah Darby, Rebecca Byrd, Elizabeth Hoy- 
land, and Martha Smith, who were truly welcome 
to some of us. The meeting for worship a 
favoured season ; the latter meeting was very trying 
to my feelings; but, as Rebecca Byrd had to testify. 
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.we are not to live- by bread alone^ but by -erery 
word that proceede th put of the mouth of God ;- and' 
if the various trials that are permitted do but tend 
to the great work of sanctiEcation, it will be all 
well in the end: which is what I at this time covet 
beyond riches and length of days. . 

lo. Was, desirous this morning at meetings that 
not an offensive thought might arise in my h^art ; 
and think I was preserved in a good degree of 
watchfulness. 

12. Think the bent of my desires the last two 
days has been much heavenward. May it con- 
tinue so, is my earnest desire. This morning have 
' performed my duty as an overseer, according to 
ability received. 

15. Have been renewedly convinced that every 
vessel in the Lord's house mi^st have the inscrip- 
tion of "holiness" upon it; and the desir^ of my 
heart hath been that I may be fitted to bear this 
divine impression ; . though only as a door-keeper, 
or one of the meanest servants employed therein. 

2©. Pretty fully occupied with company, &c. 
but I trust not wholly to the neglect of the one 
.thing needful. 

23. Endeavoured to shake off every encum- 
bering thing, and repair to the Source of true help; 
nor was my feeble effort altogether unblessed. 

• 27. .Retired a while in order to commune with 
my own heart and be still : but met with frequent 
interruptions. 

29. Went to meeting with the hope of meeting 
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i¥ith the Beloved of souls; when methought the 
ienemy pursued me to the very horns of the altar; 
jet b^ing mercifully enabled) in a good degree, to 
keep my hold^ I trust he gained but little advantage 
fover me. . 



Eighth Month, 1803, 

4. Though perhaps not so watchful as Is right, 
yet I feel but little condemnation inr looking over 
the last ;few days. 

^ 5. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, where 
though discouragf^ents abpund, was thankful that 
a little strength was given to support the discipline. 

9« Some degree of hunger and thirst after 
righteousness! What a favour, believing it is of thj? 
Lord's creating : nothing of the creature. 

12. Sarah Bleckley and. Hannah Evens were a-t 
our meeting and appeared acceptably: as the former 
did in a sitting in the evening, and both of them 
next morning before we parted. 

14. A laborious meeting this morning, in which 
I was enabled to maintain the warfare, and was 
crowned with some degree of victory. What a;i 
unspeakable favour. 

18. Was off my guard on my first sitting down 
at meeting to-day, and got busied beside my proper 
business, which made it hard work to get centered, 
which I was favoured to do for a short time. 

%Q. An awakening call this morning in the 
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iudden removal of John Sweetappki who has left 
an afflicted wife and eight children, to deplpve. his 
loss. How inscrutable are the ways of Providepoe 
to US| shortsighted mortals. 

22. Was renewedly desirous of redeeming mj 
time, because evil does indeed aboutld. 

23. Spent the day with the afflicted family at 
Catshall, to whom I trust the Lord wall fulfil his 
gracious promise, of bebg an husband to the 
widow^ and a fathi^r to the fatherless. 

15. Felt a iittle portion of that peace, which 
passeth the natural understanding, rest u{>on my 
^oor mind : and renewed desires were raisedy that 
in my approaching journey, I lAight be preserved 
jfrom doing my own will \ that if I am not enabled 
to do any thing to advance the cause of truth, I 
may do nothing against it. 

30. Consciousness of attendant weakness is 
my present companion. 



Ninth Month, 1803. 

2. Left home under depressing sensations, from 
various causes, so stripped of good, that I could 
scarcely breathe for preservation, though convinced 
that I stood in abundant need of it. Slept that 
night at Wanborough 5 and after some difficulty 
proceeded to Salisbury, at which place we were 
favoured to arrive in safety, though much fatigued 
and exhausted : yet a degree of peaceful seroiiity 
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was vouchsafed. The next day attended both 

liieetings, and was painfnlly struck with the Idbse 

imnner of their gathering. Het^ my renewed 

petition was that I might b^ preserved in humility 

itnd singleness of heart, as well as fromr doing my 

own will in the impending visit ; but simply attend 

to the portion of labour assigned, though it might 

be only to suffer in secret. 

' N. B. The interval between the last date atfd 

the succeeding was employed in the visit, by 

appointment of the yearly meedng, to the 

quarterly meetings of Dorsetsfaireand Haikip- 

shire. 

•25. Returned home. Ifcellanguids yWrltnist 

I am not .unmindful of the many blessings with 

v#hich I am surrounded. 

27. This week hath mostly be^ ^j^t in atten- 
tion to my dear niece H — , who has been alarmingly 
ill, yet I have at seasons felt the gdcd Hand near 
to preserve and sustain my mind^ in i degree of 
peaceful serenity. 

2. Again favoured to retire to flie Rock of my 
strength, where my thirsty soul was replenished. 

4* Our quarterly meeting at Horsham. Several 
strangers present, yet methought life did not dSrise 
into much dcmunion. 

9. I thought the monuRg meeting a favoured 
lauoth Jfoba Ktoceyappeued acciptaUf* Hie 

L 
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^ernoon a trying one. From some cause or 
:X^%T there evidently felt an obstruction to iba . 
^circulation of JUife. 

12. Fulfilled an ^^pointment of the montblp 
^meeting in visiting a delinquent ; who mani* • 
fested much jtenderness, and a true sense of the 
Jkindness of friends* 

14. Think I sat in a good degree of true silence 
to-day at meeting, in which I was X3wned by the 
Father and Fountain of all our sure merf ies» 

21. Found x)n my sitting Jown to-day at 
meeting that it would not do to feed upon the . 
manna of yesterday; but that it must be renewedly 
waited- for^ and I was favoured with a little pordoo 
4>f it. ., 

23. Had afresh to call to mind ihe ^raciou&i 
4eaUngs of ,the Xiord with me irom mj youth up 
•to -this .very day. 

24. " I will set the Lord always Jbefore me," 
<«aid Pavi4 > ai^d th^ desire of my heart hath been, 
that I may always consider mjself asin his presence* 
^nd JO fear to offend him in thought, word, or 
^eed. 

30. Both morning and afternoon meetings 
reasons of conflict to my poor mind; yet trust the 
,^nemy did hot gain ipu.ch ascendancy over me> 



Eleventh Month, 1803* 
z* The two last .days my ^dwelling hath been 
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nuich ill th6 valley. I was favoured to-day in my • 
sifent minting with somethiog of that heavenly union 
and communion which is with the Father and inHith 
the Son. Inestimable privilege ! May my future 
stoppings evince that I retain a deep ^ sense of its 
iralue. 

5* Set off in company with Richard Reynolds 
For Bristol. Reached Melksham first-day morning. 
The meeting in the morning, held in silencej proved - 
an instructive season to my waitixig SfniL 

7* Xteft itiy kind firiends at ChapeUNap) and 
reached Bristol in the evening, where I found my 
beloved relations in usual .health, which I hope to * 
esteem a favour. Dear Hannah Stephenson, who 
k.4it present an inmate in my brother's family, 
was also better than expected. 

-¥o. Some friends dining here, dear H» S. 
appeared in a lively testimony after dinneri pres- 
sing to faithfulness, and testifying from her own 
eiiperience, that the Lord was a- rich re warder of 
aU those that diligently seek him. 

.13. I trust tliie warfare was measurably main- 
tained, though in much weakness. I thought the 
mlsetings painfully laborious, especially that in the 
evening. A precious. opportunity occurred in the 
afternoon in the family, in which H. S. sweetly 
addressed pirents and children. 

14. Off my guard, which brought with it a 
degree of self-condemnation. 

15. Repaired to the wasfaing-pool, from which 
[ Ktumed re&eibed. Having oompaoyi dear H. S, 
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addressitd a young woman, sweetly inviting her to 
bend her neck to the yoke of Christ, and then it 
would be made easy, and what is callied his burthen 
would be light indeed to the subjected wilh 

1 8. Although I sat down at meeting this 
morning encompassed with infirmity 5 yet en- 
deavouring to dig deep, through divine assistance, 
I was enabled to approach the Throne of Grace, 
and to put up my petition for continued preserva- 
tion from every hurtful thing. , 

ar. Was fearful that Iwsw not deep enough 
iir nry spirit, but moved itoo much on the surface; 
therefore desired- that I might increase in er^ry 
Christian virtue, and that my heart might be for- 
ti^ed with divine grace to resist the assnults of an 
unwearied enemy. ' 

24. Dear Haniiah Stephenson had a swret 
opportunity as we sat round her bed this even* 
ing, which refreshed our spirits. 

25. " Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that' the 
** fire may devour thy cedars," impressed my mind 
soon after I sat down at meeting this morning; 
and the desire of my heart was, that the fire of 4he 
L^d, which is his power, might indeed enter, and 
destroy every thing that is offensive to his pu- 
rity. ^ -^ 

27. Trust the duties of this day have been 
measurably fulfilled. 

30. Dear Hannah jStephenson had a trying 
day and appeared very low this evening, and 
worn with pain* She decked that when favoured 
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with ability, we would pray for her, that patience 
inight have its perfect work in her j saying, *What 

• a sad thing it would te if I should prove a 

• stumbling-block* at last. 

.Twelfth MomtHj 1803. 

4- Both morning and evening meetings pre- 
ciously favoured seasons to my waiting »oul. I 
did not eat the bread of idleness. 

5. ^ My time this week hath Ijeen fully engaged, 
one way or another, but not, T trust, to the ex- 
clusion of the better part, i Jbave been favoured 
with some watering refreshing seasons, unworthy 
as I esteem myself of such a favour; and on 
looking back do not feel much, if any, con- 

15. I fed conscious that I have not stepped 

aloog with that circumspection which is required 

. of a professed follbwer of a crucified Saviour. 

17. Cam£ to Chapel-Nap, where I met with 

an affectionate reception, aiid attended Melksham 

. meetings next day, which ! thouglu rather low 

seasons. 

20. Reached Shaftsbury, where we found 

most of our little band * assembled, and as we 

. had parted in sweet fellowship, so it was pleasant 

to fed it revive again on our sitting down together. 

* The yearly meeting*! committee before-mentioned.. 
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28. Spent most of this week at Alton, wHere 
I met with my beloved mother. Returned home 
the 3©th, when on a review of the manifold Ble^ 
sings, and favours bestowed upon me, the huinble 
language of my soul was, What shall I render unta 
thee, O Lord, for all thy benefits ?• May increasing 
dedication of heart mark the few remaining steps 
of my pilgrimage,, and evince that I have notonly 
sung of thy mercies, but endeavoured, by oU» 
dience to thy divine law, to improve them. 



First Month, i 804* 

!• The vision of Jacob's ladder, and Ae 

* angels ascending and descending thereon, opened 
sweetly on my mind, pretty early in the meeting: 

' which appeared to nie a lively representation of 
the communion between the^soul and ite Creator, 
when favoured to ascend this heavenly laddtr, 
leaving all transitory things at the foot of it i and 
the prayer of my heart was that it might be 

' fitted more and more for so precioue an enjoy- 
ment. . . ; 
8. Many things crowding in since my .last re- 

' mark, I forget particularly what has occuTred, but 
this I know, that goodness and mercy have fol- 
lowed me from day to day ; and though I may not 
always have improved these blessings as I ought 
to have done; yet on a retrospect I feel not much 
condemnation. 



^S7 

, - , • • • • 

14. Came to Guildford to' spend a few da^s 
With my dear Sarah Birkbeck, who is in a declining 
state of health. 

15. I think I was enabled to centre for a while 
in the silence of all ftesh, this* morning at meeting. 
In the afternoon staid with Sarah Birkbeck, our 

* time not spent unprofitably, I trust. 

17. A precious- contriting season in sitting 
with the little handful at this place. After it^ 
met with an exercise of Christian patience •, whichy 
r trust, I bore with becoming meekness. 

20. Not so watchful as I should have been>. 
from which I suffered loss. 

ai. My dwelling hath been much in the 
valley this day r a lowly, but* a «afe situation . 

22. Sitting down tliis mottling at meeting, in^ 
much abasement, I was favoured to feel somethiifg 
of the healing waters dispensed to my thirsty souH 
a favour I esteemed myself unworthy of. The 
afternoon, did not maintain the watch so steadily 
as I ought to have doner. 

25. Have been* too much dissipated and in the 

• mixture }• yet have at times mourned my thraldom 
and breathed for deliverance. 

26. *^ Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
" unto night showeth knowledge." Mayst thou, 
O my soul, open thine ear to instruction. 

29. I thought the moming-nieeting a preciously 
fevoured season, dear Susanna" Home' had a word 

x)f encouragement to hand to the mourners m 

•.,■■■ 

Zion, andan invitation to the youth, to xome*, taste, 

L 4 
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and see how good the Lord is to those that love 
and fear his name. ^The afternoon not so \ire\j, 
S. H. had d sitting in brother^ Kidd's famil}', a^d 
with my beloved Sybilla Turnour in her chamber^ 
whom she endeavoared to encourage to come 
forward in the Christian race : concluding with 
this passage, " Come up hither, I will show thee 
" the bride, the Lamb's wife." 



Second Month^ 1 804. 

12. A Taricty of circumstances have combboeit 
within the last two weeks to barr^u^ mj miiijd, so 
mtrcii so, at* almost entirely to preclude tlut qiuft 
and settledness so desirable, and which I have at 
seasons pressed after, and of course disqualifieil 
n^e from minuting down my feelin4;s as they 
occurred. 

19a Deeply humbling were my views of my- 
self this day ; yet some encouragement was alsQ 
. administered, through adorable condescension. 

21. I have considered the station I stand in as 
awful, some looking towards me for example and 
help. O that 1 was indeed qualified for a way- 
mark ; but instead thereof how often have I to! 
mourn over my leanness and poverty. 

24« A time of searching of heart to-day in our^ 
little silent meeting : an employ I desire to be ofteq. 
^ found in. 

26. My mind, through unwatchfulness^ got 



entangled In a snare, spread before it, I doubt not> 
by the enemy of all good,, in order to divert its at- 
tention^ on my first sitting down at meeting ^ but 
after a while the good Remembrancer, being also 
aear^ showed me my folly ^ to whom I cried for 
4leliverance, and was enabled to press through and 
touch the hem of his garment, and found healing, 
virtue to flow from him.^ 



TjHiRD MoNTH^ 1804. 

, 3« Much beset) with evil: yet trust through' 
divine assistance the warfare is still measurab]^ 

maintained . 

• ■ < ■■ • 

4* Still weak and poor every w^y^ yet I trust 
jpot, forsaken. What a mercy ! 

7. Faint yet pursuing. 

9* A little revival of my faith and oonfidrnice- 
this morning, in our little silent gathering*. ' 

II. Came to. G-uildfprd to^see dear Sarah 
Birkbeck,. who is in all- Jhuman probabihty has- 
tening towards, I truaCt 4^ better country ^ 

14. My time pretty fully taken up, in at-^ 
tending my dear friend } yet I think I Wve beea 
preserved in a good degree of watchfulness and 
Eavoured with peaceful serenity. - . 

17. A trying day and night, in beholding the 
conflict of our dear friend in putting oflF th^ 
diackles of nHurtglity } which #h« was mercifully 
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released from about twenty minutes Tiefbre ^gllt 
o'clock this morning, which we that had been 
witness to her sufferings esteemed a favour. Some 
Jiours before the solemn close^ as dear Morrh 
Birkbeck and I were sitting together, a sweet 
calm spread over our minds, which seemed to me 
like an evidence^ that his dear wife^s spirit wars 
near centring beyond the reach of pain and 
sorrow. 

1 8. Morris Birkbeck was strengthened to get 
out to meeting to«dzy, where he supplicated for 
resignation* It was to my poor wearied mind a 
refreshing season^ feeling somethmg of the holy 
unction to xtest upon it. • - 

2o. Was desirous of digging deep, liial: -I 
might be favoured \nth the renewed discovery of 
the ancient foundattoni which was in^ great con* 
descension vouchsafed. - 

~ 23.* "Several friends came to attend -die burial 
of dear* Sarah BirkbeGk\ The meeting was held 
in silence, but I thought the forepart, particularly, 
Was covered vrith a degree of solemnity. 

26. Was jealous-over myself that I had not 
attained td that strength .and stature designed for 
me, had Ibeen more>watchful and'stable*. >May 
'this jeidousy and fear excite me to ponder well the 
path of my feet. • -' • . - ^ , 

' 29. Pretty much engaged the remainder of the 
week, in preparing for leainng home^ yet not I 
tru^ to theentire neglect of the one tbing^needfuK 
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< May I ever chuse this better part, and then I 
I have faith to believe, it will never be taken 
from me. 



'•■_ FouRTHr Month, 1804. 

'■■.•.■• - [ 1' - ■ 

I. Some renewal of my spiritual strength. 

• Left home this evening. 

3. The quarterly meeting, I thought it a more 

• favoured season than it is often our lot to ex- 
perience at • such times ; and the business got 

' thirougb more satisfactorily; for which I felt a 
■ degree of thankfulness: as well as in beholding 

• tome growth, as I apprehend, in some of our 
young members. 

»' 5. Set forward for Alton, in company with 
Morris Birkbeck, at which place the yearly meet- 
ing's committee met, as proposed at parting in the 
twelfth month. 

18. This. morning, after a contriting season 
together, our little company began to separate in 

• the fr^sh. feeling of that love, which had sweetly 
united us in moving along through this arduous 

I engagement; for which^ with many other blessings 

• dispensed, I desire to be reverently thankful. 

21. Since my return home, although I have 

• felt unusually impoverished, yer a degree of peace- 

• fal quiet has accompanied my mind, and some as- 
" phrations after increasing dedication and conformity 

of will to the Divine will. 

L6 
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22« Some searching of heart, and calling 'to 
mind tlie manifold favours of a merciful God^ 
towards one of the meanest of hft works* 

25. Deeply humbled on turning over tpm^ 
of the leaves of my past life, to see how much 
goodness and mercy have been extended from time 
to time, yea all my life long, to So unworthy a 
-creature. May it excite to double diligence^ for 
surely the debt I owe is beyond ail calculation* 
Content not thyself, O my soul, with making these 
remarks, but endeavour to dwell and move under 
an humbling sense of thy obligation. 

27. The prayer of my heart was, that riot ain 
impure or offensive thought might arise, but, th^t 
the food most convenient for me might be gra<^ 
ciously dispensed. 

29. Instructive seasons to my waiting soulf both' 
morning and afternoon meetings. 



Fifth Month, 1804. 

I. Humbled under some affecting con^e* 
rations. 

4. I thought the Lord was near us to-day, 
Inown as formerly by the breaking of breads to 
the refreshment of the souls of some of us. 

6. Seasons of renewed favour to-day at meet- 
ing, so that I could adopt the words of the psalmist, 
<< What is man that thou art mindful of him, and 
** the Son of man that thou visitest him," &c» 
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9. Went to Guildford on business. Attended 
the week-day meeting. I thought the spring of 
Kfe lay loWf and xnf mind not sufficiently divested 
fron% the business I had been engaged in, pre-' 
Tibus}y to going to meetings to dig very deep } so 
tlijit I gained but little by going. 

!!• Renewedly besought deliverance .from 
the bondage of corruption, that I might indeed 
mtness the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. 

17. Though I have been pretty fully occupied 
with business the last fev days^. my mind hath been 
favoured, with, sweet serenity, having been pre- 
.served in a good degree within the divine in- 
closttre. What a mercy I 

19. Had afresh to acknowledge, with hum- 
Vie gratitude^ that good is the Lord and worthy 
to be praised) and that by the whole house 
of Israel. 

21. Attended the first sitdng of the yearly 
meeting, which I thought was owned by con- 
descending goodness. 

30. I thought the last sitting of the yearly 
meeting eminently favoured. We separated under 
a precious solemn covering, and I believe the 
humble, grateful language of many minds was. 
What shall we render unto thee, O Lord, for all 
thy benefits ? 
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Sixth Month, i8o4, 

4. Came home in health, and found my be- 
loved mother soj for which favour, with many 
others lately dispensed, I desire to be humbly 
thankful. 

8. Went to our monthly meetii]ig at Guildford, 
which proved, contrary to expectation, an in- 
.'structive and strengthening season; yet I -feared 
. some present resembled the sluggard who was 
desirous of a little more sleeps and a little more 
slumber, and folding of the hands to sleep. 
that these may be roused to a sense of > their danger, 
lest thiey *' beg in harvest, and have nothing." 

io« Saw afresh the necessity of watchfulness 
and prayer; and desired that! might dwell widim 
this holy inclosure. 

14. Oh looking back to my last remark, may 
• with thankfulness acknowledge that the petition 

of my heart hath been mercifully granted : having 
•been favoured to keep near the centre of good, 
and draw my fresh springs from that sacred 
source. 

15. Desired to hunger patiently this morning 
at meeting, rather than presume to carve for my- 
self; well knowing it is the Lord's prerogative to 
feed his dependant children : which after a time 
of waiting, he condescended to do, by handing a 
little of his soul-satisfying food. 
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tj. Ai^as favoured to sit under the .divine 
" anointing in both meetings. Inestimable privi-* 
' lege ! How lamentable that any should slight itl 

19. An exercising day to my mind through 
the cause suffering from unfaithfulness in an 

- aged friend. Endeavoured to dear myself of him ; 

- bat did not do it in the way that appeared most 

- satisfactory to myself,. being discouraged. 

• ' . M. Better tidings from Ireland respecting my 

• poor brother, cause of thankfulness. May he prize 
. the mercies of a long-suffering God towards him. 

24. In grateful remembrance of the Lord's 
tender mercies I can this day renewedly set up 
' my Ebenezer, and say, " Hitherto the Lord hath 
" helped me." 

28. Received the affecting account of niy be- 

> loved sister Waring's being alarmingly ill. Thus 

wave upon wave is permitted to follow us; yet 

• was favoured to feel my mind in a good degree 
divinely anchored. What a mercy ! 

30. A rather more favourable account of niy 
beloved sister. May we be sufficiently thankful; 



Seventh Month, 1804. 

I • Rather a conflicting season at meeting this 
morning ; the evening more lively. 

3. Our quarterly-meeting. Tabitha Middletoh, 
Susanna Home, and Thomas Ashby, appeared at* 
ceptably, as did the two former in the meeting for 



discipline. I was eAabled to get ^rouglu tke 
business better than my cowardly heart had an- 
ticipated J yet I well know from whence my hdp 
came, for wnich I felt thankful^ and I think 

humble. 

6. A conflicting day to my poOT mind^ the 
monthly meeting appointing me an elder y which 
though I had reason to expect, it having been lajd 
before me many months for my consid^atiipn^ yet 
I did not suppose the appointment would be made, 
without giving me an opportunity of expressing 
my feelings on the subject, |ui awful. one. to me 
truly. 

8. More quiet and comfortable, though led iSfr 

into the stripping-room, where I have renewed^y 

. seen my own insufficiency for every good work ^ 

yet my faith and confidence a little renewed in the 

sufficiency of God. 

io« A depressing day to my feelbgs from 
various causes^ yet a little relieved by writtag to 
an individual whom I sincerely love ; to w^m her 
of her danger, as I apprehend. 

12. Sadness is still the secret covering of my 
mind. May I dwell patiently and humbly under 
it, that so \t may tend to my refinement : thep will 
all work together for good. 

13. I accompanied Tabitha Middleton to 
Guildford, an exercising meeting. She spake <yf- 
the famine in 3amaria, with the king's answer to 
the poor wom^n when she cried to ium iot kelp : 
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wWch passage* had repeatedly passed my mind b^. 
/ore she stood up. 

15. On a strict scrutiny ujto the motives for 
action, saw that I had been seeking the honour, or 
at least the approbation, of poor finite creatures 
like myself; rather than the honour which com^s 
^m God: which humbled me, and 1^ me to 
crave preservation from every snare of an un* 
wearied enemy, 

1 8. A fresh scene of trial opened : I was de-> 
sirous of patiently abiding under it. 

19. More comfortable, and hoped things might 
^ turn out better than we had reason to fear^ to that 

I could adopt the following }int$ : 

<< This day, be bread mi peacf my lot & 

<^ All else beneath the sun. 
'^ Thou know'st if best bestowed or ^»q^ 

'' And let thy will be done.'' 

20. Went to meeting witik amiiul much unifi- 
cumbered, hoping for a go^d mieeting; but found 
I was not to .e;it the bread pf idleness, nor did I 
desire to do so ; but found strength to wrestle l^r 
the blessing which w;is in ;} good degree mswered r 
though I thought an m^skilful jappearaoce hurt the 
meeting. 

27. This last week hath been attended with 

• The text i^ *« If the Lsord do not bdp thee» whence ihadl t 
•♦helpthfe?" 
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peculiar difficulties, that had we not been surrouni 
ed with kind friends who cheerfully shared ^iui 
us the trial of the day, (now not how we dioalJ 
have got on. 

29. Was enabled through diirine assistance to 
mount a little above the encumbering cares of this 
fife, and renew my spiritual strength, this morning 
in our silent meeting ; which I esteemed a great 
favour, after so harrassing a timcr- 



Eighth Moiith^ 1804. 

5. Was favoured sweetly to repose all my caret 
in Him, who is the health of my countenance and 
sny God. In our silent sitting in the evemng tsrvr 

that it would not do forthe faithful, in this dayof 
deep revolt, of perplexity and treading^ down, to 
dwell as in ceiled houses ; but that each should 
endeavour to put on strength in the name of die 
liOrd, to arise and build. 

9. Came to Staines. 

12. A time of wading in the morning meeting) 
for methought thespring of life lay low ; yet was 
enabled to petition for myself, and for the wan- 
derers present, that we might be gathered. In the 
evening was desirous of keeping my heart with all 
diligence, that so my evening sacrifice might 
find acceptance with the Father of mercies : which 
I trust was in a good degree the case. 

15. The monthly meeting, and though 1^ 
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prefty many raluable friends attended, yet I thought 
k was not a season of rejoicing. 

1 6. Was favoured this' morning in the week- 
day meeting, to dra\ir water out of the reach of tfie 
archers. Inestimable privilege ! 

19. Having missed my way, a day of deserved 
humiliation succeeded: under which LWas favoured , 
" through gracious condescensioni to feel somethin;^ 
like forgiveness and reconciliation. 

2z. Aldiough made sensible of my manifold 
infirmities as a creature, yet was favoured and 
refreshed with the lifting up of the light of the 
Lord's countenance uponr me. 

a6. Mourned over a fallen sister : yet I trust 

* not in a pharisaical spirit ; for I felt, renewedly felt 
' that my backslidings had been many, though more 
\ concealed, I thought I could willingly have gone 

• and sat by her in that state of humiliation which 
I craved for her ; $0 that she might witness for- 
giveness, and endeavour hj her future conduct to 

- wipe away the reproach she hath brought on friends 
and the Truth. 

30. A time of sweet solace in the week-diay 
meeting, afavour testbemed myself unworthy of. 



Ninth Month, 1&04.. 

T . Returnied home in health and with a peaceful 

mind. May I walk worthy such unmerited mercies. 

' 2. Sat again with my dear friends^in our little 
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Silent meedng, in I think a good degree of huinble 
watchfulness. 

11. Have been confined to my chamber, and 
mostly to my bed, since my last remark, by an un- 
expected attack of a fever j yet have to acknowledge 
that I have been mercifully dealt with every waj: 
not only my bodily sufferings mitigated by every 
attention that friendship and kindness could suggest: 
but (though in the beginning I was tried with the 
withdrawings of heavenly love and life, yet after- 
wards j I was favoured to find llim whom -my sod 
loveth} yea I sought him on my bed, and feuc' 
him near, to my great r^^ircsfaznent. What IB 
unspeakable mercy to one so unwojrlhy ! 

12. Notwithstanding the above recited mercies 
I behaved foolishly and airy yesterday evaiing,fpr 
Which I felt deserved reproof, ai|d feel tonday 
mnch in the valley \ a safe though lowly situatkm: 
jaaay I keep my abiding here. 

1 6. Gradually recovering; but the extreme 
heat of the weather prevents my gaining strengA 
fast, and also deters me from venturing to meeting 
to-day. I think it was not for want of inclination) 
for It would have been pleasant tositwithmy frieii^i* 
However, through gracious condescension, I WH 
favoured with some access to Him who is not coft- 
fined to space or time, in my solitary sittii^^ 

2€. The prospect of the approaching quarteriy 
meeting k)ok& awful to me, being on a weighty 
appointment. I have endeavoured this day to repde 
my care upon that dixine arm of help which alone 



cati qualify for every good word and vtf^rh. May 
I be preserved in cbild-like simplicity, having no 
cdkiiidence in the. flesh. 

•23. Was favoured to renew my strength and 
confidence in the all-suffi^i^nt Arm of help. 

24, Went to Horsham, and sat with a com* 
mktee on the consideration of suitable friends for 
the station of elders : a painful sitting indeed ! I 
inras-afraid of darkening counsel by words without 
knowledge ; but through divine assistance was en- 
abled to stand firm against what I believed a wrong 
appointment, in which I found a degree of sweet 
peace. 

^5. The quarterly nieeting^ an unccfmmon 
distressing season. I desired, when I to6k my s^t;, 
ta be with the true seed whether in suffering or r^ 
joicing; and truly the former was ithe portion of 
divers, if not of most. We seemed to be envelope4 
in a cloud of darkness, such as I scarcely rediember 
to have fek, till near the close; ,when a little light 
arose into dominion, and a friend present was' ena- 
bled to sound forth an alarm, desiring' us to search 
individually into the cause. The meeting of busi- 
ness also trying, some of the answers to the queries 
manifesting mifch defection ; yet np way clearly 
opening for an appotntment, it was judged fafest 
^.Jeave itJta future consideration* 

28. The awful situation of things affected my 
mind and raised a petition that we might be spared 
a little longer ; that theheathen might not triumph 
over us, sayingi « Where is A6x God." 
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JO. St(^e -doubts and fesu^ lest I sbduM:iiot sa 
run as to obtain^ encompassed mj poor mind, soon 
after my sitting down at meeting this morning : 
when some graoious promises were in .gseat conde- 
scension, brought livingly to mf remembrance, to 
the lifting up of my head, and confirming mj 
feeble knees. Thus bountifully is the Lord dealing 
with one of the tileslnest of his creatures. May I 
•ev£r live to praise and iuk>re his excellent uame^ 



TsNTH Mouth, 1804. 

5. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, wherein 
I desired to be preserved from hewing out cisterns > 
for mysdf, or resting satisfied with any thing short 
of partaking efthe well-«pringof iife^ whidi was ' 
renewedly revealedtomy waiting soul, to my hum- 
ble admiration: aad I longed that all present i 
might come, taste and see, for themselves, how * 
good the Lord is. . 

7. Desired that I might be enabled to ofier a . 
pure offering this morning, unmixed with the acti- 
vity of the creature ; that so It might find accept- 
ance with Him who is perfect in holiness. Tlie 
afternoon meeting I thought very dull, nor did I 
keep so faithfully on the watch as I ought to 
have done. 

10* Think I have be«n favoured to move along 
the last three days with a good degree of safety. 

xu It was with me a time of deep wres^ogt 



this morning, before I CQuM ,find access to the - 
Fountain of living waters, after which my soul 
thirsted; yet, thanks be to the holy name, my labour . 
was not altogether in vain. 

14,. I believe a remnant were favoured to sit 
under their own. vine and fig-tree, and feed as he- 
side the still waters, this morning at meeting. 

1.7. - My mind under depressing sensations from 
various causes ; under which I have endeavoured , 
to centre near the only source of good and true 
consolation. 

.21. Desired this morning to sit at Wisdom's . 
gate, and to be found waiting at the posts of her 
door. How did my soul long that all present 
knew the preciousness of pure silent worship, 
wherein the [soul] breathes forth its wants to its 
heavenly Creator; who at seasons is pleased to . 
replenish it abundantly: for ever blessed be his .. 
excellent name. He is not saying to the seed of 
Jacob, ** Seek ye me in vain." 

28. Ratlier stripping seasons both morning 
and afternoon meetings. I desired to hunger and 
thirst patiently. 



Eleventh Month, 1804* 

2. This morning unexpectedly dear William 
Jackson £of Pennsylvania] came, and attended our 
monthly meeting. He appeared acceptably in the 
meeting for wprship s though he said he believed 
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he might appeal to the feelings of some present 
that the well was indeed deep, desiring we might 
not be discouraged) neither content ourselves with 
a traditional belief of the truths of the gospel. 

4. Dear William Jackson still with us, add 
labouring in gospel love, to gather the outcasts of 
Israel into the fold of true rest and peace, 

6. I accompanied W. J. to Alton* He had a 
meeting next morning at eleven o'clock, in which 
he was led in an encouraging line to the true mourm' 
ers, and sweetly invited the children present to 
seek the Lord for themselves, &c. Not finding 
himself clear of Guildford, he returned and had a 
meeting there on sixth-day afternoon, ixi which he 
was led in a close searching testimony, endeavour- 
ing to rouse the lukewarm to a sense of their danger, 
and in persuasive language inviting to follow those 
things that make for peace. 

1 1 . I thought the morning meeting a preciously 
favoured season, both in the silent part of it, and 
under the lively ministry of William ^ who was 
concerned to have a public meeting in the evening, 
particularly desiring the company of the poor, and 
it was mostly this dass attended* I thought him 
remarkably clothed for this service, explaining with 
great clearness the nature of true gospel worship, 
and directing the attention of the people to the 
inward teacher. 

12. Our dear friend left us* and went forward 
for Chichester. We parted in sweet fellowship^ 
o{ which I diought myself unworthy to partake. 
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14. My tnmd much tried with various dis- 
couragements, under whrch I have endeavoured t&' 
keep In the stillness, and feel after that Rode 
^'^hich is an anchor sure and stedfast, O that my 
abiding was more conetantfy here : then should I 
not be so often the sport of winds and waves. 
- 't5. Still under depressing feelings: but I bite 
remembered that man is not to live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. May I patiently abide evety 
bumbling dispensation. 

1 8. Proving seasons both momlng and after- 
lioon meetings ; yet was f av<)ured not to let go 
my hold, though my faith was at a low ebb, and 
this prayer of iny heart was that I might keep the 
wordof the l^rd'^ {>atience, that so I might be 
kept from the hour of temptation. 

19. Sackcloth is still the secret covering of my 
mind, although I appear not unto, men to £i8t. 

w23« I think my soul was bowed in deep |)ros* 
tration before die ,God of my life, who was graci- 
ously pleased to own me in this low esWe by the 
lifting up of the light of his countenance upon me. 
May I walk worthy such unmerited mercy. 

25. A day of heaviness of spirit, yet a little of 
the oil was .'graciously dispenised to my drooping 
soul in the -morning meeting. In the afteraooQ 
mourning was my portion. ^ ' • ' 

28. Desirous diat the day's work mm keep ^ 
pace with the day, yet encoi^passed with f^ltrs, 
1^ it should fall short. JMmj the Lord be - 

M 
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my refuge in the day of trouble^ and then iet cone 
•wW will come. 



TWCLPTH MoNTHf. l8o4« 

u SdUmoving heavily on my iray-; discourage- 
ments from witlun and without ; . yet have not let- 
:go my confidence^ inrhich 4 esteem a mercy frooi 

ihe liDid*. 

2. Afflictions still await. tts*. May they hare, 
the delJgned efiec^, which U» douhtkss/ ta 
wean us from erery earthly depeodance> and: 
incitje to seek with more fenrency an hahitafioa : 
that hs^ foundttionsy eternal in the heavens*. 4W 
«i|ay I indeed so. run a& to c)>tain tlua enduring 
treasure; for here seemisno restior mj wearied. 

Wl.. 

3* inboroi^hly dissaUafied wiiiv myself beliefs: 
ing I h;i|^.i»Qt beenao watchful aa I should hate 
been^ and AefeSoxt ^ desorvedty'disquleted. 

6* Our monthly meeting at Guildford^ aa 
upusually exerciiiog lime to me from several 
causes. P^id off .n litdle debt to a bcJovcd nephew . 
aadai^i:^* 

9. My head a little l^fbd above iSh^ waves of* 
discoimg^i^llQjt^ tnd. my soul |br: a season arrayed * 
with the garment of praise^ heii^-gfaciovdy ad^> 
7»itte4 iQtct tb^ preitotie.of iu ;belov«d» 

^^ h^ 9om^ d^;voft presfiitg lifter the sxads 
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r'2. Felt somewliat of a draft to retirement, 
Ibut let trifles put me by, so that it is probable I 
missed of an intended good: to my shame I record 
it, 

14. Renewedly besought deliverance from all 
'evil, for I found the tempter near, spreading his 
Glares iri order to catch my weak mind y but being 
favoured to see the bait, I repaired to the Name of 
the Lord, which, thanks be to him^ continues to be 
a strong tower, where indeed there is safety; 

18. Came to Guildford and attended the week- 
day meeting, in which I was unexpectedly re- 
freshed after a time of digging,^ 

20* Not enough circumspect, as I saw by 
bringing my deeds to the light : yet I think I Idve 
the reproofs o£ instructioni luiowing they are the 
way to life. 

23. Desired this day the Lord's hand would 
not spare, nor his eye pity, until he had made me 
what he would have me to he-i May tliat which 
is designed for the sword perish by the sword, that 
every thing that is not of his right-hand planting 
may be rcfoted up. Oh, can I be fit to overlook, 
others vineyards, when I find so much to do in my 
own, so much cause for weeding, digging and 
pruning : surely there is no time for idleness ! 

24, Think I have been enabled to step along 
in a good degree of safety the last few days, though 
I have not been without my exercises. 

30. Went to Horsham, to attend' our quar- 
terly meeting,, where I met with dear William^ 



S98 

Jackson, George and Mary Stacey, &c. — 
Brother Kidd and myself took our seats in the 
meeting of ministers and elders; an awful time 
to my mind, though much encouragement was 
handed u^, by the teloved friends above men- 
tioned* 

31* also 1805. ^^^st month, i, 2,- 3. The quar- 
terly meeting. The meeting for worship I thought 
a favoured season. William Jackson first stood 
up with these words, " Prepare to meet thy God, 
** O Israel ;" and a second time with, ** Let God 
^' arise ; let his enemies be scattered." The 
meeting for discipline trying to my feelings. 
Here an appointment took place to visit the 
monthly meeting of Chichester which somewhat 
relieved, me. At the conclusion of the meeting 
for worship, William Jackson requested to have 
another next morning at ten o'clock 5 which 
proved a strengthening, encouraging season^ to 
many minds; also a sitting in the evening, in 
which William was led to speak of the parable 
of the prodigal son, enlarging on the latter part of 
it, the elder son's displeasure at his fathers' re- 
ception of his poor brother, and his father's reply, 
" Thou art ever with me, and all that I have- is 
** thine," inferring from hence that the righteous 
should not repine, that their reward is sure. 
Spent the evening pleasantly at William Swan's, 
and next morning, after a sitting, parted in sweet 
fellowship. Notwithstanding these abundant un- 
merited favours, through unwatchfulness^ I re- 
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turned with the fear of having incurre j conderii* 
nation, instead of the sweet reward of peace. 
Thus am I staggering on in this important journey, 
sometimes making a little progress, and again 
halting and stumbling ; and have the ground to go 
over again. May I be enabled so to run as in the 
end to obtain} then will all the trials and per- 
plexities of time appear fighter than vanity, com- 
pared with the joys of God's salvation. 



First Month, 1805. 

3. On my return home, met with a fresh trials 
xn which I was so involved, that I reaped but little 
benefit by going to meeting. 

7. Methonght th^ situation of my mind to-day 
at meeting resembled' the' yall^y of Jehosaphat 
where the Lord pleads with hi^ people ; yet I 
think I love to meet him even in the way of his 
judgments, for these have ever been mixed with 
mercy. "Bless the Lord" theii '* O my soul, and 
*' forget not all his benefits ; who redeemeth thy 
<^ life from destruction, who crowneth thee with 
<* loving kindness and tender mercies i '' 

10. Too much of a Martha. 
• II. De«red that not only the dross and th^ 
tifl Might be taken away, but also the reprobate 
silver y every thing q>eGious that i» not truly •olid 
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and valuable ; for nothing else will find acceptance 
with perfect purity and goodness. 

13. A little animated to press forward, through 
the crowd of difficulties that present. 

14. A time of digging to-day in both meetings, 
for I thought the spring of life lay low, and but 
few present concerned to labour for -its arising; 
or surely we should have been favoured with more 
of the bubblings-up thereof. 

16. Yielded foolishly to a temptation, so that 
sadness is deservedly the covering of my mind. 

17. Have renewedly experienced that strait 
indeed is the gate, and narrow the way which 
leadeth unto life. May I be one of the few that 
are enabled, through divine assistance, to walk 
therein; though I often fear I shall miss the 
glorious recompence of reward, that await« the 
righteous. 

20. My dwelling has been for the last two 
days, in a land of drought with but little verdure. 

21. Closely beset by the enemy of all good, 
nay I thought he pursued me to the very horns of 
the altar, where I fled for safety ; but thanks be to 
the God of my life who rebuked him ; so that I 
could say, ^' Hitherto hath the Lord helped me.'* 

23. Though I have felt very poor the last two 
days, so that I have at times said, " My leanness, 
" my leanness !" yet think I have been preserved 
in a humble resigned .fi'ame of mind, from a deep 
s^nse of my utter unworthiness of divine regard. 
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25* I trust tlie warfare is still measurably 
maintained, though feebly. 

26. I seemed uncommonly empty and stripped 
of good in the forepart of the meeting, under 
which I desired to wait patiently, rather than 
worship any device of my own ; besides, I con- 
sidered my un worthiness to approach perfect 
purity ; yet in this low estate he condescended to 
favour with access to his life-giving presence, and 
measurably arrayed my poor soul with the garment 
of praise. 

28. I went to meeting this morning in a quiet 
frame of mind, hoping to receive spiritual rer 
freshment, and tbiok- 1 laboured according to 
ability received, yet de^rtion and poverty was 
my portion, so that a sigh and a tear seemed all 
I had to offer } which was much the case again 
this afternoon, so that I thought my offering was 
not equal to the turtle doves and pigeons under 
the law : yet believed it safest to obtrude nothing 
of my ovm. 



Second Month, 1805. 

X. It continues to be a winter season widi 
m«. May I patiently endure every turning of the 
divine hand upon me, in order to cleanse and 
purify from every defilement, for I fear. I have not- 
so fully surrendered all that is appointed for de-. 
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^truction, as may have been required. What a 
great work is the soul's redemption ! Never did 
it appear more awful, or more precious. 

3. Our monthly meeting at Guildford. I& 
the meeting for worship, my soul travelled as in 
a wilderness country^ and but little light shone on 
my path; yet, towards the conclusion, infinite 
Goodness opened something like a spring in the 
desert to my great refreshment, and consolation. 
May he ever have the praise of his own works. 

4. Wrestling seasons both morning and after^ 
tioon meetings : yet my labour was not altogether 
in vain in the Lord. 

6* Felt something like a little greenness, sa 
that \ was enabled to rejoice in God my Saviour^ 
Inestimable privilege ! May I sufficiently prize it« 

8. I think I did not eat the bread of idleness 
to-day at meeting, nor do I desire to do it, know* 
kig it is my indispensable duty to labour for it, and 
that it is well worth all our pains when favoured 
to partake of it. And the secret petition of my 
heart was, that the food most convenient for us, 
might be dispensed to each individual present. 

II. Went to Chichester in company with 
Morris Birkbeck, brother Kidd, and Elizabeth 
Moline, by appointment from the quarterly-meet- 
ihg to visit that monthly meeting, where we found 
things mournfully low, the work resting on an 
individual or two, with whom we nearly sympa- 
thized^ yet coilld see DO vray to relieve theoi* I- 



staid th€t remainder of the week with my kind 
friends James and Sarah Hack, pleasantly, at- 
tended their week-day and first«-day meetings, 
which were rather laborious seasons to my feeble 
mind, yet not uniQStructive. 

1 8. Felt weak and poor every way, being con- 
siderably indisposed in body.. 

20. Returned home, found my beloved mother 
in good health, which I esteem a favour. 

22. Our little week-day meeting proved a 
sweetly solacing season ; in which my faith and 
confidence in the divine all-sufficiency were re- 
newed. 

24. A time of searching of heart this morning 
at meetmg, in which I endeavoured to bring my 
deeds to the light, to see whether they were such 
as would find acceptance in the divine sight. Staid 
at home in the afternoon from indisposition. 

26. Felt something of a godly jealousy over 
myself, fearing the day's work had not kept pace 
with the day. Sorrowful indeed would it be, if 
I should be found without oil in my lamp, when 
the midnight cry sounded within my borders. 
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Thikd Month, 1805. 

I. Our select meeting this evening ; we had the 
company of dear Sarah Hack,, who handed forth a 
little encouragement to my feeble mind. 
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2. Our monthly meeting^..' t did not atteni 
the meeting for worship, not feeling sufficient 
strength to attend both. I was enabled to ^ 
through the business better than I expected* [die 
clerk being absent}. At this meetitig my beloved 
Sibylla Tumour was received' into membership. 
4* Was renewedly desirous of being enabled 

' to fight the good fight, and keep the faith ; tkat so 
in the end I may obtain the crown ;. but remember^ 
O my soul, that if thou wouldest reign with Christy 
thou must also be willing to suffer with Uta* 
Thou must drink o£ the cup that he drank of for 
thy sake, and be baptized with the baptiem thst 
he was baptixed with; Canst thou say, with the 
disciples, that thou art able ? Alas t poor and 

. frail am I, sensible that I cannot take one step 

. aright without his divine aid« 

5* . Have lamented my proneness to centre in 

• visible things, and my want of fervency of spirit 
Godward. 

6. Was enabled this morning to draw near to 
the Fountain and Source of all good, whereby my 
spiritual strength was measurably renewed. 

II, "I remember thee, [the kindness of thy 
*' youth] and the love of thine espousals/' &c. was 
brought with some degree of freshness into my 
mind this morning ; and I also remembered the 
day of precious visitation; when the Lord in 
'gracious condescension allured my desires after 

• him, when he took me as to his banquetting;- 
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oouse. His fruit was indeed sweet to my taste, 
and his banner over me was lore ; and though I 
brust he is still to my heart the ^^ cbiefest amongst 
^ ten thousand," yet how often have my hands 
been weakened by turning aside to follow lying 
ranities ; or else I beUeve I should by this time 
have witnessed a more complete victory over my 
souls enemies* 

Sixth-day. Methought my vessel was a little 
replenished with heavenly oil in our silent meet- 
ing. A favour I esteemed myself unworthy of. 
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- '^il^ua 3^1 J*' -inoAKj urp3Ji;p,ip uog ill 
'pauDiiIodojtijip oj ai3i« ej;«iujiiu 31]1 i[§noi|] pat- " 

■^Bj]B oj iuijE ajiiii sjij ijji* p33ueA]u: 'sdiiii r,,\v: 
• tuoij uoiu JO lujuiawojuiw s SuiuiBiqo .tai]3 jauiJ 

.'» Blq JO WUjSl[piUl yjl) 3l[J UQiIq -pjIOM aijl 

HI Biiiaii'- , J jiaiji j[E ujDjj <U!iSu^ aiji Ju] 
.) e psjjsjojtl puE 'lODj puejnoiii - 

■ "Ji JO'^lBjr UB p3JqiU3J|BMUU*l 

jjEd^i w jopjo uy -psXMi^p^y 

■JOU s.iBSuag jo aojwu aip IJb 
ijti.iHjip Jini] SB qim 'pa:inp3J 
i"!ii[-( sajjaaanj 3p\\t J31|E iiOC_ 

-Mi-Miwj ^jaSuoiy omi 3i[: ja-BO[IPJp)d 3(i 
'^m /g ■suoiiBsyujoj Apijt uopu« 

UJ1( D.WJ UBL]1 >,p\ HI pUB '0O(W( 

i-'*iMai3;i 'uflsoi sqi a'jojaq.pVAi 
-iH siji SB uopj sy -sSag ieinSi 

.JJD1331J 31(101 J3(J]13 110IJtJ0lIdo3iJJIlipi*JMa 

ii uiopSui;^ aqj ui 'aiojB|ta ib paAUJE si] 'jbhii 

u rfuuiuiSaq am jnoqy -luifSug ax]) «(i5n p^iijl 

il|3[U:) 9i[j ioj sauaAaj 33(61 Bi papssDOjd sAJi^tpuop " 

•aniKA 3]qBI0pgUO3 B O) E]_J3J(i pUB 's^JOf^ 

JO ^iijuenb sSjbi b sjbii] puroj siojsnbuoa 3i|x 
-jip is japuojJiy oj ijoj siq psSjiqo pue 'sauieg^ 
fliu lie Mwm uooj XoiiJ wX 'paiajua /sni st ^ 

' .^jgjomoqJBti ! 
'lupe 'uoiin[Ojai 

,1 ULTIl] p53(OI!JlB pil 
.jOJM XaiJJ 'BUOllBpSJ 

J 33jB[ B pMIIEJUl 

VIpVO) pUK 'UE330 ""IP"! 
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^1 ^ ' K -,^^ 

- 'HJil^^a ^^^ 3° -inoAiy ur paxui^jij oooj Aia( 
'pjuoniodojdjip nj 3ia« fijsmunu aiji i[Sncnj pue- 'muiv 

^smie 01 iiujE 3J111] siif i[jiAi pssuKApt; 'sdiq) efptfi 

• tufuj U3UJ JO iUdmj3jojiii3J e SutuiGjqo 3Ai[^,];ia6j 

.-> sii{ JO j;)ua3i]piui ^jjij 3i[i uodfj 'jijiqi^ O^ 

Ui.a.usi.t" , , _i[3j|, ijp ijjojj i[ii^3u^^lSttI] 

-'J li pJil^Jo-"-! J'UB 'loiij ptiEfnoijl n^ 
• I'J) jO'Xiujr UB psiquiayg sauud'Sno 
■<' Jiird^j oi jspau it^ 'psiwifiap U 
,>ioy s.tuSu^a JO A'oi.iau Ji[i jib { 
i|liJtiHP 3nii[ SR 41IM 'pwnpsj te* 'ap 
.■^iif^ 63[(j33nj sjatii joiiE tiOM -pusa 

;^»fl»j yaSuwy o«] sqi p'ooTyaBOJ- ^ 
Uilf] ,(g -suoucsijiuoj Mi^l uopti 
itfif CAM ueqi sjoi ui pun 'uoj " 
"■n)si uooj ai| H3ii[a\ 'BSiJailtq 

1iI333J 31( 'U*0J Sljl 3JOJ3qp9AV 
i'B 341 EE UOPJ 5V 'sSaSI '*l " 

^doidjj ijsiq.A 'buii3|bj sjojsfi aait 

....i0]33(j aqioi ii^us iioiji[oddo3pi;[^iiwj 

:0 iiiopSui:^ 3i]i UI 'aioje(Eg js psAUJe sq 'iX[\ 

.„ i<uiiiui3aq 31(1 iiKjqv 'HHl^"3 'H' uodn pajjtji 

ijionjo atjj 10} aSusAM s-^ei ei papasaojd 3aiU,|3Uojo'" 

■3ii[HA 3iqEJ3pguo3 B 01 syajjS pue 's^jog »w 
JO jfinutnb 33jb| b 3J311I punoj sjojanbuoo aiix 
-jip je jspoajjnj 01 )Joj sin V^^WV* V"^ 'S3vie^ 

tr» TIB At91U) UOOJ jtaq] 13^ 'pSJajlB ^3111 " 

...iQjo JtioqJEq SI 
T'l-'pe 'uoun[OjaJ «] 

I lIJlI[p3TJ3ElllipiCE 

.fipi Xaqi 'suovicpsj 
ij .iUBdtuos aq) 
■BA34(ou.i , ^^ ^aSjBiaqj p35jOBliE aqajaq] 

•saiHB JO jaquinu aSjEj e psutBiuiBui ajj - 

' "-apEm puB 'ueaaQ UHipuj 
t^eaijBJid c 'cuSuy aaSi 
lio jjed ««» w. 'i3i\^'i'V 



